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Jﬂne 25 1971 a young Colorado
m Meister died in
lo. mde aboard the Apol-
. -ton = flagship
el o o

yacht e

m'nlmda L. Ron Hubbard.
', ﬁiﬂJﬂy that year, according to*

:ge death proferred by teh? ship’s offi-

- pers, and indicated that ke might seek
/7an invéstigation of the Apollo.

In turn—according to a Nov. 11,

1971 letter from Assistant Secretary

of the,

ofStateDade.AbshlretotheSen-

ate Foreign Relations .Committee—
* the Apollo’s port captain threatened

in the presence of the American vice
consul from Casablanca, William J.
Galbraith, that “he had enough

" material, including compromising
" photographs of Miss Meister, to.smear

Mr. Meister first.”
According to the Abshire letter

exsters

" “Mr.-Hubbard was apparen

the Apolio at the time of Mr.

before the threat was made.

Nosuchmearoccurred,andac-v

cording to a church acquaintance of

.~ Miss -Meister's who has since re-
. nounced Scientology, any such threat
wouldalmostcertainlyhavebeenth?t -
girl could have been involved in any--

empty one. “There was no way

thing compromising. She was very

- quiet, very nice,” said the acquain-

thembysayingthatheoml “

tance, who asked not to be identified.
The State t letter .also -
says that the same officer who alle-
threatened to “smear” Miss

iieglster told Galbraith--whom the of - -
ficer had invited down from Casa-

blanca—that “his organization,
backed by money and friends in high
places, ‘would cause a nosy vice con-
sul severe problems’” and that in
Safi, where the ship was well liked,

: “‘Accidents could easily happen to
. visit but declined to see him.” Meister -
. wassaxdtohaveleftMoroocotheday '

le.”
/The Apollo’s two senior officers

then filed a formal complaint with the -

US. government, alleging that Vice
Consul Galbraith had threatened

ship sunk . by the CIA" or
sabotaged “by
bottles of Coca- 11 the (engme)
oil, or, even better,
ond dust.” ‘

Galbraith said these allegations,

velt.'
couple of

‘|ento|ogy Flagship Shrouded in Mystery

Vossel Was Focus of Mutual Suspicion Between Church, Government

contained in a notarizéd staument,‘
weﬁ: * lete fabrication.”

tionship between the Church of
Scientology and American diplomatic

‘outposts abroad that was generally
chdracterized by mutual suspicion. =

The church, for its part, suspected

. US. diplomats and intelligence
trouble mt .

vernment offi-

- cials in turn éxpressed bewilderment
at the sometimes eccentric_behavior.
‘of the Apolio crew and

wondered, in
and cables to Wash-

-mgton,whethertheshipmishtbea

d%_ towlnte slavery.in

“the mid-1960s and sold about 14

months to church

ago, according
: spokesmen. Built in 1937, it had once

‘Please Turn to Page 17, Col. 1

nt at Safi appears to-
havemarkedalowpomtmarela- :

we flos Angetes Stmes T, hog. 25, w3 Pt 1 3

OBJECTION—Church of Scuentology members marching here Aug.
17 to protest the indictment of church officials in Washington.
Times photo by Bill Varie
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“ w.owned bya

: _?eneral had no better luck in- eliciti
¢ 4. found, the U.S. table said, that the Apollo was “in a very. :
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Continued from Third Page .

Berved as a teranda'ferry Undertheoommandof
§"‘Commodore™ Hubbard, as he ranked himself aboard the
- | ship, it became the headquarters and training vessel of his
{ “Sea Org,” anehtemanagementcorpsmthechurch :

¥ Butoverthe?'

and Port south to
<Marocco, westtoMaggiraandg:Jcnktotheruegri‘;.’noom—

i&ecrewappearstohavedoneits utmosttoobscm'eitsre- '

g.lanonshlp with Scientology.
!} Sailing under Panamian registry,

;listed‘as the Operation and Transport Corp., Ltd., a Pana-
p‘maman company. OTC, the crew consisteritly told skepti-
l -cal press and local officialdom at its ports of call, was a
“Ugecular business management tralmng ﬁrm whose chent.s

could not be divulged. . .

