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In the fall of *74 my husband and I each paid $100 to enroll
in a Detroit Church of Scientology course. A short time later
my husband gave them an additional $2,000, Right from the
beginning we were told that a refund would be ours if we
wanted it. Well, we asked for our money back last March and .
still don’t have it. Our calls don’t seem to do any good—will
you please help get our money back?—K.0., Taylor.

Two checks totaling ‘$1866 were picked up by husband after
Action Line questioned local Scientologists about dough delay.
Organization kept remainder of $2200 for what it called adminis-
trative and course charges. Action Line's first contact with
Detroit branch was last October. Resident secretary said you
hadn’t supplied all information necessary for refund, which
would have to be cleared by Scientologist national headquarters
in Los Angeles as well as international office in St. Hill, Eng-
land. Second call month later brought reply from Detroit direc-
tor that proper forms had ‘‘just been received’” and money

would be returned i month.
Checks husband got -~ were
dated Dec. 24, went to old ad-
dress by mistake and were
returned to Scientologists be-
fore husband finally claimed
them. Wayne County Con-
sumer Protection attorney-
told Action Line that agency
had helped pry loose Scientol-
ogy refunds in similar situa-
" tions, offered to help others
kept waiting by organization,
Call agency at 224-2150 in De-
troit and ask for Randall Wo-
kas. . - l
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Narconon Offers Convicts
New Rehabilitation Program

By Eve Drolet

A dynamic young man
with -a message of hope
for narcotic addicts and
others with serious prob-
lems visited Hawalii last
week to introduce apro-
gram called Narconon.

William C. Benitez, a
narcotic user since the
age of 13, and a four
time loser in the Arizona
State Prison, Las notonty
straightened out his own
life, bur is devoting it
to helping his fellow men.
He is doing this through
Narconon, an organiza-
tion he started in jail
- while serving time on a
narcotic charge.

Benitez was invited
to Hawaii by the local
Church  of Scientology.
In  company with iis
pastor, the Reverend
John Elliott, he called
upon prison officials
here to outiine the
program he proposes for
the inmates of the Ha-
waii Prison. According
to Benitez. they were
well received by many
prison officials. includ-
ing Ray Belnap. Admin-

istrator of the Correc-
tions Division.

The program is now
being seriously con-

sidered for trail within
prizon walls, andalsofor
members  of the State’s
Conditional Release Cen-
ter. accordingto Benitez.
The men in the Center

work outside  in the
community, and are re-
turted to the Center at
night.

The Narconon pro-
gram is in use in

Arizona State Prison and
i* composed of more than
100 men. many of them
non-addicts.

BBenitez recalls that
while in prison. he was
dexpondent to the point
of considering suicide,
when he was inspired by
reading a book called
“Fundamentals of
Thought'" by L.RonHub-
bard, founder of Scien-
tology and Dianetics.
The book was given to
him in jail by a fel-
fow inmate.

““When 1 had finished
reading it" says Ben-
ftez ‘'l knew taat I had
found the way out, and
that I would never be
tempted to touch drugs
again.  And that is how
it has been. 1 also knew
I would found an organi-
zatjon for people like my-

self, and that when |
was  ready. I would get
out of jail, even though

at  the time I was look-
ing forward to 15 years
behind bars.’

Wasting no time on
the decision to remake
his life, Benitez, to-
gether with a fellow in-
mate who was studying
law, began to work to-
ward his own release.
After considerable re-
search he found a tech-
nical loophole, in the
manner in which he had
been sentenced, and on
this basis was re-sent-
enced to a four year
term. He had already
served a year of that
time.

Benitez finished out
the three years, working
within the prison to set
up the Narconon program
based upon Scientology
techniques.

The fundamental idea
is showing people ‘who
are in trouble how to
be the cause of things,
rather than the effect.

Substantially it means
giving the person the
confidence to change and
direct his own life,
despite any and all ad-
verse circumstances.

