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Church Claims
U.S. Campaign

of Harassment

.-Scientologists Advance
- Charge as Rationale
for Aggressive Policies

' 'BYROBERT GILLETTE
" and ROBERT RAWITCH
A . Times Statt Writers

:The Church of Scientology con-
tends that for more than 20 years it
has been the target of a systematic
campaign by the United States
government, together with “vested-
interest pressure groups” such as the
medical professions, to “suppress the
church’s spiritual practice and expan-
sion.”

The church advances this accusa-
tion as the fundamental rationale for
its aggressive policies of defense-by-

‘attack against individual eritics, pri-
‘vateé groups and government agencies

perceived as “harassing” Scientology.

Church spokesmen, moreoever, ex-

pand upon the allegation of systemat-

ic persecution to suggest that the .

church’s chronic state of conflict with
the U.S. government, among others,
symptomizes an erosion of democracy
of the kind that presaged the rise of
Fascism in Germany in the 1930s.
“Genocide didn’t begin with gas
chambers, it began with the suppres-
sion of a single organization,” effrey
A. Dubron, a spokesman for Scientol-

' s principal United States church
- &gyl..os Angeles, said repeatedly dur- .

:"rgi‘s interviews with two Times repor-
,Héber C Jentzsch, the church’s

~chief West Coast spokesman, adds:

“Religion is under attack. We're not

Me . . . It could result in vast de-
véslation of an entire society if al-
lowed to proliferate.”

xJIn an . effort to substantiate its
charges of persecution, the church

 says it has filed more than 1,000 for-

mal requests with federal agencies

and nearly two dozen lawsuits under -

the Freedom of Information Act since
1973—and that by this means has
amassed some 200,000 pages of inter-
nal ‘government papers and corres-

- pondence from private citizens to

oyernment agencies that refer to
Scientology.
“Yet a close examination of the pa-
pers the church has culled from this
1a8s of material and made available
0 Fimes reporters as evidence fails to
reveal any explicit or unambiguous

- expression of interest on the part of

any federal agency to “suppress” or
“harass” Scientology, alone or in col-
laboration with any other agency or
private group.

" _The documents do contain, as the
church contends, abundant specula-
tion and rumor about Scientology’s

-motivations and activities, although

the gossip in the government’s files
was usually labeled for what it was.
" "Overall, the papers reflect wide-

. Spread skepticism that Scientology

was a bona fide religion. But at the

-8ame time, government agencies ap-
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- Continued from First Page
peared disinclined to regard it as sub-
versive or dangerous.
- As one informational memo circu-
. lated within the Central Intelligence
,Agency put it, L. Ron Hubbard,

_Scientology’s founder, “appears to be -

& shrewd businessman who has par-
tJayed his Scientology ‘religion’ into a

«Joultimillion-dollar business by tak-

1" 'This is the last in a series of arti-

Usles on the Church of Scientology.

ing advantage of that portion of so-
ciety prone to fall for such gimmicks.”
v The church considers this typical of

the damaging false information that it
#ays has plagued Scientology from its

" inception.

1.: Another CIA memo says, however,
that the agency “has had no relation-
-ship with Hubbard or with the move-
ment, nor is there any evidence
available that would suggest political
or subversive gvertones.” «

1. During 11 hours of interviews, Du-

* cpron and Jentzsch began with the po-

sition. that the government agencies
i#uch as the FBI and CIA had e
i'systematic harassment” of the
-church, in large part by circulating

fglse information about the church’s
-;Ayeliefs and practices tg other agencies
o -

-and to foreign governments.

As the evidence of intent was dis-
cussed, the two spokesmen shifted to
a position that “individuals” in the
FB], the Internal Revenye Service
and other agencies had acted on their
own volition to the church. -

" Still later, Dubron asserted that pa-
ﬁ{s obtained under the Freedom of
ormation Act “at the very least

. demonstrate gross incompetence” on
. the part of agencies handling matters .
relating to Sdentology-.ratging from.

the church’s requests exemp-
tion to visa catun;?; from foreign
Scientologists. ;

“We feel we will be able to prove *

intent (to harass),” Dubron said, add-
ing in reference to the material ob-
tained under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, “we feel-certain it is in
there.” oo

If such evidence does not emerge,
Dubron said, it may be that it is hid-
den in additional files the government
has refused to surrender under ex-
emption clauses in the act. Or, he

- said, federal officials may ‘have de-
. " stroyed such evidence to avoid em-. -

barrassment or never committed
tl;:ir intentions to paper in the first
place.

