NOVEMBER ? 1971

Scienlologists
lose “Mind

Penders’ case

,)y Our High Court Reporter

NIR Justice O'CoNnNoR dis-
missed two applica-
tions by the Church of
Scientology  yesterday for
the editor of a provincial
newspaper and the author
of “The Mind Benders,” a
hook on the cult, to be sent
_ to prison for contempt of
court.

The judge said on the third
day of the hearing that he would
give his reasons today.

In the applications, the
Chuvch of Scientology had sought
‘o commit to prison Mr CyRiL
vosren, the author, and Mr
Kerrh WHETSTONE, cditor of the
Coventry  Evening  Telegraph,
which  published " an editorial
commenting on the Foster Report

(on Scientology, last December,

The Scientologists claimed in
court that Mr Vosper, a former
Scientologist, and Mr Whetstona
were in contempt  of  court
hecause the hook and the article
in the newspaper might pre-
judice forthcoming libel actions
in  which  the Church  of
Scientology is involved,

Mr Epwann Garnnry, Q C, re-
presenting both the church and
Mr PEVER DALTON GINEVER, ]

=public relations oflicer, said his
clients were defendanis in a
libel action, which was being
<brought by NMr Kenneth
obinson, former Health
“linister.
-1 The church also songht com.
<‘mittal orders “or other punish-
nent” against NEVILLE Speean.
VAN LT, publishers of 'he
wok, and  COVENTRY  NEwWSs.
SarERs  [TD., owners of the
1ewspaper.

i “Unreality” elaim

" Mr LroN Brirtan, for Mr
whetstone and the paper’s pulw
ishers, said the church's appli-
sation had “an air ol grotesque
Aneeality abont 1"

The libel aciions would be
Geard o Londow next vear and
towas most unlikely that anyone
‘rom Covenlry would serve on
Jie jury.

Thete was not a scintilla of
Cdence 1o sugpest it was seri-

W, likely that the article

QN in any way impede the

Dial justice.
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