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‘dangerous
and corrupt’

A HIGH COURT judgs lits made tyl:;
. most outspoken Sthhition -
| -of the Church of Sclsirttlogy; which
| .has its British headquartérs 8t Saint
| "Hill Manor, East Grinstéad. He
| condemned It as “coriupt, sinlster
‘| and dangerous”. i g o

“ifs  founder, -former B o Somth
:Americhn science fiction H“Sk ‘MWM Smth,
| and -his wife Mary Sue , sk the Home Becretsry i, in
| were condemned by Mr. w A
Justice - Latey "hs W.
'| "charlatans and worse.” -
- And the sact, said the judge, ’
was “both immorsl and soclelly :
| obnoxious,” PR 4
B ramomson of | CTenieftin B having on
::nr:e\ﬁnugnd miltving of Hitter - ® Wh" K
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daughter to their mother. She is Mr Justice Latey's reason for

[

Scientology
5
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1| family relationships,” said Sif
Geoffrey. .
Scientology, which has been

‘struggling to improve its image
with a series of widely publicised
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Lnonhm RD a8 he was
In his East Grinstead days. He
- lsnow 72

tional newspaper headlines on
Tuesday, after considerable ex-
posure on radio and television
the night before.

. The judgment by Mr Justice
Latey in the High rt came

unheralded. He had been hearing ‘

in private a dispute about the
custody of two children. Then he
weht into open court to order a

reforms, found itself in the na- |

father, aged 32, who is & Scien-

{ year-owa SUT

28 and had fought for almost six
years to be reunited with them
after she broke away from the

/| Scientology.
The judge ordered the Church '

of Scientology to stop in-

timidating and harassing the

mother, warning that failure to
do so would be dealt with, with
the *‘utmost severity.”

The father has since re-
married.

‘LIES, DECEIT”

Mr Justice Latey said Scien-
tology was corrupt ‘*because it is
based on lies and deceit, and has
as its real objective, money and
power for its founder, his wife
and those close to him at the top.

““It is sinister because it in-
dulges in infamous practices,
both to its adherents who do not
toe the line unquestioningly, and
to those outside who criticise or

-oppose it

‘It is dangerous because it is
out to capture young people,
especially children and impres-
sionable young people and in-
doctrinate and brainwash them
so that they become the unques-
tioning captives and tools of the
cult, withdrawn from ordinary
thought, living and relationships
with others.”

The judge praised the mother’s
courage in escaping from the
““tight and unrelenting”’ hold of
Scientology and its ruthless
discipline. )

He sald the children were at a ]
school controlled by Scien-
tologists where the .*baleful in-
fluence’” was ever present and
the objectives were to capture the
child’s mind. It would be a grave
risk to leave them with the
father, but they still loved him —

and he loved them — regular(

visits should be arranged,

giving judgment in open court he '
described as ‘“‘a warning to
others.*

The judge mafle a detailed at-
tack on the character of Hub-
bard. He was not, as claimed
wounded in the war and
decorated. It was fdlse to claim
that he had been crippled and
blinded, then cured by Scien-
tology techniques.

Hubbard, said the judge, had
disappe;rcd and was being
sought by US police.

L. Ron Hubbard was a well-
known figure in East Grinstead
where he established Saint Hill as
the world headquarters of his
movement, In August 1983 the

/| Scientologists announced that
/] they bad ‘‘kicked out” 12 key
'{ members of their UK head-
I quarters staff at Saint Hill as

part of a policy change.

Subsequently splinter groups
have emerged and challenge the.

‘Church  of Scientology’s

monopoly on Hubbard’s
teachings.




