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Court Demands Farber Files
From Doubleday and Warner

Doubleday and Company and Warner
Communications were ordered by a
New Jersey judge on August 9 to turn
over files relating to book or film nego-
tiations with New York Times reporter
Myron Farber. Both companies had
been issued subpoenas by Superior
Court Judge William J. Arnold to pro-
vide information on contract dealings
with’ Farber, whose investigations at
New Jersey’s Riverdell Hospital unk,
covered a series of hospital deaths that’
preceded the murder trial of Dr. Mario
E. Jascalevich. The defense in the Jas-
calevich trial requested the companies”
files to support its contention that Far-
ber conspired to bring about the in-
dictment of Dr. Jascalevich to profit
from a book and film about the case.
Farber is now serving a jail sentence
for refusing to turn over his notes.
Attorneys for both Doubleday and
Warner Communications made motions
to quash the subpoenis but their efforts

met with “only partial success. The
companies were allowdd to keep some
of the subpoened files. but others,
“whicli were thought to be too im-
portant to the case,”” in the words of
James McGrath, Doubleday and Com-
pany’s vice-president and general
counsel, must be turned over. He said
these files included Doubleday’s con-
tract file and an editorial file. Double-
day’s position, kaid McGrath, was that
the subpoena represented a violation of
the confidential relationship between
author and publisher. as well as con-
stituting an infringement upon first
amendment rights. McGrath declined

- 10 say whether arber had actually

contracted with Doubledav for a book.
Maurtin D, Payson: wvice-prestdent and
general counsel for Warner Communi-
cattons, commented, “"We have re-
ceived the court’s statement, complied
and have made no contractual arrange-
meni with Farber.™

New York State Booksellers
Face Proposed Indecency Bill

Booksellers who display “*indecent ma-
terial”* to minors can be charged with a
criminal offense, if a proposed amend-
ment to New York State’s penal law is
passed. Assembly Bill 12056, which is
likely to make its second appcarance
before the Assembly this month, wouhﬁ
make hooksellers liable if material de-
Spedssharmful oo miner s displave!
wany part of the store accessible to o

inot. The bill states that a bookseller
15 presumed to have “knowledge of the
character and content of the material
sold, loaned or displayed’ within the
store. )

The American Booksellers Associa-
tion has urged New York State book-
sellers to oppose the bill. It finds the
bill’s language to be so vague in de-
scribing indecent materials as to en-
compass a wide range of books **found
in stocks of the most circumspect
bookstore.”” Declared the ABA, ““The
Kicker is that you don’t have to sell
anything to a minor.” nor does the mi-
nor ‘‘have to come into your estab-
lishment. Seeing in or through a win-

bill.” It added, “The bill is cvery bit as
unconstitutional as the Tennessee Act™
(PW, July 17). Michael Bamberger, a
fawver for Media Coalition, an umbrel-
la greap for @ number of organizations
in the publishing industry, noted- that
though the bill came in *“*without a lot
of tantare and publicity. it raiscs consti-
tutional problems that greatly concern
the publishing community.”

Atissue are, for the most part, ““pon-
ehe e matermte. However, because
ol the legal distnctions between what
s e sent for minors and wiit is inde-
cent i adults, bookscllers may find
themscives laced with a-choice of ci-
ther segregating material deemed harm-
ful to minors in one part of a store or bar-
eing menors from the premises entirely.
This iutter action has been recoms-
mended by the ABA should the bill pass.

Booksellers and publishers also ob-
ject to the section of the bill which finds
the bookseller legally responsible for
the specific contents of books and ma-
terials defined as indecent for a minor,
even though the bookseller may not be
familiar with the specific contents of
the material. Said Bamberger, ‘‘Any-
one who displavs such material 1s pre-

know what’s inside the book.”" B
seilers found puilty wouid be che
with a “class. B misdemcanos™ o
the law.

Assembly Bill 12056 ciune befon
New York State Assembly on Jul:
this year. It received a vate of 73
vor versus 18 against but failed 1!
‘because too few representatives w
present to meet state reguirems
The bill went back to the Assemt
Rules Committee and has now been
on the calendar for a secoud vote,

Author Files $20-Million
Suit Against Scientologists
“The author of a book critical of &
tologists has filed a $20-mithon der:-
suit against the Church of Scientol
of New York, Inc.. charyring it wib
calculated and reckless plan ~ of
rassment during the past ‘ive and
years. The suit was filec wugne:
State Supreme Court in Now Yok
by Paulette Cooper. auil »r of
Scandal of Scientology.” . .iblished
Tower in 1971.

According to publishe:  cporis >
entologists caused the pnbhsher
withdraw the hook trom cncular
While acknowtedging ti...0 there »
*‘complaints and suits by the chune
Gerard. Brisman, exceutive e
dent of Tower Publicitniy -
would reserve all commen: et
book’s history pendiny liscusy
with counsel and with the . othor,

In her complaint, Cooper assetre:
records recently obtained by the 1
from the files of the Churvh of S
tology indicate that she was the ob
of a campaign with the cod - cume *1°
eration Freakout,” the stated puig
of which was to “‘incarcenite Pk
Cooper in a mental institutioi « s
her in juil.”

