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\C”ustoms Agents Upheld in
S¢jzing C|entology Papers

‘ﬁal Rejects Church Arguments That Law
kW alid and Search Warrant Is Required . |

BY ROBERT RAWITCH

Times Stati Writer .

Ultimately, only four documents
were copied, one of which was a
| ‘handwritten letter-dated in early 1975
1 by a Scientologist in Great Britain
of documents senf proposing use of an “agent to pene-

" trate” the UU.S. attorney’s office in Los

Angeles to obtain files on the church.

i The letter, ‘which has never been

freleaSed publicly, was summarized by
‘ ¢hurch attorney H. Peter Young in a
" pleéading filed with the court.

. The church attorney said the
, government had made “no showing
, ) whatsoever that this letter was any-
to any federal law thing more than a misguided fantasy
harm or kill anyone is by akingle individual.”

grice officials did |

Qonstitutional “when, properly
construe and applied.”

 July '3, 1976, detention of
8 ocuments, the Church;of Scien-
tology attacked the:statuté"as over-.
broad, a prior
vqid because of .mu ;

"face, the churéh’ contended, customs
- officials should not have been able;uté
review the intesnal ‘church
uments extenswp :without a seatch

. e ‘documents were
g.with church attor-

Rifported - ‘confessional |

Scientology members, -

dge Stanley N. Barnes, -
: e Church of Sclen-

testified athbarings that the mate
Amitlally w detamed when anin
. spector rou nely scannmg the do
-uments. s oA

evidence of

ech and‘ '

; éﬁ"’“if the stafute:Was valid on its |

The letter was never cemmunicat-
ed to' anyone, Young added, and it
lacked' initialed approval by church

leaders in Great ‘Brltam and the Unit- -

ed States.

Eleve. US. Sclentology leaders
and two living in England were in-
-y dicted this summer in Washington,
| D.C., on charges of conspiring to infil-
trate and burglarize government of-
1ces

The judges’ opinion obtained Tues-
' day stated: “Under the Customs Ser-
-vice’s broad powers to restrict im-
ports and conduct a search of materi-

‘dge anel, which .in- t als entering'thé country from abroad,
st.. Judge Warren J; g this temporary delay and retention of
,9th US. Circuit Court? documents (10 days) does not consti-

" tute a constitutional deprivation.”

On the issue of whether a search
warrant should: have been obtained
by customs officials. after they had
determined-.the’ docyments were im-

1t {g seize afy evidence of a crime

: _' ch of Sclentology spdkesman
id; 3p‘determination had been made
W &? to-appéal the three-judge

Jk ision, However, spckesman
bfon added:

g government agents are the

Ws them at will and with no
ugh, any .and all

eUmted‘Stabes
ach ‘like the Internal Revenue
- Service, customs is-an i eal agency of

nﬁﬂw ediency. - The: American
«sh d be awaré gre is an
agency that is not bound by the spn'it
of the Constitution. '

“We asked the court to strengthen the Bourth
ment nfhts of all American citizens: Trué-to. t Amend-

rights
the state.”

portable, tha'panel he}d ‘hone was ne-
cessary because officers have the..

sgessors of a repressive law

,-,,

rend, the

the c1tizen have once agam lost tvthe demands of‘

RN