Benitez talked to the
full prison population in
Hawaii for more than an
hour, and says that
95 per cent of his aud-
ience expressed enthus-
iasm for the program
and wanted to try it

Since Benitez must
return to California to
present his program to
the Governor, and to
California  penologists,
the program would be
carried on in Hawaii un-
der Reverend Elliott’s
direction,

Is the program just
for drug addicts? ‘‘By
no means'’ says Benitez.
‘‘Anyone is welcome to
join  who has any type
of disability, _and we
have many such mem-
bers. We do not believe
in classifying people,
calling them drug ad-
dicts,  alcoholics, or
whatever. It is impor-
tant that the person not
identify himself with a
labhel, but that he real-
izes  at all times he is
4 human being, and has
the capacity to make
himselt the kind of per-
iron  he wants to be.
Narconon, while It
started in the field of
‘drug addiction. is for

“have

people with problems
that are interfering
with their ability tocope
with life. All are wel-
come.”’

Reverend Elliott, who
would be administering
the program was asked
to define how it would
work. Said Elliott: .

““The program would
cover both theory and
practice. The theory part
would break down basic
concepts of life such as
control, cause, responsi-

bility and communica-
tion, defining them
clearly.

‘“For example control
is basic tolife; we gc
through life either con-
trolling or being con-
trolled. If youask some-
one what is control, or
what are the parts of
control, you will have a
difficult time gerting an
answer which has a
workable value for ypu.

‘“The man who knows
nothing about the theory
of automobile engines
will have a hard time
repairing one if it is not
functioning well. The
person who likewise
knows nothing about the
anatomy of control will
a difficult time

controlling well, and will
not readily be able toim-
own ability.

prove his

“Controi, as used in
vur  program. &imply
means starting or creat-
ing  something. chang-
ing sometring. | ar
stopping  sumething un-
desirable.  Painters and
inventors are good at
creating or  starting
things. Managers and

repairmen are goodand
changing things or aid-

ing them to continue.
Policemen and firemen
are good at stopping
things.

In the practical part
of the course the
student is involved in
exercises which are de-
signed to increase his
control ability., Just as
a football player is
coached into greater
ability, so the student
is likewise supervisedin
practice.

‘“When a prisoninmate
really learns how tocon-
trol himself andtocom-
municate, his life be-
comes easier to handle,
and the need to violate
law is drastically re-
duced.”’

GREETING his mainland guest ‘William Benitez,

Rev, John Elliott, left,

the Church of Scien-

tology, gives him a coconut as a souvenier of the
Islands, The symbol of a broken hypodermic needle
on Benitez's briefcase symbolizes the Narconon or-
ganization, designed to help drug addicts quit,

=-Pal{ Pregs Photo
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sts could sport wives. carnally
wn, openly and even as a com-
place? One lived in expecta-

it. truth to tell. when he does
» the Vatican to place his case
re the Pope’s feet. he gets so
ngled in his own ambitions to
in the Vatican bureaucracy
he abandons his fiance (for
) she was by now). This
mph of bureaucratic ambition
" lust is one of the most un-
ing moments in the film and
ins all the resources of both
director and the actor. Mas-
anni. I, for one. was not con-
ed. A final scene. with Sophia
2n turning tearfully away from
lover-priest, all her riches
ed. must go down in cinema
pry as a classic case. of cine-
ic exaggeration far beyond
above even the call of duty to
nd the nation. If true, then
sts of such will power will
ainly survive ecumenicism
even seven nights of bingo a
k. with recesses only on Eas-
ind Christmas.
. it doesn't wash. You
> it both ways. Either
ms that made the priest f
his vows are more powe
 all that — or there is a lof
y going on. Which there rea
For. 1 regret to say, Sop
n and Marcello Mastroia
is picture, sound like two I
speaking English with
ng accent to amuse the Am
s. They’'ve become Hollyw
ens even in Italy. That's wiht
VMighty Dollar does, alas.

g more

in Yiddish

e appearance of these hand-
e publications is generally
gnized. One of them, the nov-
y Perets Markish, Tread. of
erations, illustrated by artist
mon Telingater, won a diplo-
at the International Book Ex-
Llion in Moscow, devoted to the
anniversary of Soviet power.
orks by more than 300 Jewish
ers were translated into dif-
nt languages of the USSR dur-
he past few years.
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CREDIT: NOVOSTI