This hypothesis is not implausible,

but it does ruh counter to the success

.that other controversial organizations
-have had in prying deeply embar-

rassing documents from federal
ciesbymeamotthel“reedom?lg
formation Act. Ty

example, the vo-:
lumes of documents broughi
beginning in 1974 that exposed a 15-

yearcampai,gnbytheF'edajalthem- .

of Investigation to disrupt organiza-

tio!
Party Black Panthers to New
Left groups opposed to the Vietnam

In one sych document, a May 10,
lQBS,melﬁ?%om&FBl’s“Qﬁnt&l;
pro”- i it conveyed
v e ooy b

. late director J. Edgar Hoover ordered

his agents to “expose, disrupt or oth- ;

~erwise neutralize” the New - Left

movement. -

The FBI “must frustrate every ef- -

fort of these groups and individuals to
consolidate their forces or to recruit
new or useful elements,” Hoaver

The Church of Scientology, which
includes the FBI on its list of agencies
alleged to have harassed the church,
does not appear on published lists of
organizations the FBI targeted in its

t to light . .

ns rangg from the Communist . -
to -Act consists

now-defunct Cointelpro campaign.
More important, disclosure of the

Cointelpro documents showed that in

‘the 1950s and 1960s—precisely when
_ mys say they were under
© eon attack—federal officials did

commit to paper their intentions to-
ward other groups, kept the paper
andlatermendemdng ~

‘The file of bearing on Scien-
tology which the FBI has released
under the Freedom of Information

inquiries about Scientology; responses
from the FBI to. the effect that as an

investigative agency it could offer no’

comment; and internal memos  on
Scientology evidently written for the

guidance of FBI offices in handling

public inquiries.
The memos consistently, from the

'1950s into the 1970s, assert that the
. FBI has not investigated the Church -
- of Scientology or its founder, Hub-

Three inches thick, the FBI file
covers 34 years, from 1940 through
1974. It begins with a May 16, 1940,
letter from Hubbard himself to the
FBI, in which Hubbard accuses the
steward of the Knickerbocker Hotel
in New York of Nazi sympathies.

8t entirely of citizen

The F‘BI promptly opened a-file
listing Hubbard as an “informant,”

‘then closed it two weeks later after

an FBI agent, seeking more informa-
tion from Hubbard, found that he had
moved from his apartment and left no
forwarding address.

Last year, the Church of Scientolo-
gy published a paperback book con--

taining what its spokesmen describe
as the essence of available evidence
for government harassment of the
church. Entitled “The American In-
quisition,” the $5 book opens with a
claim that in 1950 “the government
was excited by the possibility of mon-
opolizing L. Ron Hubbard’s work and
sought to force him into classified
government service.”

“When Mr. Hubbard declined,” the

book continues, “the  government

threatened him—and the war be-
tween Scientology and the govern-
ment was on.” I

It was, by all indications, a peculiar

. war. The next year saw Hubbard vi- .

siting F'BI offices on March 7, 1951, to . ;
discuss his then current marital diffi-
culties, pass along the names of asso- .
ciates he believed to be Communists,
and advertise dianetics—his theory of |
the human mind’s” operation—as- a .
means of combatting communism. ,‘

The FBI's summary of the inter-

- view, released under the Freedom of
- Information Act, notes that Hubbard

“declined to elaborat;»qn-'how this

" might be done.” | -

B anenes e,

ureau wledging .

Hubbard’s correspondence.
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" +'<According to the church’s book, the next major incident
~-0écurred in the spring of 1958 when then Vice President
Richard M. Nixon was alleged to have dispatched two U.S.

