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Cltes Abuse
By Church

By TOM WARD' T o e

_Tribune Staft erter

CLEARWATER — Lori Taverria was.a young.

impressionable mother -of two children when a -

. friend took her to a free lecture given by tne Church
. of Setentology in. June 1965. ..

“*“It sounded very good,” she testified Thursday
"It sounded like it was something I was looking for. -

- *“I thought it was great,” she said. “I was joining a
group-that would handie drugs, crime and war. And,
rny children would be growing up iy this.”

. Part of Taverna's education by the church took
ptace in Clearwater. .

And Thursday — 17 years after her first contact
willi..the church and just two months after she

walked away, fearing for her safety — Lor{ Taverna

retutged to Clearwater to- testify before the Clty
Commission about the church.

-~ Taverna testified as part of the city of Clearwa:

ted's gublic hearings to investigate the church. The
heaﬂngs continue today. at 9 a.m..

+Other witnesses testified ‘thursday that the
Churcn of Scientology in Cleatwater was a major

-~

money-making operation that forced beliévers to
make money or face punishments that included eat- -
ing beads and rice for a week and.physical abuse, - *

Por tire sétond straight day,-church founder L. Ron -
Hubbard's son also testified that his father lled
nbout hi$ past and many church matters. *

-+ The church has contendéd that it is not guilty of '4

misconduct and cbjected.to the hearings, but it lost a
bid in U.S. District Court last week to block them.

. Taverna testified. Sclentology cost. her 8 mar»
r!age an;l $90,000. g

- And, she sald, she saw people worﬂng 14 houfs a i
day for little pay, she saw abuse and constant pres-
slire t come up with money. A dozen people occiipy
the mIniature hotel rooms at the Fort Harrison, the .
church headduarters, and there is much stcknas" .
that is lelt untreated, she said. - E

» Children with 105-degree temperatures were left
untreated until Taverna’s sister objected and threat-
ened to call authorities, she testified. She also'"
remembers courses in Los Angeles that .forced..
church followers to look at each- other wlthout
speaking and _without bllnking their eyes,

” Prevent your eyes rrom blinklng and Wn sl-

lent for two hours and you passed. the coume. 'l‘aw 'i'

ema told the commission.
«.-For tiree months, from 8 a.m. to ll p.m., the stu-
dents triéd to do It —~and failed; :;:.ax . 4
4K 10t of students went psychoﬁc." she said. -
“Some had the white disappear from their eyes. I -
tried to talk to the omcers and tell them this was -
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" Taverna said she became so in-
- grained with Sclentologist teachings,
. however, that she could not leave im-
‘ medlatély. She said she kept haping

_that Hubbard would find out about

"conditions and change things, =

* . Intime, with overwork and anxiety

_that caused health problems and with

‘physical abuse when she made mis-

" takes, Taverna said she started to lose
touch with reality.

*“You had a set schedule,” she said.
‘*“You wake up and there was a sched-
‘ule ... you go to sleep.

“You lose touch with reality. I did-

n’t know what day or-moath it was and
I didn't care -

Living. and health conditions in
Clearwater made her feel “other than

'human,” she said. ST
* “I would classify it as very uncom-
fortable,” she said. “With 10 people in
a'small room and no air conditioning.
One bathroom. And there were these
bugs crawling around.

- “There were ants on the bed ...
And, there was this thing that looked
like a roach and had wings.”

~ Although she escaped from Clear-
water once and went back to New
York, she said she returned to the city
and the church a day later because it
was such a “high crime” to leave the
organization. -

She said that she left the church a
second time, promising to seil her
house and return with the money. She
has not been back. .

Another witness, Casey Kelly, 23,
who left the church in October 1980

- after spending three years in Clearwa-

ter, said the Clearwater denomination

-once made $2.3 miilion during one
week while he was there.

" The church set a high priority and

. used ‘high-pressure tactics to sell reli-

glous books and its courses and that's
where most of the money came from.
he said.

The church makes $400,000 to
$500,000 during an average week, hé
said.

“I don’t know where all that money
goes,” Kelly said.
“And, the people that do don't teil.”



