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Kingsberry Homes speak for themselves.
With designs that match the way you live.
Like the Riverwood.
NN i Mk

For a full color brochure showing you why the Riverwood and more
than 170 other Kingsberry Homes speak for themselves, send 82 to:

Boise Cascade Manufactured Housing Division/Eastern Operalions,
Dept. $36, 61 Perimeter Park, Atlanta, Georgia 30341.
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Manufactured Housing Division/Eastern Operations

Decades of Decision
The American Revolution

Dramatic episodes that celebrate
the heroism of the common man in America’s fight for freedom.
Begins Wednesday evening, March 17 on PBS-TV.
Co-funded by Mobil and the National Geographic Seciety.
Host: Henry Fonda
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Phenomena,
comment
and notes

How Roo may have navigated,
chaos in air quality, family planning
among buntings—ecofunerals

In these days of searching for ecological
and energy-wise solutions to everything,
it seems reasonable to look at the small
Parsi community in Pune (Poona), India,
which traditionally has a very direct bio-
logical means for disposing of their dead.
They put corpses up on top of the Tower
of Silence where scavenging vultures soon
arrive and “ensure timely disposal.”
According to Bombay's Free Press Jour-
nal, however, there’s trouble on the
Tower of Silence—thanks to a suicidal
Parsi gentleman who recently did himself
in with cyanide. Subsequently a number
of the helpful vultures died of the same
cause, and the rest apparently took note
and decided to boycott the holy place.

The quokka question

A most appealing aspect of marsupials
is their diagnostic feature—the pouch.
Sentimentalists coo at the thought of
the newborn kangaroo crawling up its
mother’s stomach and tumbling into the
warmth and safety of her welcoming
pouch, later to peek out beguilingly. But
how does the baby know how to get
there? It can’t see, after all.

It has nostrils, so it may smell its
destination; what scientists call chemo-
taxis. However, looking at opossums,
some researchers have suggested that the
newborn reacts to gravity, though how it
could do so with such poorly developed
inner ears (where the sense of balance is
found) is a mystery.



Now four Australian scientists, writ-
ing in Nature, (Volume 259, Number
5538), claim to have settled the question
once and for all, at least for quokkas.
Among several laboratory observations
they made, they tilted a newly delivered
quokka mother slightly off the vertical.
Her newborn steadfastly headed straight
up, thus missing the pouch by one centi-
meter. Then the mother was turned head
down: the little joey turned around and
went toward the pouch.

So, however they sense gravity, baby
quokkas make their first voyage by navi-
gating on the basis of what is called “neg-
ative geotropism.”

Proving the obuvious

Children, it has long been suspected, are
dangerous to the health of adults, and
British investigators have now docu-
mented one way this is true.

Primary schoolchildren were invited
to scream into a sound level meter. The
mean level of some 200 screeches was 114
dBA. The highest was a 12-year-old girl
who logged in at 122 dBA, which, accord-
ing to New Scientist (Volume 68, Number
980), is at the threshold of listener pain.
A four-year-old reached 111 dBA.

What is generally considered a safe
noise level for extended periods of time is
90 dBA. So now it is proved that children
can be a specific occupational hazard for
teachers who run a noisy class or who
mind the playground.

An old fish story

The coelacanth (pronounced see-la-canth)
is a fish that has been much misunder-
stood by scientists, though much admired.
In the first place, it was long supposed to
have been extinct for 70 million years un-
til one turned up in 1938, caught by fish-
ermen off the coast of South Africa.

Since then, this lobe-finned fish,
thought to be a direct precursor of the
four-legged animals and therefore of us
(though even this is now in doubt), has
turned up often on fishermen's lines:
some 85 have been taken from the Indian
Ocean off Mozambique. But none has
been captured alive, which has left biol-
ogists guessing about some of the coela-
canth’s most intimate biological proc-
esses—reproduction, for example. Is it
oviparous (bearing eggs) or ovoviviparous
(bearing live young)?

Good Kentucky Bourbon actually soft-
ens the taste of pipe tobacco. Subtly
adding flavor without disguising it.
Amazingly, the Swedes discovered it.

The result is Borkum Riff. A unique,
definitely rich smoke that won't bite.
Burns evenly. Stays lit. Because it's
riff cut to pack perfectly.

You'lt like it. Borkum Riff, the
Bourbon Smoke. From Sweden.
Where fine tobaccois afine art.

One of life’s simple pleasures.

3d by United States Tobacco Company.



An Easter Remembrance.
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In the absence of w clearly identifiable
sexorgan capable ol internal lertiliza-
tion, the fish was said by many biologists
to be oviparous, but others wondered
about the small number of Luge cggs
found in some specimens. Too few, they
thought, to insure survival.

The puzzle now has been solved by
icthyologists at the American Museum of
Natural History in New York. Dissecting
what tuwrned out to be a gravid female
(which had been in ghe museum’s collec-
tion for more than a decade), they found

five fully formed young coelacanths.
So the coelacanth is ovoviviparous.
Now, isn't it nice, these days, to have

A unique half-pound assortment of Godiva
Chocolates for connoisseurs of sweets, packed
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especially confusing if the citizen travels
very much.
According o Environmental Science

1401 “F” Street ,\

Washington, D.C. 20004

EVERYBODY'S GOTA
SOUTH AMERICAN TOUR
FOR TOURISTS.