. Secret Service agents

- :0#ty in Washington, D.C., to upbraid its staff for a slighting
“reference to Nixon that had appeared in the church’s mag-
“azine Ability. i

“ . The agents further demanded that all copies of the
“Ability issue be recalled, that no further copies be issued,
“3fid that Nixon’s name never again be mentioned in the

. ‘church magazine,” the book asserts. ,

i _.The Secret Service has told the church that it has no

. Pecord of such a visit. The substantiation the church of -

. fered in its book is a letter written by a former Washing-

- ton Scientologist 16

* “i3etter says in part: , . o

# »2“A rumor somewhat circulated through the organization

. -that we had been visited by i

¢ ~Vice President Nixon,” but the author leaves open the g%s-

... Bibility that, “] am misidentifying it with other visits from

* theFDAorthe IRS.” ,

", .~ Agents of the Food and Drug Administration did visit a

. Stientology office in the Washington, D.C. area in 1958,
. .They seized 20,000 pills of a vitamin mixture the church

-oillled “dianezene.” The FDA

- 4mgly labeled “Special Anti-Radiation Compound” and

.. Were advertised as conferring protection against radioacti-
. vity. According to the FDA, the seizure was “uncontested”

7 and the tablets were destroyed. , :

= Tive years later—in an action the church considers one

: "of the leading government transgressions against it —the
FDA returned to seize 100 of Scientology’s “E-meters™ in

© Washington, charging that Scientologists were using the

'+ electronic devices (which resemble simple lie-detectors)
!ﬂn a counseling context that implied curative powers for
illnesses. ’

The church fought the FDA for the next 10 years and fi-
‘nally won the right to use its E-meters in religious coun-
: seling so long. as. it .imtguted no théraputic value. But
o %?I\;ernment documents the church made available to The
) €s appear o conflict with, rather than support, its view
éhcgt tth°§ 1963 raid was part of a larger effort t0.suppress
.. Scien . ’ :

b et

E-meters was directed

objectionable statements in various materials which served

as labeling.” ' o ’
The Church of Scientology also contends that it was in-

cluded on the White House “enemies” list drawn up during
and that it has been the target of

the Nixon administration
a vendetta by the Internal Revenue Service. . .

Tt is not insignificant that the Church of Scientology
was one of the O{ganizations named in the-infamous Nixon

ashington church vice president Ken- '

:ﬁxﬁxemiesf list,”
g 97csk L. Moxon said in a federal court affidavit filed May 6,
‘But a review of the “enemies” list and associated memos
that presidential counsel John Dean disclosed in June,
1973, reveals no mention of the church, its founder or its
Jother officials among the more than 250 organizations and
individuals singled out explicitly for retaliation by the IRS

and other federal agencies.

-The church does appear on a list the IRS drew up in
1969 of organizations that—the agency said in an attached
-memo—“by their very

S e ettter - e o amoan ..

to the Founding Church of Scientol-"

said the pills were mislead- -

nature can be expected to ignore or

ppression Claimed

wilfully violate tax or firearm statutes.” o

The memo makes no mention of “enemies” or any form
of retaliation or harassment. The context is that of an ef-
fort to consolidate files and eliminate repetitive and over-
lapping field investigation -on groups believed likely to

- evade tax laws.

-D.C., and Los

~ In the mid-1960s, the IRS revoked the tax exempt status
of two principal Sciento churches, in Washington,
eles. The California case is yet to be re-
solved, but in 1969 the U.S. Court of Claims upheld the IRS
action in the Washington case, ruling that the church had

" “failed to prove,” as the law requires, that no part of the

years later, in November, 1974. The

church corporation’s net earnings inured to the benefit of
Hubbard, his wife or family. . o

Suspicion within the Internal Revenue Service that the
Church of Scientology and its numerous subsidiary organi-

 Zations was actually a “profit-making scheme of a nonreli-

the Secret Service on behalf of .

ious nature” is reflected in an internal memo dated M_arclg
, 1967. Based on unspecified “investigative information,

-the memo contends that since the early 19505 a “sizable

has been going to Hubbard gen-
(his) controlled .organizations,

amount of untaxed income
erally via one.of the
through English or Swiss

. Discussing ways of taxing this income, the memo sug-

S

%
P
i L

¢ ¢+ ments—but not to the public.

- among other agericies,- deliberately circulated false and
““damagi
+-within the U.S. government and also

“thereby eolon‘{ng official attitud_es toward Scientology

- man, president of the Church of Scientology of California,
. uses :

~'government has turned over to the

gests imposing a2 '30% withholding tax on monies flowing
out of mgoggigted States to Scientology groups abroad. But
“it notes that “this would net little tax and not reach the
real tax target—Hubbard.” ‘
Jentzsch, the church’s chief West Coast spokesman, said
he took this remark to mean that “they don't care about
the money—they want to get Hubbard.” _
- One of the major themes weaving through Scientology’s
‘complaint of government harassment is that the FBI,

information about the church and. its founder

passed it along to
other governments from Australia to Europe to Africa—
‘ground the wor,

“Well-poisoning,” is the phrase that Kenneth J. Whit.

