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British Court Rejects
Scientologists’ Chapel

LONDON (#—The High
Court rejected Friday an
application by Scientolo-
gists in Britain to set up a
legally recognized chapel
for their cult.

Justice John Percy Ash-
worth said in the Queen's
Bench Divisional Court:
"While Scientology may
be wholly admirable 1
find it difficult to reach
the conclusion that it is a
religion." i

"The idea presented to
my mind is of an organiza-
tion serving as a meeting
point or clearing house for
persens of all religious
beliefs through which
people-may better appreci-
ate their spiritual charac-
ter," the justice said. .~ -

The jud:e ruled that the

Church of Scientology
e R i . e

chapel at the cult's head-
quarters in East Grin-
stead, Sussex, was not a
place of worship.

The Scientologists made
their application, because
under British law if more
than 20 persons assemble
to worship, the meeting {
place must be registered |
with the registrar-general.

Scientology calls itself
"the largest ment: h’eg'lth‘iﬁ
orgsnization in thé world".4
and "a practical religious {
philosophy interested in |
ability, sand ancrga_sing 1;‘
. . ."the most vital philos-
phic movement on the
planet . . . the freeing of
the sonl of wisdom." It

-claims to have millions of

members around the'
world. ) ¥
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