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On May 14, 1951, Lafayette Ronald
Hubbard wrote to the U.S. attorney
general to plead for help in fending
g ahCommmur;igf €Ol gtag, dedxhc;;
e av to i im.
“When, when, when,” he wrytl:ntg “will
we have a roundup?”
%ax“?bling through sevexgh si{x‘gtle-
tﬁ)ewritten es, the letter
:v?:s to all g:sg, the heartfelt

Trail of Controversy

A successful science fiction writer
in the 1940s, L. Ron Hubbard, as he
signed himself, had gone on to bigger
things. He had “discovered” (not in-
vented, he insisted) dianetics, an
amalgam of Freudian psychology and
computer terminology which he pro-
pounded as the answer to' human
aberration, emotional anxiety, psy-
chosomatic illness and the common

 cold.

His book, “Dianetics—The Modern

- Science of Mental Health,” had been

an instant success in May of 1950, and
Hubbard had poured the proceeds
from his best-seller into the forma-
tion of the Hubbard Dianetic Re-

~ search Foundation with branches in

Elizabeth, N.J.; Chicago; W n,
D.C;; New Yor clftg Ané;lesum%d
Honoluln. -~ -

Only a year later, state medical au-
tho_ritieﬁi;r; New Jersey gere iéxvesti-
ga on suspicion of conducti
a medical school without a hcense,ulfxg

“foundation was on the verge of bank-

ruptcy, his second was in
his wife

past year 4 out a half-a-million
dollaré:rem it for me, have cost me
my health and have considerably re-
tarded material of interest to the
United States Government,” Hubbard
said in the letter, which the FBI re-

- leased in 1977 under provisions of the

Freedom of Information Act. Church
kesmen in Los Angeles were
shown a copy of the letter by Times

-reporters in early August and havg

not challenged its authenticity.

Russians, moreover, were trying to
lure him to the Soviet Union to ac-
quire his secrets of brainwashing
while at the same time trying to de-

stroy dianetics, “an American

Science,” Hubbard said. .
And there were mysterious attacks,

three in all, each while he slept. The -

most severe, Hubbard wrote, oc-

curred in” February, 1951, in his

apart}nent on-N. Rossmore St. in Los
eles. o

“About two or three o’clock in the
. morning, the apartment was entered,

"1 was knocked out, had a needle .

thrust into my heart to give it a jet of
air to produce a coronary thrombosis
and was given an electric shock with
a 110-volt current. All this is ali very
blurred to me. I had no witnesses.”

- It was not the first such communi-
cation the Justice Department had re-
cived from Hubbard and it would not
be the last. Four years later, the FBI
made the notation “appears mental”

- - on one of his missives and ceased ac-

knowledging them. ,
Whatever the FBI may think of
him, it is unlikely that the FBI or

.§_gnyone else outside Hubbard's small

Scircle of loyal followers quite antici-
pated his capacity for rebounding

« from misfortune. T

' “Twenty-seven years later, the 67-

year-old Hubbard stands venerated

*by several hundred thousand follow-

-ers in the United States, Europe and

'seattered parts of Africa and Asia ag

“the founding patriarch of the Church

of Scientology.

- From a faddish metaphysical cult in

‘g',the early 1950s, Hubbardian dianetics

sbecame Hubbardian Scientology and

:in 1954 began to assume the mantle of

t“-;a”new religion. Since the early 1960s,

f Scientology under the guidance of

%Hubbard and his third wife,

. ¥ Sue, has metamorphosed into an elab-
%yorate Orwellian theocracy of impos-
- ing international scale, influence and
; wealth, L
i . In the intervening years Hubbard’s
-expanding organization has left a trail
+-of controversy across four continents

- {88 medical authorities attacked Scien-
jlology’s therapeutic claims and
““governments resisted its efforts to

: ggin the special protections that
» Western society accords to religious

organizations—notably, tax-exempt

status. Scientology in turn lashed
back at its critics with vitriolic com-
bativeness, - - -
“Don’t ever defend. Always attack
‘... Only attacks resolve threats,”
Hubbard advised hig expanding
_worldwide organization in a policy
-laid down Aug. 15, 1960. “If attacked
«.. always find or manufacture
“enough threat against them to cause
* them to sue for peace.” - :
" “People who attack Scientology are
- criminals,” Hubbard wrote in later
~church documents. “Politician A
_stands up on his hind legs in a par-
“Jiament and brays for condemnation
“of Scientology. When we look him
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of Jaipur owned it, has, since

