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" Certainly, L. Ron Hubbard exiuts,
says Janet Kenyon, public affairs
director for the B.C. Church of §cientol-
ogy. He has an office in downtown Van-
couver.

. “Come on in,” says Kenyon, unfas-

tening the purple velvet cable that is
hooked across the entrance to L. Ron
Hubbard's office at 401 West Hastings.
His name is on the open door in gold-
colored letters. A gleaming gold, or
bréss, letter opener lies on his desk.
There are pictures of his kids. There is
an unopened package of Camel ciga-
rettes. A green plastic E meter, his own
invention to measure spiritual pres-
‘sures, lies readily at band.
. “We change the cigarettes svery
week ** says Kenyon. *‘Otherwise,
pretty stale, ell?” Y
honde

‘woman, joyfully pregnant. She is from

*fmall-town Manitoba, grew up in the |
Canada, joined Scien- |

,UnitedChurchd
tology 10
$750 to the course that now

her to ¢all herself Rev. Janet Kenyon.

. Scientology has never been far from

allegations of scandal and ecultism
‘since Hubbard founded it 29 years .ﬁ! ]

‘but pever has the eriticism been as
unseninncentmonth.

- Hubbard, whose 1950 book, Dianet.

lcs. The uodern Science of Mental

Health, set out the theories that were -
’lncorpomedinScientolouhumtap- =

peared in public since March, 1980.

There are rumors the 'n-mr-old 0w
thor of many science fiction stories as

-well as Sclentolozy booh il dud.

ago. Sbe says it cost her
- allows - |

[

tally incom or held captive by
renegade Scientologists who have
taken control of the wealthy church.

. Kenyon saysthe rumors are non-
- ‘sense. Hubbard has answered letters
‘wrltten him by local Scientologists as
“ recently as Jan. 31. (There is a box with
,. 8 pile of special stationery beside it in

0 “the Hastings Street headquarters for
.’ individuals to correspond with Hub-
"bard. Kenyon says he answers every
letter dropped into the box.)

. Why doesn’t Hubbard settle the mat-

. ter by simply appearlng for five
- minutes, or even less?

- “Why should he?" said Kenyon. She

..said the author is busy working on a 10-
volume sequel to his recently published
g:trttlheﬁeld Earth, to be called Hiuion

" But Hubbard's disappearance is only

* we prodblem plaguing the Chureb of
Scientology:

1. @ Church offices in Toronto were

-wraided last week by 100 police officers
in a search of documents.

DI ) Amitﬁledinacmfomheourtby
. Hubbard's estranged 48-year-old so
»Ronald DeWolf, claims that Hubburd
+.used criminal means to scquire his

'*'ibﬂth and that a trustee be ap-

J»ﬂointed to handle the church’s assets,
estimated to be about $280 million.

'~ © The U.S. Internal Revenue Service
uoeeﬂnxnmﬂllonintaxeundpeml
: "ties from Scientology for the years 1970
thmughlm

Convicted of fraud

'Sc : nAt: Q\usti?lian court has ruled tlnl:
e gy is not a religion. A Frenc
"-court has convicted Hubbard of fraud.
¢ In January, Hubbard's third wife,
. "Mary Sue, was sentenced in Washing-
“ton to four years in prison for her part
in break-ins of numerous federal of-
- ﬂces




> ® Dozens of civil sults have been
- filed against the church by former .
. members who claim to have been har-

- 4ssed and swindled.

An¢ vihlle\detractori claim that

-Scientology i8 not a church or religion,

* the church itself claims to be nothing - ings

. more than a religion that teaches its
ﬁ'.li’ti"" to improve their mental

The Church of Scientology was !

founded in 195¢ by Hubbard, four years
after he published Dianetics. World-
.~ wide membership in the church was
¢ estimated at about two million in the
§ mid-1970s, with the majority living in
s theUS,
Scientologists say Dianetics means

»
f “through the mind.” Selentology :

» means “‘the study of knowledge.”
? Scientologists believe the mind records
¢ all experiences through many incarna-
+ tions. Unpleasant experiences are “en-
i grams.” There are also “secondaries,”
: which are mental images of earlier en-
; grams. There are also “locks,” which
» are mental images of an

¢ experience
+ that “‘knowingly or unknowingly" re--
! minds a person of a secondary or an en- .