WE'VE GOT ONE
FOR ARCHAEOLOGISTS.

It’s an 8-day tour to the Archaeological Park in San Agustin, Colom-
bia, where the Agustinianos lived for 2000 years. There you can look at
hundreds of stone statues, ceremonial fountains, and tombs and try to
unravel one of South America’s most interesting mysteries. Price $609,
double occupancy, from New York, $498 from Miami, including airfare.
See your travel agent, send the coupon or call us toll free at
(800) 221-2200. In N.Y. State call 586-6040.
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and Technology (Volume 10, No. 1), the
President’s Council on Environmental
Quality made a survey in 1974 and dis-
covered that among the 33 largest U.S.
cities, no two indices were the same,
They differed in such things as the num-
ber of pollutants counted, and in the
manner in which they were interpreted.

So. in combination with several other
federal agencies, the Council has been de-
veloping guidelines for a standardized
index, which will be released next month.
There’s no way to force all locales to use
a standardized index, but it does seem to
make sense that we all get the bad news
in the same format.

Medical clues

It vour fingernails are distinctly darker
at the tips, then you have chronic kidney
failure and you should get to a doctor
right away. Researchers at the University
of Mississippi Medical Center say they
have “found the half-and-half nail to be
a highly specific sign, according to Medi-
cal Morld News (Volume 17, Number 1).
It was already known to medicine that
uremia makes Lebanese dark and Scan-
dinavians yellow, so Mississippi’s John D.
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THE 19TH WORLD CRUISE FROM THE WORLD'S MOST
EXPERIENCED WORLD CRUISE LINE.

The Grand Tour is alive and well at Holland America.

On the 19th of Janugqry 1977, the flagship of Holland
America Cruises, the s.s. Rotterdam, will sail from New York to
Port Everglades, Florida, and then on to circle the globe for the
19th consecutive year.

Your itinerary offers you world and time enough to savor
the contrasts of ancient history and history in the making. The
85-day voyage will bring you to 20 ports in 17 countries. You'll
view the glories of Athens and ancient Greece and the glorious
sun of Acapulco, the splendor of the Taj Mahal and the spectacle
of the pyramids. You'll enjoy visits to Bali and Casablanca; Haifa,
Hong Kong and Honolulu; Singapore and Yokohama. And more.

All with no packing and unpacking, no checking in and
out of hotels or getting held up in holding patterns over airports.

As you cruise, you'll live in a manner to which very few
are accustomed. For the s.s. Rotterdam is truly a luxurious
international resort designed and built to cruise the world in
uncompromising grandeur. So you'll relax in a spacious cabin
with all the comforts of home. Dine elegantly on gourmet cuisine
featuring freshly prepared specialities of the lands you visit. And
enjoy a world of leisure at your beck and call.

You'll bask in the sun, swim in our indoor and outdoor
pools and enjoy first-run movies, first-rate entertainers and three
dance bands. And all the while the world sails right up to you.

So join Holland America and see the world. For - ‘
information consult your travel agent or Holland America Cruises,
Dept. B, Two Penn Plaza, New York, NY 10001.

Or call 212-760-3880. _ _

The s.s. Rotterdam is registered in the Netherlands

Antilles.

:= Holland America Cruises
~aEE=syr— VACATIONS THAT ARE ALL VACATION SINCE 1872.

from other causes, and somre healthy peo-
ple. The half-and-half nail, which is a
result of melanin being deposited in the
nail bed, was found exclusively among
patients with chronic kidney failure—
though not all such patients have it. In
any event, it can serve as a valuable diag-
nostic clue for GPs.

Meanwhile, one finds in the same issue
of Medical World News that doctors are
seeking clues to the identity of another
aflliction. It seems that someone is suff-
ciently disgruntled with the policies of
the American Medical Association to be
swiping its documents and leaking them
to the press and to federal investigators.
AMA staffers say they know who it is
but cannot prove it. They also say the in-
formant is no doubt connected with the
Church of Scientology, which the AMA
considers a suspect cult. The informant,
in phone conversations, says he’s not so
connected at all.

Of course, the informant is known as

Sore Throat.
e e,

Redoing history

There is a move afoot to make a science
of history. It is being attempted by mathe-
matically minded historians who call
themselves “cliometricians” and apply to
the past the techniques of mathematical
and statistical analysis used by the social
sciences. While this sounds distressing to
those for whom history has always been,
among other things, a “good read,” the
cliometricians are turning up some sur-
prises in American history, according to

“Mosaic (Volume- 7, Number 1).

® For example, most historians believe
the Civil War gave impetus to U.S. indus-
trialization but that the economy stag-
nated in the 1870s. Precisely wrong.
Manufacturing sagged in the 1860s and
per capita income in the '70s grew faster
than any time afterward until the second
World War.

e In the 20 years before the Civil War,
per capita income in the South was not
stagnating but grew as fast, probably fast-
er, than in the North, though presumably
from a lower base.

® Shipping costs declined from 1600 to " -

1850, not because of technological im-
provements in ships but because piracy
was eliminated and, with markets concen-
trated, ships simply spent less time in
port getting loaded.