1959, been the international head-

people consistently involved in Scien-
tology in the United States, spokes-

.called “franchises”) tha

more numerous missions (formerly
t are often

ters for the Guardian Order, a secre-

tive, parallel administrative structure !'

publicist in New  York
church i

, Said -the
1s also spending another

* form of psychological
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bard spent much of his time until last

Whatever the precise numbers, -
Year ghoard his 3,280-ton converted Scientology plainly appegls to thoys

ing characteristic of Scien-
tology is the organization’s aggressive
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“rishioners are expected to spend sums”
ranging from hundreds to thousands
“of dollars- for auditing courses that -
‘ promlse 10 relieve anxieties, expand
‘one’s self-esteem and “awareness,”
enhance the intellect and
[ ' way to self- determmatxon and “total |
freedom S

" These promlses are founded upon |

Hubbard's conception of the human

mind and its foibles and he began to .
_£lucidate them i in, ‘his 1950 book ondi-
“anetics. .

Hubbard wrote that the source of .
all human aberration and most illness ‘!
‘was a primitive subco;

- said, was a “memory bin” of painful "
traumatic experiences recorded in the
form of “engrams.” As the root of all
éngrams interfered with the '
workmgs of an“unerringly rational,
' computerlike “analyticthind.” ..
L In a theme of prenatal violence that
;" weaves through the book, Hubbard
? said repeatedly that many"

£ date from one’s days in the womb. -

¥ “Mama gets hysterical, baby gets an :
5 engram. Papa hits mama, baby gets

3 :.an engram . . and so it goes.”
Only by up
1ences and guilt feelings during audlt- .

=‘ing could one identify and banish ac-

atumulated engrams- and achieve the’,

ted ¥ s’(ate .of

remembered as an’:

perhaps asa forerunner of assertive-.
“ness. trai -But “Hubbard ‘pro-
r/clauned an. array ‘of medical fringe
“benefits for “clears” that put him on a

- collision course with medical authori-

‘ties up to and including the federal |

‘Food and Drug Administration. * '

- “The problem of psychosomatic ill-

' ness is entirely encompassed by di

, anetics, and by- dianetic techmque
such illness has been eradicated en-

tirély in every case,” he wrote.

;{ “Arthritis vanishes, myopla gets
- better, heart illness decreases, asthma
“disappears, stomachs function p
- erly, and -the whole catalog of
goes away and stays away. -~

¢, “Clears,” Hubbard added, “do not |
Ugetcolds” -

In a later pubhcatnon he said that |

’Sc1entology and the dianetic “thera-
gy it mcorporated could “make the

lind see again, the lame walk again
recover and the sane saner.”
In the ensuing hue and cry from

P\the “medical profession, Hubbard's

of dianetic foundations from

w ‘Jersey to California withered -

ckly He brieﬂdy;e reestablished ;

‘Phoenix, e here  10ay e reated to | mmmg‘mmg Clgnéchof«
w emcorpor- in 1, and’
it.ed the Hubbard Academy ofSclenod -seiged 100 E-meters and twortons of :

open the

ious he:!
i called the “reactive minfd.” This, he

. Had hegone no funher. Hubbard 5.

atise on dianetics ‘might have been -
tive re- | bop
 casting .of Freudian psychology and. ‘gram.

(). ' ‘ .
for THE PRINTED V{ORD—A somple of pubhcatuons expressmg wews df the CMch ‘of Scuentology

tology anﬂ then the Foundmg Church o

6f Scientology.in Washington, D.C.,
with branches in Los Angeles. :
Dianetics. now reappeared, but un-

. embroidered with elements of Bud-
dhxsmd Hmdofumm and the’ galact:ﬁ
wanderings a mlgratory wrai

l ‘called the “thetan.” - .

It was not the brain that harbored

“the obtrusive, engrams, but the “the-

. tan,” or soul, Hubbard now held. Qver -
“sell ruled in 1971 that the church had
-advanced “extravagant false claims”

' the course of trillions of years (in
contrast to the appr(mmately 15 bil-
“lion years astronomers assign to the
-age of the present universe) thetans
had accumulated a weighty burden of
engrams during successive reincarna-
tions, and the challenge of purging
them now seemed more formidable.

Going “clear” became a more diffi-
cult, and expenswe. endeavor.