SOVIET-VIETNAM SOLIDARITY IS

THE THEM

E of the new play, “Vietnam Bride,” by the Turkmen

author, Hussein Mukhtorov, now being presented on the stage of the Drama Theater in Ashkabad, capital
of the Turkmen SSR in Soviet Central Asia. Shown here are Yenejan Oraxmuradova_ as Sae, the Vietnamese
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SCIENTOLOGY, the Now Re-
" ligion, by George Malko, Dela-
corte Press, N.Y., 1970, $5.95.

By JAMES ERICKSON

It has often been pointed out by
Marxists that obscurantist nove-
ments are tolerated and often en-
couraged in our capitalist society.
These movements divert many
well-meaning people from a class

"analysis of capitalism and the
need and means to change it. One
of the most recent examples of
organized nonsense is a combina-
tion of science fiction and mysti-
cism known as Scientology. The
book, *‘Scientology, the Now Re-
ligion,” is a non-political but some
what critical look at the subject.

Scientology is the brainchild of
L. Ron Hubbard. He contributed
to science fiction magazines be-
fore coming out with his imagina-
tive new religion. Scientology
pays off better than space stories,

heroine, and Ata Bekmurodov as the Sout

e e e e e e R

:  Growth of irrat

though. The author of the present
book estimates that Hubbard is
taking in $140.000 a week of the
1.4 million estimated weekly
gross. The U.S. government has
found that some of his checks are
deposited directly into Swiss
banks. Hubbard is at present di-
recting Scientology from a fleet
of ships which he.calls his *‘Sea
Org”.

According to Scientology, some
emotional and physical problems
are caused by ‘engrams™. They
allegedly came from memories of
our prenatal and postnatal past,
as well as from other lives (!).
The cure is to get rid of the en-

Charles Garry, chief counsel
for the Black Panthers, is accus-
tomed to judges who join the pros-
ecution instead of acting as refer-
ees. And so perhaps he felt at
home when he found. on appearing
last Monday night on the David

e, 6 My a0y t.OmY Wy

T%y BEN LEVINE Char’es Garry

grams. This is supposed to be done
by enrolling in a long series of
very expensive courses which
may run into thousands of dollars.
To a materialist. Scientology is a
lot of word-juggling and idealistic
mumbo jumbo. One is inclined not
to take the movement very ser-
iously when it is learned Hubbard
claims to have been in heaven
twice and to Vehus once. Yet
Scientology spokesmen now claim
a worldwide church membership
of 15.000.000. If this is so. it is an
indication of the insanity of a soc-
ial system which allows promot.
ers like L. Ron Hubbard to thrive
and prosper. :

Garry tried time and again to
get back to the basic issue, which
was, as admitted by Edgar Hoover
and Justize Department officials,
that the government was engaged
in a campaign of genocide against
the Panther Party ac evidenced
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By Steve
Peacock

IT WAS not until they
played at a concert fea-
turing Judy Collins and
Tom Paxton at the Albert
Hall, that the Incredible
String Band started to
break out of the strictures
of the straight folk club
world and into- the coilege
and concert circuit that
aliowed them more free-
dom to play music that
was their own, rather
than music that was pre-
dominantly their inter-
pretation of traditional
forms. However, before
then they had not antirely
accepted and bowed
under to the dictates of
traditionalists.

Mike: “First of all, | dia
play traditionai songs —-
badly -— and went round the
foik clubs on that basis, but
then | started doing kind of
Dylanish stuff. I went round
the same circuit again, being
booked on my name as a
traditional singer, and had
some disastrous results R
especially in Aperdeen. I-got
banned from there because
the guy who ran the Aber-
deen folk club was very
much a traditional freak.”

