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ne of the biggest barriers to

learning a new subject is its
nomenclature, meaning the

set of terms used to describe the
things it deals with. A subject
must have accurate labels which
have exact meanings before it can
be understood and communi-
cated. :
If I were to describe parts of
the body as “thingamabobs” and -
“whatsernames,” we would all be in
a confusion, so the accurate mean-
ing of something is a very impor-
tant part of any field.

A student comes along and
starts to study something and
has a terrible time of it. Why? Be-
cause he or she not only has a lot
of new principles and methods to
learn, but a whole new language as
well. Unless the student under-
stands this, unless he or she
realizes that one has to “know the
words before one can sing the
tune,” he or she is not going to
get very far in any field of study or
endeavor.

Now I am going to give you an
important datum:

The only reason a person gives
up a study or becomes confused
or unable to learn is because he or
she has gone past a word that was
not understood.

The confusion or inability to

grasp or learn comes after a word
that the person did not have de-
fined and understood.

Have you ever had the experi-
ence of coming to the end of a
page and realizing you didn’t know
what you had read? Well, some-
where earlier on that page you
went past a word that you had no
definition for.

Here's an example: “It was

| found that when the crepuscule ar-

rived the children were quieter
and when it was not present,

they were much livelier.” You see
what happens. You think you don’t
understand the whole idea, but
the inability to understand came
entirely from the one word you
could not define, crepuscule

which means twilight or darkness.

This datum about not going past
an undefined word is the most
important fact in the whole subject
of study. Every subject you have
taken up and abandoned had its
word which you failed to get de-
fined.

Therefore, be very, very cer-
tain you never go past a word you
do not fully understand. If the
material becomes confusing or
you can’t seem to grasp it, there
will be a word just earlier that you
have not.understood. Don't go
any further, but go back to before

you got into trouble, find the mis-
understood word and get it de-
fined.

That is why we have a dictio-
nary. It will not only be the new
and unusual words that you will
have to look up. Some commonly
used words can often be mis-
defined and so cause confusion. Use
a general English language dictio-
nary for any word you do not
understand when you are reading or

studying.

Definition of a student

A student is one who studies. He
is an attentive and systematic ob-
server. A student is one who
reads in detail in order to learn and
then apply.

As a student studies he knows
that his purpose is to understand
the materials he is studying by
reading, observing, and demon-
strating so as to apply them to a
specific result.

He connects what he is study-
ing to what he will be doing.

The intention of the student

The state of mind with which a
student approaches study will de-
termine the results that a student
gets from the study.

The student must determine
what he is going to do with the
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materials he is studying. He

must determine what he is going to
do with the information he is ab-
sorbing.

If a student’s intent is to study
the materials so he can pass the
exam he will be very incapable of
doing anything with the subject
once the exam is over. He might
be a great theoretician, but he
will not be able to use the subject.

Some students don’t have any
intention other than getting -
through the course. They are just
there studying away. They balk at
doing demos or looking up words
for their exact meaning. Even when
forced to demonstrate something
they maintain the attitude that it
has nothing to do with them. “It’s all
very interesting to read,
but. . ..”

Non-involvement is the primary
barrier in the ability to apply the
materials of course.

There can be many reasons for
study. Points, exams, status,
speed, glory, whatever. There is
only one valid reason: Studying for
understanding, application and
practice.

Words, misunderstood goofs

It has come to my attention that
words a student misunderstands
and looks up can yet remain

troublesome.

It’s this way: The student runs
across a word he or she doesn’t
understand. He or she looks it up
in a dictionary, finds a substitute
word and uses that.

Of course, the first word is still
misunderstood and remains a
bother.

Example: (Line in text) “The
size was Gargantuan.” Student
looks up Gargantuan, finds “like
Gargantua, huge.” Student uses
“huge” as a synonym and reads
the text line “The size was ‘huge’.”
A short while later is found still in-
capable of understanding the
paragraph below “Gargantua” in the
text. Conclusion the student
makes: “Well, it doesn’t work.”

The principle is that one goes dull
after passing over a word one
does not understand and
brightens up the moment he spoke
the word that wasn't grasped. In
actual fact, the brightening up
occurs whether one defines the
word or not.

But to put another word in the
place of the existing word is to
mess it all up.

Take the above example.
“Huge” is not “Gargantuan.” These
are synonyms. The sentence is
“The size was Gargantuan.” The
sentence was nof “The size was

Vital Data on Study
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huge.” You can't really substitute
one word for another and get
anything but an alteration. So some-
thing remains not understood.

The correct procedure is to
look over, get defined well and
understand the word that was
used.

In this case the word was “Gar-
gantuan.” Very well, what's that?
It means “like Gargantua” ac
cording to the dictionary.

Who or what was Gargantua?
The dictionary says it was the
name of a gigantic king in a book
written by Rabelais. Cheers, the
student thinks, the sentence
meant “The size was a gigantic
king.” Oops! That's the same goof
again like “huge.” But we're
hearer.

So what to do? Use Gargantuan
in a few sentences you make up
and bingo! You suddenly understand
the word that was used.

Now you read it right. “The
size was Gargantuan.” And what
does that mean? It means “The
size was Gargantuan.” And no-
thing else.

Get it? There’s no hope for it, mate.

You'll have to learn real English, not
the 600-word basic English of the
college kid, in which a few
synonyms are substituted for all the
big words. O
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