i B Addmg to the aura of mystery the ship transmitted cod-
ed radio messages to New York and points unknown and

steeped in intrigue,
TheApolloappearstohavedonehttletodlspelthemrof
; mystery aboutit.
In September, 1969, soon after the OTC established a
= land base at Tangier, the American consulate at Casablan-

-"ca cabled an account of a visit aboard the ship, noting that -

}:"all eoncerned have been co n;ﬁletely perplexed by the va-

gueness of the replies” to such questions as why the ship

‘was operated and what its crew was training to do. :
An Apollo brochure was said to explain that some 109

g

{ .navigation, -the theory
stratesaverynsefulpracticeatsea” Lo
* Although the Apollo was registered in Panama and

information, He

-and bélieved that “the lives of the
Jeopaﬂly while the vessel was at sea." ;

Pmamamin consul ¢
{{ 10 meet Commodore Hubb:

Crew. hadbeen

.nellorefusealltelephonecalls
t is possible that Commodore Hubbard and his wife

butlfonedoesnotacoeptthisasanﬂ)lgnauon. there has
‘to be.seme other ‘gimmick’. invol operation.
:{What this gimmick might be is unknown here. although
i ‘people in- Casablanca have speculated. variousl y from
‘smuggling to drug traffic to a far-out religious cult.”
' ,‘; At times the Apollo and OTC appear to have deliberately
# ‘teased the curiosity of diplomatic officials. -

> From Tangier in February of 1971, American Consul
 ‘General Howard D. Jones wrote to the US. legal attache in
g%(ladggcof a puzzlmg social encounter. thh someone from
e
i | recently met at a social function a young Amencan
%-,lalSh vlr‘nth tl}ns new A;mﬂ'pﬂﬂe Joheewi;gote
*She mtrodmed erself to an American standing me
gmthmm:‘lamnereaith'rhomas Yem here witha Pan-

WA IR e

—as the Apollo plied a generally tri- . dispatched a lengthy cable to Was

the ship's owner was : about what it does. ggowever, we presume that the Scien-

aboard the Apollo and in Tangier do whatever it

is that Scientologists do elsewhere.

{ ‘established land bases in Casablanca and Tangier, cities

 trainees aboard were learmngl“the art and the cultire of

of which, when applied, demon- “cqbled n a focal news roundup to Washington that the

company, the Panamanian consul

. ‘Calypso singer named
* church and then rejected it, and in the end «
* “soured the prewously enthusiastic attitude of Tmndadians
o toward the
eral has tried tmsucoessful- .
who has taken a suite at’
e El MansourHotelandhasmsmicted the hotel person-

11 are philanthropists of some kind and/or eccentrics,

Flagship Shrouded in Mystery

nmanianoorporation.andthatmalllcantellyom
“The air of mysteryaon the good ship

" not mask  any illegal activity; still, I thought it worthwhile
- ‘tocheck,” Jones said,

Fourteen months later, the U.S. consulate at Tangier
hington reflecting a
t and bewilderment at the semi-
clandestine agtivitiesdf Scientology in Morocco. -
"The April 25, 1972, cable from Tangier said:
"Little is lmown of the operations of (the) Operation
y here, and its officers are elusive

‘mixture of bemusem

‘TherehavebeenrumorsintownthnttheApolloism-

: volved in drug or whxte slave traffic. However. we doubt

these reports. .
- *The stories about white slave trafflc undoubtedly stém
e s Jarge mumber of iikingis beauituy young T
are a n y young
However, we are skeptical that a vessel that stands out
like a sore thumb, in which considerable interest is bound

- to be generated, and with a crew numbering in the hun-
dreds, would be a reasonnble vehicle for smugglmg or

white slaVing "

On an extended cruise ¢ "me’émbbemmme

-summer of 1975, rumors of llliCl!t or clandestine activity
_ followed the Apollo from island toisland like seagulls be-

hinda
In Septem!

smack.
, 1975, the Amencan mnbassy in Trinidad

“controversial yacht Apollo seems to have worn out its
welcome in Trinidad.”
the sty with Sere "b‘ﬁd“&‘e“m“e 3°‘“1" ing local
e wi en 2 lea
oﬁrd Superior who had Jomedhathe
to have

The Bomb also speculated that the ship was linked to

the CIA and Sharon Tate murders in Los Angeles. That led -

}o a libel action by the Church of Smentology

ladies. -
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