Meanwhile, Robin was
working the folk clubs with
Clive Palmer — a founder

member. of the String Band
and one of the mainstays of
the British folk scene. ""Basi-
cally what we were doing
was being stoned all the
time, and within that frame-
work we managed to scratch
a few instruments.” said
Robin. '

ANCIREDIBLE
S TIRIFGBAHD

- just been

® ROBIN WILLIAMSON: “you don‘t get hung up’

Before that he had
worked with Bert Jansch
and Anne Briggs, and later
Robin, Mike and. Clive ran
Clive's Incredible Folk Ciub,
an all night place in Glas-
gow. lIncredible, apparently,
was just not the word.
“There was only one en-
trance to the place, and that

was up in a lift, and the
bouncers, man — I'm not
kidding — they used to

carry Samurai swords down
their trouser legs, and these
guys used to come in car-
rying guns. and everything.
The first time Joe Boyd
came to see us the club had
raided, and he
found Hamish Imlach stand-
ing at the door warning
people away, so he had to
turn round and go back to
London. The whole thing

cwas too much — | was a
very nervous guy and not.

into socialising much, but

. socialising at Clive's Incred-

ible Folk Club was just
something else . . . | dont
want to go into fult grisly
details, but it was really a
debacle.” -

After that, Clive went to

Afganistan, and Robin to
Morocco; when he came
back he teamed up with

Mike again and began work-
ing as the String Band mark
two.

It was in the Flower
Power, acid summer of ‘67
that they really started
making an impact in this
country, and in the minds of
a lot of people their image
still tends to be associated
with that sort of scene.
However, though acid was
part of their development
and had important influences
on their music it was only a
stage in their development

-and they no longer use it —

or. any drug.
" In the same way, they
have -been ‘through various
spiritual changes, and are all.
now involved with Scien-
tology — something that |}
know very little about apart
from the fact that it has had
a very hostile Press reaction
in this country.




W How far have you got
into Scientology now?

« Mike: .Far eaqugh to
cnetice . oL .0

Robin: The grides are
singularly ‘meapingless
unless you understand what
each grade represents, but
we‘ve all experienced a great
number of extreme benefits
in living, and just in general
ease, having a good time.
¥ In what way. Can you
give an example?

The basic purpose is to
assist people to become very
free, and the basic assump-
tion is that that is man’s
native state, and that the
things that get in the way
{of his being free) are in his
own mind. Scientology is di-
rected at the mind and it
will clear up the things in
the mind that make a person
smaller or make him fail or
just not able to do the
things he wants to do. By
removing those things the
person expands and can do
the things he wants to do in
whatever field they might
be. | find it a great help in
my field.

B Which is basically your
writing . . .

in my writing yes, . . . it
doesn’t ‘affect my abilities
except in that it removes my
negative abilities and so the
positive abilities, which are
there, are just merely en-
hanced because the negative
abilities don't get in the way
— you.don’t get hung up, so
there’'s nothing to stop you
writing.

Mike: It's funny, because
when | first got into it | was
really uptight about whether
it would heip my ability to
write and play, but that was
obviously because | consid-
ered my ability to write and
play was pretty good. When
I went into Scientology 1
asked them if they could in-
troduce me to people who
had benefited creatively — |
reaily went to a whole lot of
hassle about it — but the
thing was that the grooviest

“area of my life was playing

and singing, and | got into
Scientology and saw that all
the other areas were really
in @ mess. So when you ask
the question does it really -
affect your writing, ves it
did, but in my case it affect-
ed them mostly by clearing
up the rest of my life.
O o o

Robin: Obviously artists
are going to be good at art;
but the question of whether
they're good at handling the
rent collector or getting on
with women or just feeling
happy is another matter.
Most of the artists walking
around today are not very
happy, and a lot of them
also consider that you make
better art by being unhappy,
but that's not really true at
all. | mean, the artistic ability
has got nothing to do with
being miserable, its got to
do with wishing and desiring
to create. Some people
create in doom, but that
doesn’t mean that you can't
create from like a very
cheerful state of mind. it
doesn't mean to say that
you always have to write
happy stuff either. From my
viewpoint now, | can assume
any state of mind — | can
choose to be sad, or choose
to be this or that you know,
| can choose any of those
positions without having to
be in any of them contin-
ually. ’

8 There seems to be a lot
of bad feeling against Sci-
entology from all kinds of
peopls, yet from what
you say now it seems to
have been such a good
thing for you. Why do
you think there is so
much bad feelifig against
it, in this country at least?