" Engrams, secondaries and locks are |-
; images that can be linked in chains, say | -
* » the Scientologists. Ridding the mind of

)
.
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{ these chains is the goal of Scientology
i auditors. Théy say they accomplish
¢ this through special courses and the use
of Hubbard’s invention, the E meter.
(The Hubbard Professional Mark V1
v model, which is supposed to measure

-

-

% unhappy, so that a Scientology *‘audi-
¢ tor” can determine the state of your

¢ mental health, is regularly priced at '

% $2,375, but was on “sale” in Vancouver
¢ last week for $1,980). :

L% 3 8

« and personality tests in the hope that
§ those who take them will at the very
. least buy Hubbard's paperback on Dia-
s netics, or perhaps sign up for courses
4 Jeading to more courses, leading to the
g.:mlousleveh within the church. . .

¢ -.The costs of the courses vary, said

¢ Kenyon, but she acknowledged that .
¢ gome cost several thousand dollars.
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response to memories, happy and |

¢ The church offers free stress tests .
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#There ig 2 set fee for set seryices.”
She the Lower Mainland's 1,000
Sclentolo attend regular Sunday
services and Tuesday lectures at
ehurch headquarters at 401 West Hast-

céumelllng sessions wlth' church-

trained counsellors are available seven |

days a week. A
 Those who spesk out against Scién-
tology are mot hard to find, aithough
most former members of the church
tend to go into hiding, claiming it is the
only way to avold the harassment that
About 50 lawsuits have been filed
since 1968 by Scientology against Cana-
dian detractors, The Vancouver Sun
among them. The case against The Sun

pever proceeded tocourt. -t [ -
" Mary (she asked that her rea] name
e Wi wid 2 when she left her
busband in 1974 and moved into a Van-
couver house with several other
women, ber new roommastes be-
longed to the Church of Selentology.
She said she was attracted to the
: gg:l‘nﬁou because “everybody was
«* *“They 8idn't seeih like kooks. There
is the  thing and the idea of
youare to save the world.”

* She read cs and took the per-
sonality and E meter tests. She enroll-

' ed in several courses. One was called

Do Birds Fly? » .
*“T'wo lines of people sat on the floor
facing each other, knees touching,.
bands on thighs. We were to stare into
the other one’s eyes and say, ‘Do birds
fiy?* The other person would say the
_same thing back. Over and over. This
. wais to teach us to stare, to hold our

gaze.”
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© group of

“Mary enttoulAnzolunddmd
. ph ,
aboard a Sclentol- -

being in on secret knowledge, knowing |

~ She wanted out

Several weeks after Mary joined, a
woman from the Los Angeles Scientol-
ogy office visited Vancouver and spoke
to members about the Sea Org, an elite
Scientologists hand-picked to
serve on the Apollo, a 100-metre British
ferry that Hubbard used as his bome
ghudquartmwhﬂe safling around

world.

“] said, ‘I'm going to sign up because
I'll get my courses free and I can dedi-
to the cause.’ My family,

estranged husband

wpfora
ogy training ship anchored nearby. She
said she signed several papers — stat-
she was not mentally fll, that Sclen-
tology was not responsible for her wel- |
fare and that she agreed to serve the
church for six billion years. - -
After three days of cooking, serub-

" bing decks, standing on night watch

and writing recruitment letters to
strangers whose names and addresses
were supplied by the crew, Mary knew
she wanted out.

“It was a horrendous experience. 1
was constantly afraid I was going to
end up like the other people on the ship
... ] was scared of the people. I real-
fzed it was a very sticky wicket,
though. The only way to get off the ship
:g”w go along with what was required

me'"

She asked twice to leave on medical
grounds, but the requests were denied.
She finally contacted her ex-husband,
who helped her get back to Vancouver.

Since her defection, Mary said she

' has received numerous Jetters and

threatening phone calls. She moves fre-
quently to avoid contact with Scientolo-

gists. -
Today, at 38, she spends much of her:
time counselling those involved with,
cults like Scientology. g
#]t's hard to say to yourself, ‘I was
an idiot. I was a fool.’ A lot of people
have an emotional investment in Scien-
tology. I don't know how many people I
encouraged to join. That's the worst
thing, that's why I'm talking out now."”
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