Letters to the Editor
On Scientology
Editor:

Scientology is basically an applied religious phi-
losophy. Scientology traces its religious roots back
2500 years to a man named Gautama Siddhartha,
better known to the Western world as Buddha. Bud-
dha was concerned with increasing the individual’s
awareness of himself or herself as a spiritual being.
He achieved this .increased awareness for himself
anddevotedtheremainderofhislifetohelping
others achieve the same state. In Scientology today,
we have an extension and expansion of Buddha’s
work with the added exactness of the Western scien-
tific method. Mr. Hubbard’:thods researehﬂm mmmm
on developing counseling m t an indi-
vidual’s attention from the material aspects of exis-
tence and allows that person to rediscover the spiri-
tual aspects of his or her life.

As Scientology’s religious roots are in the Eastern
tradition, the practice of our religion has its unique

aspects. Eastern religions, by and large, believe
that the Kingdom of God lies within the individual.

That is, the knowledge of oneself as a spiritual

beingismidentwithinﬂlepersonalthwghlargely
or completely hidden. The Eastern religions provide
training and advice to the individual that allows
him or her to conduct an inward search to recover
this knowledge. Western religions are “revealed”
religions. That is to say, the Knowledge of God and
of oneself as a spiritual being comes from the Books
of the Bible, the Prophets and the life and tea

of Jesus, and is communicated to the individual
from an external source. Scientology takes the
Eastern approach pioneered first by Buddha and
helps the person to conduct his or her own inward
searchtorecova'rtheknowledg:no‘fﬂnemselvesasa
spiritual being. counseling and training remove
thebarrierstothiskmwledge,inherenttoonede—
gree'oranoﬂ)erineachofus.’mw,ﬂ:efocusofmn'
religionisnotinlthecommunalformsofworship,
althwghwedohave&mdayservieesandother
types of group worship. The emphasis in Scientolo-
gyisonﬂleindividualemmselingandh‘ainingthat
assiststbepersoninﬂnerecova‘yofknowledgeof
himself,orherselfasasﬁriumlbeing.
Sincesuchaninwardsearchis,byilsveryna—
ture, individual, we are not a doctrinaire church.
There is no requirement that anyone adopt or give
up a particular belief system to participate in Sci-
entology counseling or training. We give the person
the responsibility for rediscovering his own unique
spiritual identity, and charge him or her to live

according to that identity. Many of our members, in
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Clearwater as in other places, attend another
church of their choice in addition to participating in
Scientology counseling and training. Their exposure
to Scientology many times increases their reality
and awareness of their innate spirituality in their
own religious setting outside of our church.

Mchurchbelievaﬂmtmanishasicallygood,
although he sometimes acts badly. i
mumbehavioreomesfmmaperson’sdesireto?
survive (a basic purpose of almost any living being)
andisinﬂuencedbyeertainpastaperieneeswhere.
that person had to choose a course of action and
may have misjudged (and thus’ acted badly). Sci-
entology counseling ightens all -this out for the
individualandfrqesﬂ)epersontoactmoreethically'
antllnl;aﬁolll‘a;rnyasalsa[l)irihnlbeing,andﬂnsincreas-
es his or survival potential. A society composed
ofindividualswhoaremoreethicalbecomes,-itself, '
alsomomethical.'l‘husdxeoverallsiumtioninthe-
world improves. '

Scientology provides the only road to total free-
dom for the individual. It can change conditions in a
person’s life for the better and has done so for
millions of people across the world. ’ i

Ihopeﬂzisptovidessomeideaofthereligiws_
basis for our church and its practices. We are more.

thanhappytoshowanyonetheFm'tHarrisonand‘ .

describe the basic tenets of our church and let them
see for themselves what we are doing in Clearwa-
ter.
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