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Scottish Blose amd Tleahth Depariment,
to consider this question in the light of the
report of the Royul Connnission on
Medical Education and any other relevant
information and to report to us. We shall
ask for a report by the end of the year
and we shall discuss this with the profes-
sion.  The membership of the woiling
group will be made known as soon us
possible,

\

MINISTRY OF HEALTH
\Sciexstology

Mr. G. Jodreoi Smith asked the

Minister of Health, in view of the repre-
sentations he has received concerning the
potentially harmful activities of scien-
tologists in this country, what action he
proposes to take; and il he will make
4 statement. .

Mr. K. Robizsen: During the past
two years, Her Majesty’s Government

have become increasingly concerned at

the spread of scientology in the United
Kingdom.  Scientology is a pscudo-
philosophical cult introduced into this

couatry-seme years ago from the United -

States-and has its world headquarters in
East Grinstead. It has beon deseribed
by its founder, Mr. I.. Ron Hubbard, as
“the  worki's  Lgest  wental health
organisation ™.

On 6th March, 1967, scicutolony way
debated in the House on a Motion for
the Adjournment, when 1 made it clear
that my right hon. Friend the Home
Secretary and I considered the practice
of scientology to be potentially harmful
to its adherents.  Since the Auderson
Report on Scientology (published in 1665
in the State of Victoria, Australia).
coupled with the evidence already avail-

able in this country, sufficiently esab..
lished the gencral undesirability " and

poteitial dangers of the cult, we took
the view that there was little point in
holding anotieer inquiry., ,
Alough this warning received a pood
deal of public notice al the time, the
practice of scicatology bias contined. and
indecd  evpanded,  wid Geseinment
Depurtiments, Members of Partiment and
local authorities have received numerous
complaiats about it
- The ‘Government are suatishad, having
reviewed all the available cvidence, that
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soentolony i sodially latul, I
alicnates mambers of familics from edch
other and attribuies squalid and disgraces
ful motives Lo all who oppose it; its
authoritarion principles and practice are
a poteatial micnace to the  paisonality
und well-being of those so deludad as
to beeome its followers 3 above all, its
methods can be a serious danzer 1 the
health of those who submit 1o them.
There is evidence that children are now
being indectrinated.

There is no power under existing law
to prohibit the practice of scieniology :

but the Government have concluded that
it is so objectionable that it would be
right to take all steps within their power
to curb its growth. ’

It appears that scicntology has drawn
its adberents largely from overseas,
though the organisation is now making in-
tensive cllorts to reervit residents of this
country. Forcign nationals come here to
study scientology and 10 work at the so-
culled college in East Grinstead. The
Government can prevent this under exist-
ing law (the Aliens Order), and have
decided to do so.. '

The following steps are being taken
with immediate effect:

() The Hubbard College of Scientology, and
all wther seivutolosy  eatublishnumts, will no
longer be aeeepted as educntionnd establivie
ments for the porpases of Thame Office pulicy
on the admission and subsequent control of

forcign nationals ;

() Farcign nutionals  arriving at  United
Kingdom ports who intend to proceed 1o scicn-
tology estublishments wili no longer be eligible
for admission as Students ;

(¢) Forcign nutionals who are already in
the United Kingdom. for example as visitors,
will pot be aruated student status for the pur-
pose of attending a scientology establishnient ;

(N Vorcign mationals already in the United
Kingdom for study at a scientology establisie
nent will not be granted extensions of stay to
continue these studies ;

(¢) Work permits and employment vouchers
will not be issued to forcign nationals (or Co.n-
monwealth citizens) for work at a scientology
establishmicut ; . .

(Y Work permits already issued to forejun
nationals Jor work at a scientolony establish-
ment will not he extemded,

My right Lhon. Fricnd (he Home Secre-
tary and 1 have dinassed a0 comiderable
body of evidence about the activities of
the cult in this courtry, in particular its
effcets on the mental kealth of a number
of its clients, and its treatment of those
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who altempt (o Teawe the movement or

-who eppose it in any way, We shall con-

tinuc to keep @ close walch on the situi-
ton and are ready to consider other
measures shoull they prove neccssary.
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