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CORRESPONDENCE

No Authorlty .

Sik: To Dr. Martin Gumpert and to all -
who may be disposed to take serivusly
his tirade against Dianetics (the NK,
August 14) 1 commend the words of ad-
vice attributed to Oliver Cromwell: "1
beseech ye, in the bowels of Chuist, to

consider whether ye may not be mis-’

taken.” In vain I warned the Litetary

Editor of the NR a month ago NOT to -

submit this book to rcview by an “Au-
thority” unwilling to put its postulates to
a test. Dr. Gunipert has not oaly put
them to no test, but has carefully re-
frained from asking the Hubbard Diane-
‘tic Research Foundation in Elizabeth,
.New Jersey, for documentary evidence
and case studies—now being prepared
“for later publication. He also “hopes 1o
prevent” others from testing the postu-
lates and belicves (shades of the AMA
on socialized medicipe!) that dianetics
“should be “prohibited.” '

Happily, his efforts will be futile. The
only thing “dangerous” of disgraceful in
this matter is that the New Republic ’
should print such uttecly ignorant and °

irtesponsible statements, undef the edi-
torial delusion - that they constitute 3

critical evaluation, and thereby make |

itsclf the laughingstock of the rapidly

. growing throng of people who know

"what dianetics is about. Not the book,
. but the review, is “complete nonsense,” &
 “paranoiac system” and 2 “fantastic
" absurdity.” There afc no - authorities on
Y dianetics save those who have tested it.
:All who have done 50 are in no doubt
! whatever as to who is here mistaken.

' FREDERICK L. SCHUMAN

Williamstown, Mais,
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[While Dr. Schuman is

{eel that on issues involving psychiatry
Le is entitled to any miore respect than
any other layman. His suggestion that no
one should write about dianctics without
having cxperienced it scems to us like
saying that no one can be an authority
on cyanide of potassium unless he has
eaten some. —THE EDITORS]
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Best Selling Books

FICTION—Actoss the River and Inle
the Tiess, by kinest Hemioqway, i€

hook -heps: The Cardinat, by Henry
Morton  Kobinmon,  44; floodtlide, oy
Tiank Yerby, 41; The Spanish Gardener,
be A. 1 Cromin, 35; Jubiles Teail, by
Gwen Bristow, 6,

NON-FICTION=—"he Little Princesas,
by Marion Crawlord, 37, The Mature
Mind, by H. A. Qverstreet, 27, Dien-
etics, by t. Ron Hibbard, 2 Losk
Younger, Live Llonger.. by Geyslord
Hauser,  26; Kon-Til? by Ther Heyar-

dnahl, 23.
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