To suppart this view, the church compiled and gave to |
The Times several hundred pages of documents the US. |
church. The papers in- X
* clude internal memos, correspondence, State Department ;
 cables and requests for information from several foreign |

;. governments including Canada and Britain. -

These papers, among others obtained independently, do |
- demonstrate that the FBI—having not investigated the
:-church—culled much of its information from uncom-
limentary newspaper and magazine articles, distributed it i
reely to U.S. agencies and infrequenuy, to foreign govern-

B ) 1
The papers also indicate that throughout the govern. |
Ce e - - Please Turn to Page 19, Col. 1 ;
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Centinued frem 18th Page -the church’s tax-gxempt. status in Washington, D.C., and  of Information Act—the Labor ent explained that  recently under the Freedom of Information ed the J
mént.nnnorandspecuhuonhnhngSc:entology to hypno- _Cahfqmi,a.;lt“thep -makes tﬁsng refepence, without ela-  its denial of alien employment certification was based on psychogolitics pamphlet over, Wumm% 4
ig and the use or smuggling of drugs were common. (The boration, to “evidence” that the Church of Scientology  two grounds: the IRS' revocation of some Scientology  authenticity,” and said it was “apparently a thinly veiled
Z’ufm has consistently denied any such iations and -. makes wide use of LSD, uses electric shock in an initiation " churches’ tax exemption and the fact that the National attack upon mental health programs -along the ne-hat
in’ January of 1976 federal drug officials said in a court .ceremony and that “members of several families” have al- ~ Council of Churches did not include Scientology in its di-  gyeh programs are part of the worldwide Communist

i
pS

A
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Jgceeding there was no drug investigation under way,) _legedly béen “shot but not killed by unknown persons be- ' rectory of some 200 “recognized groups.  spiracy.” - IR (e
+/1t is impossihie to tell, on the basis of papers the church cause they objected to their teen-age children becoming  In 1975, the Labor Department reviewed the status of ~ The notion that communism and the mental
has made available, whether, or to what extent, such gos- “members. the church, parts of which had by then won or i professions were somehow related appears to have 9in-