Well, basically because
the subject that we're taiking
about, the mind, is a very
tender subject, and as soon

as you mention a way to’

make somebody free you run
into -all the things that are’

stopping people feel free.

Théey ran into extremely
negatrve criticism., a com-
plete pack of lies by the
Press. People have got a
false impression of the or-
ganisation because of that
opposition, and because of
the fact that it hasn't got my
media as such to defend
itself through.

Malcolm: When | first
heard about .scientology |
was very dubious about the
whote thing, because at that
time I'd really got into East-
ern religions and | had a
whole thing about very an-
cient wisdom. But then |
realised that it was the very
opposite, and that they'd

started off perfect but that

they’'d had millions of years
to undeveliop, and that a lot of

them had reached the stage

where they were very far
away from what they'd origi-
nally set out to be. Anyway,
through various reasons |
went into Sciertology as
well, and it's benefited me
greatly as well. In my art,
I've always wanted to create
joy and 1-was finding it very
difficult because, as Robin
has said, | was running into

a lot of problems: | find it -
much easier to create joy -

now.

B Is that the same with '
you Robin, because you °
were involved with East- -

ern religions at one time?
Ever since | was a little
kid I've been interesed in. ..

spritual development, and |
was looking around for one
kind of school that would
give me some kind of spiri-
tual development. | tried alf
kinds of things, and most of
them had a lot "of really
beautiful people in them but
I-yvas just not getting any-
thing really concrete that |
could latch on to. Scien-
tology is the thing that I've
found so far that does that
for me, workably in the
20th century, and as such
I'll give it my whole. support,
Mike: Its methods are so
technically good, they're very
practically impressive, that
vou reaily notice the resuyits.
You've got no doubts about
how you've been changed.

B Very broadly, what
does it involve.

Robin: It's a science of
the mind. There's actually an
enormous amount of data.
it's the kind of thing where
you've been involved with it
for a while, and if you stop
for a second and look at
what you actually know, it's
totally enormous; but it's
given to you in such a.beau-
tifully designed way that it
never gets overwhelmingly
enormous. You find that
you're surprised at how
much you know. That's why
it's called Scientology, know-
ing how to know, the study
of knowingness.

M Is it a kind of re-learn-
ing process then? .

There's all different kinds
of techniques, literally thou-
sands of different techniques
which you employ regularly,
and all these different
actions for every person. .

Mike: If you went into sci-
entolcgy, there’'d be certain
actions to be done, and
you'd understand enough
about the actions to be able
to. run them, or to have
somebody do the actions
with you. Then as you go_in
it more you get ‘the abitities
so that you are able to do
them with someone else —
you just get that knowledge
and so it all just builds up

until you handle your own

case eventuallv.

a o a

B The .things you were
saying earlier about the
effacts that this has, a lot
of people would make
similar claims for things
like acid. Would you say
this was a better way of
‘apening yoursetf up?
Robin: Talking about acid,
you're talking about some-
thing which gives you an ex-
perience, right? But you
can’t live continually on an
acid trip, so what you have
to do is to find a way to
-have a high, te find a way to
feel good, so that you can
do the things you want to

_do, preferably without run-

ning into the complications
of the law, and without run-
ning into the complications
of the various other side
effects that all drugs have.

Licorice: It's a matter of
the person being able to do
it for themselves. It is pos-
sible for a person to be ec-
static without actually taking
any stuff,

Mike: It's just a very
minus thing if in order to get
ecstaticness which is inher-
ent in you, you have to take
something which is not in-
herent in you.

Robin: Obviously, if you
take a drug it is because you
didn't feel good and vyou
wanted to feel good, or to
feel better. Say vyou feel
really great, you don't have
to take a drug. That's really
what Scientology is all
about. It's to do with living
and doing and using your
full potential.
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