Cooper,. who is the anther aiw
*The Medical Detectives™ (Mike
*Growing Up Puerto Ricar™ (v~
House, NAL) and a chi.ion’s »
“Halloween™ (Watts)., sid one w3
of a retaliatory campaign against.*
began in Cecember 1972, At the u~
her complaint states, Suicntolg |
gained access to her apartment thire
false pretenses, stole her personal o
tionery. composed a bomh threst
themselves purportedly from &
mailed it to themselves and ieported
receipt to the FBI. In May 1977
was indicted for sending i bomb i
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denying it, and arrested. It was not un-
til 1975, the complaint asserts, that she
was able to demonstrate her innocence
-and the charges were dismissed. And it
was not until October 1977, the com-
plaint continues, that she was advised
by the FBI that evidence had been ob-
tained bearing out her allegations
against the Scientologists.

Cooper told PW that a federal grand
jury in-the Southern District of New
York is currently considering new evi-

-dence obtained from the subpoenaed

records of the church that the bomb
threat was, as she charged, a frame-up.

In other actions in its campaign to si-

lence her as a critic, her suit charges,
the church has instituted 14 suits
against her; has sent *‘false and mali-
cious but anonymous’’ letters to her
friends and fellow tenants; has made

“‘threatening and abusive telephone -

cails to her’’; has stolen records from
her and from the offices of her doctor
and lawyer; and has threatened her
with bodily harm.

Other publishers, as well as Toway,
have feit the brunt of the church's ai-
tention. For the two months prior to

Lippincott’s . publication-~June~ 19~ of

“‘Snapping: America’s Epidemic of
Sudden Personality Change'’ by Flo
Conway and Jim Siegelman, represent-
tatives of Scientology made repeated
demands to see the manuscript or
proofs. according to Lippincott. Their
campaign of pressure was directed
against Siegeiman, the authors’ agent-
lawyer, their editor. two executive offi-
cers in Lippincott’'s New York offices
and the company’s production manager
and copyediting chief at Lippincott’s
Philadelphia headquarters, When the
demands were refused, the Scien-
tologists threatened legal action if in
their view the published book con-
tained false or misleading material.

In a statement, the authors declared
that the actions of the Scientologists
were *‘tantamount to a demand of prior
censorship and constituted an overt
threat of legal action. The vital ques-
tion of author and publisher Iiubilil]y‘

“I am thrilled by the
opportunity to bring this
book to the screen. It is
a taut, moving story that
will make everyone want to
stand up and cheer.”
—Samuel Goldwyn, Jr.
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Pickle, No Performance,”

rounded by several of his leading ladies at a party at the Doubleday suite. .
left tu right are Kitty Carlisle Hart, Helen Hayes and Gloria Swonson

has only recently begun to attract pub-
lic attention, in part because of the ac-
tions of Scientology and other organi-
zations whichihave virtually unlimited
funds at their disposal to pursue their
critics in the courts,’” the authors said.

Copyright Officials Stress
Deposit Law at Bar Meeting

The U.S. Copyright Officc, operating
under strict requirenents for deposit of
two copies of copyrighted works, has
made formal demands in several in-
stances for deposit copies that could
wind up in legal action by the Depart-
ment of Justice, according to represen-
tatives of the Copyright Office.

In discussing several aspects of the
new copyright law at the recent annual
meeting of the American Bar Associa-
tion in New York City, Barbara Ringer,
Register of Copyrights, and Jon Baum-
garten, Copyright Office general coun-
sel, stressed deposit regulations. The
new luw, which requires one copy of a
book for registration and one copy for
the Library of Congress, was written
with a view to building the LC collec-
tion. 'ne officials said. They asserted
i hed every intention of enforcing

* the taw it, through negligence or care-
Clessiress, copies are not sent in re-

sponee to formal demands. Ringer said
soow situations of that nature had al-
ready arisen and the Justice Depart-
ment had been notified.

Both she and Baumgarten also urged
members of the copyright bar to help
ease the crisis in processing copyright
registration applications by studying
the new forms carefully and educating
their clients about the complexities.

While the registration procedures of
the U.S. copyright system do present
difficulties, Ringer said it was still her
opinion that registration is a good thing
hecause it creates a useful public rec-

rd of copyrighted works.

future changes in the law, howevc:
said she was not at all convinced

. copynright notice (© with name and!
_ of copyright owner) wis benel

Many countries do not require e
thus eliminating one of the mam

malities required by the UJ.S. Jaw

noted. Without notice. she said, ¢
thing must be presumed t¢ be in{i:

vate domain unless proven other
“I'm not sure that would be «

thing.” she said.

Acknowledging the «.istence
real emergency in the Copyright ¢
officials said they were reviewieg
forms with a view (o possible »
plifications. but told mecmbers
ABA’s Section of Patent. Trades
and Copyright Law tha: he infi-
tion sought in the current forms is
erally required by the r w copv
law. Shortly before that faw went
effect, they said. the Copyright (¥
was inundated by a floon of appt

tions—apparently from bavgam huy

who wanted to register @' the lowe
fee before the new $10 (¢ went jni
fect or from persons who saw somy;
vintage to registering ader the
law. After January |. whon the new)|
went into effect, applications contie
to come in at a rapid rate antil now.
Copyright Office is stagroring undi
backlog.of 110,000 application.
Ringer, featured spessnes atals
con session on August . g
cvery attorney in the Convoright (¥
had been drafted for the joo ot exss
ing applications—many ot which!
faulty and require correspondence
additional information from apphs d
Budget limits, imposed on the Li
of Congress by an economy-me
Congress in the aftermath of Ca|
nia's vote to cut property taxes,
it impossible to look to thit ~our
help in funding additional statto e
job. ol
The Copyright Office i still hople