To help -preclears dlsencnmber o
. treated from claiming to cure psycho-
- somatic or mental illness, and its pub-

1 themselves from- gons of engrams,
| Hubbard in 1954 introduced the E-

meter a siniple electronie device re- -

“sembling 4 tie detector. ¥-consists of a
. -galvanometer in a wooden box, cir-
_euitry called a:

hanges in: skin resistance that might

! %‘? or might not) be'related to anxiety,
"and two' i¢ans wired 1o the de-
vice. ‘

hile’ the snterrog

-about in the violent Ytheta
icative -of a sensmve en-

' 'I'he Canadxan inquiry into Sc1en-
10108)' conducted by the Ontario pro-

--anetics in the form of religious cor-
porauons. had realized a distinct ad-
antage: “that. the field of religion is

much less restnc;ed than the field of ",i'_ 60%
Hubbard's appreclatmn of this dxs- :
; dinction is evidenced in a_variety of -

" medicine.” -

| internal memoranda, including  poli-

¢y letter dispatched from Saint Hill
- -plained in a Nov. 27, 1971, pohcy let-
’ ter entitled “Money.” - -

. Manor over his iame to the Washing-
. .ton, New: York and Los An%les of -
J fices of Scientology on Oct. 29, 1962.

ting that the federal Food and-

Admimstraﬁon was - showing

'l "mtemst" ‘in- the E-méter, Hubbard

‘der the banner of Scientology and

‘balanced Wheatstone
~ | bridge that' s ensitive ' 1o ' small

) "clutches the* cans‘

“org, may think his
- mysterious places.
-comes from his own personal produc-

#di % {Times photo
literature that ‘the government said

; falsely branded E-meters-as useful in
. treatment of -ailments ranging from

- schizophrenia to_radiation burns to
polio and the common coid; .
“The Church of Sclenwlogy fought

" the case in federal courts for 10 years,

arguing that the FDA seizure had vi-
olated the constitutional protections
afforded religious freedom. In a limit-
‘ed sense, Scientology won.

Federal District Judge Gerhard Ge-

that physical and mental illness could
be cured through therapy involving
the E-meter, and he' said such claims
were “quackery.” But Gesell also said
the church was entitled to First

- Amendment protection as a religion

‘and could use the E-meters in reli-
gious counseling
In the mtenm Scienwlogy has re-

lications now .a disclaimer that
the E-meter is not’ “intended or ef-
fective” for medical uses.

The organization's literature now
‘insists that Scientology’s purpose is

“: no more than to make the “able more

able” and to treat ﬂls of t.he spirit, not
‘the mind and body.

“For -*these semces, 1he church °
- charges what it calls “frxed dona-
ating audxtor fireg -
questiommd watches for the fieedle

‘tons™: T oa
“An mtroductory course aimed at

vvlmprovmg one's’ communications

skills and bolstering self-confidence

- .costs $75. Being audited all the way to

‘clear can take two years and cost $5,-

000 to $10,000.
vincial government in 1968, observed -
:that Hubbard, by reconstitutinig di- -

Achieving the supreme state of

““Operating Thetan™ can cost' thou-
""sands ‘more, and according to the

‘church’s price lists, the cost of Scien-
tological counseling is rising by 5% a
month for an annual mﬂatxon rate of

"What gov,er?ments peohgl)e and
even our ergs- (organizations) can't
g.et understood is that NO PRODUC-

T1ON-No- Money,” - Hubbard ex-

- *“The staff mémber, aspartofthe

?ay comes from
does not. It

said that “Scientology : 1970 is bemg -tion .

g:;nned on-a religious”

is throughout the world. -
vities -of any .organization (within
Scientology
for accountants and solicitors.”

Jﬂemonstrated ‘the Jfollowing year,
‘when the Food and Druig Administra-

ion - <
- “-marketing division) 1o build up a DE-
"Thrswallmtupsettheusualacu-’

). 3t is entirely a - matter

with individuals

2 (%' asup % va:snonb (the church's
‘MAND for the services and a volume

“.0f people who then demand the ser-
- vice. Rt does this with surveys of what
““the public will buy that the org can
'Ihebeneﬁtsofchmhstatuswere '

-offer. It then makes the public aware
‘of this by ads and contacts. The pub-
lic comes i and pays .. .Thatls
reaily all thereistoft.” 5. -

"Monday: How the chnzell lm dealt

9068 as cnemies.




