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day the poll was imtiated.”

Recults of the Inguirer poll for the 30
living American authors expected to
endure, listed in descending order of
popularity, are: Saul Bellow. John - Up-
dike. lohn Cheever, E. B. White, John
Gardner. Bernard Malamud, Joseph
Heller. Isaac Bashevis Singer, James
A. Michener, J. D. Salinger, Arthur
Miller. Tennessee Williams, Kurt Von-

negut. Thomas Pynchon, Norman
Mailer, Barbara Tuchman, Eudora
Welty, John Barth, Henry Miller:

Joyce Carol Oates, Herman Wouk,
William Styron, E. L. Doctorow, Don-
ald Barthelme, Paul Theroux, John Ir-
ving. Robert- Penn Warren, John
McPhee, Edward Albee and Jerzy Ko-
sinski. _

Inspiration for the feature came from
a poll that appeared in 1936 in The Col-

~ophon, a magazine flourishing during

the prewar years which addressed itself

" to book collectors. In that survev the
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first 10 authors listed in ‘‘descending
order of immortality’ were: Sinclair
Lewis, Witla Cather, Eugene O'Neill,
Edna St. Vincent Millay, Robert Frost,
Theodore Dreiser, James Truslow
Adams, George Santayana, Stephen
Vincent Benet, and James Branch Ca-
bell. " '

Scientologists Sue Lippincott
And Authors of “‘Snapping”

J. B. Lippincott and the coauthors of
“Snapping: America’s Epidemic of
Sudden Personalily Change.”” pub-
lished in June 1978, have heen named
in o $3-million libel suit filed by the
Church of Scientology.

I he Screptotogists” compliimt main-
tuns that aothors Florence Conway
and James Siepelman made Talse and
defamatory  statements — about  the
Church,  and  that  publication ol
“Snapping’” caused the Church to sus-

s

“tain serious special damages.”

The action was filed March 6 in U.S.
District Court for the Southern District
of New York by the Church of Scien-
tology of California and the Founding
Church of Washington, D.C.: accord-
ing to attorney Jonathan lubell these
were the two branches of the Church
“*most concerned with the causes of ac-
tion for which the suit has been
brought.”” The complaint charges that
defendants Siegelman, Conway and
Lippincott **meant and inteilled to de-
fame plaintiffs, and knew that the pub-
lication would cause serious injury to
plaintiffs.”” It cites specific passages in
the book as being “‘wholly false.” It
charges that a passage linking Charles
Manson, convicted murderer, to Scien-
tology teachings was published with
“reckless disregard”” for truth or falsity
arif] that it was publidhed. further, with
“dn extreme departure from the stan-
dards of investigation and reporting or-
dinarily adhered to by reasonable
writers and publishers and with actual
malice.”

The suit labels as false such state-
ments by the authors as: ““The reports
we. have seen and heuard . . . are re-
plete with allegations ot psychotogical
devastaiion. economic explottation and
personal and legal  harassment  of
former members and journalists who
speak ot against the cult™: or, in a de-
sciiption of an alleged Scientologist

Six authors who have chunged genres in their recent works were honored at a
PEN reception in New York City March 12, Left 1o right: Maureen Howard
(“Facts of Life’"). Tad Mosel (** Leading Lady: The World and Theatre of Katha-
rine Cornell”), Eleanor Perry (' Blue Pages”), E. L. Doctorow (' Drinks Before
Dinner™y. Helen Yelesias (“Starting —Early, Anew. Over and Late’) and Tillie
Olsen (“Silences'’)

technique called auditing: *“The crinke
technology of auditing s a st as
savlt on human feeling and o the indi-
vidual's ability to distinguish "« tween
what he is actually expericncin- and
what he:is only imagining. The bizarre
folklore  of Scientology is a towr i
foree of science fiction . . . more than
anything elsc, this combination church
and therapeutic service trains people in
hallucination and dclusion.™

As 1o damages. the complaint as-
serted: ‘"Plaintiffs have been grievously
injured in their good name and reputa-
tion: plaintiffs” ability to continue to
function as nonprofit religious organi-
zalions dependent upon donations and
contributions from prospective mem-
bers and the general public has been
impaired; plaintiffs’ reputation in as-
sisting their members to achieve self-
respect and respect for others has been
seriously impaired: and plamtifis’ sta-
tus as Churches involved in the practice
of a religion has been threatencd.™

Edward A. Miller. vice-president
and general counsel for Harper & Row,
of which Lippincott is a division, said,
“We~do not believe the action has any
merit and we will dgfend our case vig-
orously.™” '

The action also asks for $3-nilion in
damages from Siegelman and Morris
Deutsch, whom the Church ol Scien-
tology describes as “an alleged fovmer
member of the Church,”” for statements:
made regarding the Church when they
appearcd as guests on the David Suss- |
kind Show: and it asks for an additional |
$2-million  damages  from  Sic zelman ¢
and Couw v in connection with state-:
ments mele inan mrerview with Pros
ple magazine, :

The 25-year-old Church ot Scien-
tology defines itsell as a “religon™
founded (0 “enhance man's vareness
of himself as a spiritual being. to cn-
hance man’s self-understandinn: and to
develop within its faith and . ong its
members a respect for each human
being and a right of all people to be free
of control by other persons or instilu-
tions.™ Dectared the Church it its ace
tion, ““Through the years Scientolory,
through its Churches. has developed a
worldwide reputation for respecting the
worth of ail human beings ani Jor rec-
ognizing their inalienable rights to
choose freely their own religious prae:
tices and performance, and i advo-
cating staunchly  individual = husvan
rights.”” According to its statero nt the
Church -now has more than “-muhon
‘members of whom more than 3-million
are in the Unit:-d States.

TV Embargo Upheld Before
Trudeau Book Serialization -

Superior Court in Toronto has blocked
airing of a videotaped intervicw wihj
former Canadian First Lady Marga j

n

Trudeau by CTV (Canadian Televisig