sip weighed against the church in its dealings with _ _(Scientology spokesmen Say categorically that the ' tax-exempt status, and declared it to be a bona fide reli-  cided closely with Hubbard's own views, although heghas
- goyernments. . . church has niever condoned the used of drugs, does not - 8ious group. At the church's demand, the department also Dot acknowl writing the pamphlet. ~ - = .7
There is no indication, however, that U.S. agencies (in- ~ shoot people and has no initiation ceremony. As one ge}he affirmed that the Foley memo was. “irrelevant, unverified, _ In July, 1955, however, in one of his Jetters to the JBL
cluding the FBI) attached part; credence to the me- . bmctenegsofnpsdocmne,Sclemologyopposesthe of and based on hearsay” and removed it from the files, , Hubbard averred that “attacks” upon his various -
,f of rumor and news clippings circulated by the FBI— elect,roghqcktjierapybytheemen'talheal ' S it _ tions during the previous five years had “found peychigjey
+ Or that they relied on such material as a basis for regulato- . .- .- S . On at least ane occasion, one of Scientology’s own public 3nd Communist-connected personnel very much ip
y decisions affecting the church, hureh officials say that during the late 1960s and early  relations campaigns apperre &, have backfired on it lead. ~Videnice and both active with defamation and very ungea-
: , o & bumber of foreign Scientology ministers were denied  ing to what it now decrics a5 false information in govern- -sonable—and unsuccessful—attacks.” T gy P
' A case in point is the so-called “Foley memorandum,” " en to the United States—and that they are convineed mentfiles. , =~ TR B T oLo.
;.whichthqchmchregardsuoneofthemmus;&-.fthe oleymemowas,respo_nsnble.. - : The ‘alleged falsehood, which crops up'in a variety of  The letter does not mention the pamphlet. Butokix |
; amples of damaging false information yet from -~ *You have one memo like this sent to 52 government government documents in o 1960, is that Scientology ~months later in another letter to the FBI he encioded & =
-1 government files by the Freedom of Information Act. + -.agencies and it creates havoc -for a_religion, church invoives the study of & “Russian textbook on brainwash. of it, along with a note that read in part: - o
Written by one Shirley Foley of the U.S. Labor Depart- - spokesman Jeffrey Dubron said. “The Foley memo was ' ing” . _ : ' ' % was compiled from Communist sources for upfof -
{ ment in November, 1967, the memo is a ni -paragraph - sent m.m>WMn and Naturalization Servicetohelp . = One such memo, written by the security ‘chief of our research departmentandpeople.” = . dm _
{ summary of a conversation with two IRS attopfieys written  in judging whether Sclentolqglsts should be let in. Scieto-  Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, in 1961, indicates “It may be that we will also use this in-anti-Commusiist _
for his files. o R ... logists were not let in. That's an exceedingly. small logical  that a- Scientologist’s gecurity clearance had' been denied ' campaigns,” Hubbard said. “We have been seriously hurt *
When it was written—and, the church says, distributed . %nglake- o - o partly on this ground. ’ ~ . " by Communists and communism and we gee notiing
 later to other federal agencies—the Labor Department was from this deduction, however, is any evidence  The church acknowledges circulating what it called a  Wrong in our using their tactics against them.” 4T
: considering whether to issue alien employment certificates . that the nine-paragraph memo did in fact contribute to the ¢ ian textbook of psychopolitics,” in 1955 but insists Six years later, in mid-1961, a newedition circulsted ,
routinely to foreign Scientology ministers under rules that . Labor Department’s denial. of alien employment certifi- - that it did so as-a “public service” and did not subscribe to  around the country, but evidently not under Scientolpgy’s ¥
apply to “bona fide” religious groups. The certificates were . cates—or, if jt did, that the gossip in it was a deciding fac- it contents, L , name. Among the letters of comglaint received by thewBI -
necessary for admission to the United States. tor. : N ‘ ..+ This message appears to not have been universally un- was one from the Fo urch of Scientology: in
The memo notes that the IRS had tentatively revoked Apart from a 1975 letter of retraction the church hadde- derstood, however, for the pamphlet’s distribution evoked ' Please Turn to Page 29, C41. 1
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" Continued from 10h Page
wmmgm,nc addressed to the late director 'The mﬁwﬂ "o i individuals and_ groups to_criticism

1,\;-1 'n g‘”r

-:Q 1.1
20 Part 1-Tuue, Ag. 26, 578 flos Angeles Simes »- 4? ‘“ t e

'l'heFBIooncludedthatitmtheumeRuuimbnm 'm“‘“’wmd of the scale.

personantytmit ubbard,w a -
In a statement the Church of Scientology hand-deliv-. tudetocriticsisoneofememe

t v hostﬂity .
ered to The Times on Aug. 19, after having discussed at ° It could be said, Sir John concluded, that:
. length with reporters its allegations of. vernment ha- . - “Anyone whose attitude to criticism is such as Mr. Hub-

rassment, Whitman, ‘the church's ‘principal national - “bard displays in his wri cannot be too surprised.if the
spokesman, said: world treats him with cion rather than affection.” -
“'I'heFBIcasttheﬁrststoneatmevenaswewmbe-

_coming a religion nearly three decades

ago.
“Nowatlastwemnprovetheirintennonsandtheir
methods,andweeanprovethatourdifﬁcumeswempart

" of a campaign of bloodless genocide.”

Whitmanofferednonewmatmnltompponlnsstate-

Perhaps the most compelling explnnahon for Scientolo-
gY's accusations of persecution—and for the church’s in-

- tensely combative responses—appears in the December,

o lWl.reportofanoﬁicialBﬂushinqmry the‘pnctioes

The inquiry was bySirJohnFosteraOon-

mativememberofParliament.thmeyearsaftaBrlm
" had nationals

. study Scientology. Foster Hon, DAt thetio (o the
?ﬂll‘xg.ﬁt)lreeommended.meﬁect.that ban be lifted

lnhlsprefacetoachaptzrentitJed“Smenwlogyandits




