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; THE temperat.ure must

have been well over 38C, a
dry burning heat that shim-
mered the figures on the
yoof. They were dressed in
faded blue denim, heads
bare under the sun. My
‘companion in the car said
quietly, “That’s a rehabil-
ftation project force. They're

“RPFers”, psychological
prisoners - slave labor, in a
way.”

This was America, 1984, on a
major highway in Southern
Qalifornia between Riverside
and the millionaires’ play-
gou:nd of Palm Springs. Here,

the cactus hamlet of Gill-
man Hot Springs, is the world
hudquartel rs of the Church of

ogy.

Yet the great helmsman of
this cult was not on
board. No one knows for sure
whether L. Ron Hubbard, the
74-year-old founder, is even

alive, His round, smiling face -

gazes down from the walls of
more than 100 Scientology
offices around the world,
orders are given in his name,
bYut he hasn't been seen in
neatrly five years.

‘He msay be in seclusion, as
church leaders say, or as re-
cent defectors believe, dead or
in failing heaith and under
the control of half a dozen
young followers who are

- manipulating his fortune.

These are the children —
well, actually they are in their
early 20s now. But they.were
only 11, 12, 13-year-olds when
Hubbard, haunted by fear of
enemies, was sailing the
oceans on a 3280-tonne con-
verted ferryboat called the
Apollo. Some 500 Scientolo-
gists and their children were
on board with Hubbard as the,
Commodore. The kids were
the elite “Commodore Messen-
ger Org™.

“They were mostly good-
looking girls, smart, too.”

©On October 27, 1975, the 11~
storey Fort Harrison Hotel:

was bought for $2.3 million by
a company called Southern
Land Sales and Development
with money from a Luxem-
bourg bank. A few dayslater it
paid $500,000 for the neighbor-
ing Barik of Clearwater bufld-
ing. Only after a newspaper
fnvestigation did the buyer’s
e identity emerge.
y the summer of 1976 about
1500 Scientologists, including
almost 800 full-time staff, had
moved irito the new headquar-
ters. Hiubbard, in a green tam-
o-shanter, was seen directing
training films in the grounds.
Always at his side was a slim,
intense-looking teenager
named - David Miscavige, al-
ways smartly dressed in the
naval uniform of the Commo-
dore Messenger Org. :
But in June 1976, Hubbard
flew to California, first living
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in a-church-owned apartment ..

complex in Hemet, at the foot
of the San Jacinto Mountains.
His top aides set up headquar-
ters.a few kilometres away in
Gillinan Hot Springs on the
edge of the Mojave Desert.

By this time, Hubbard. had
become a “Hughesian kind of .
creature” -(like the reclusive
billionaire Howard Hughes in |

! his final years), according to |

sald Bent Corydon, a New |

Zealander who had been in
the church for over 20 years
and had run his own Scientol-
ogy mission on a franchise

basis. .

“Hubbard used them as his
eyes and ears, spies really,
running around, asking ques-
tions, observing things. They
were considered to be Hub-

. bard himself and any discour-
tesy to them was regarded as

s personal discourtesy to

Hubbard.

“By the time they all got off’

the boat in:1975, most of the
g:t had bee_xh;e remwetd by
e age boys:" -WOrst part
wds when these kids started
turning in their parents, get-
ting them ‘declared’ (purged)

as r'suppressives’ — that’s evil

people, to translate church
language.”

By the mid-1970s, Scientol-
Ogy's aggressive proselytising
had  attracted, by its own
account, more than 6 miilion

followers around the world. It ' yi¢ finances, "It was like Lord_

had also earned the enmity of
numerous goyernments and
“ people claimed church sales-
men had hoodwinked them

{Gerry Armstrong, 8 member |
.0f Hubbard’s *“family unit”
from-1971 to 1880. .

“I-saw him deteriorate both
physically and mentally,” said
Armstrong, who claimed one

! of his tasks was to shuttle suit-
- cases stuffed with $50 bills to

| varjous Hubbard accounts in

Liberia, Luxembourg .and ‘

. Liechtenstein,

About a dozen senior Bcien-'

. tologists lived in the apart-:

. phy. :

ment complex with Hubbard. '
Oné, David Mayo, was Hub-!
bard’s personal auditor (con-
fessor) and the church’s lead-!
ing authority on i!s philoso--

A 22:year Scientology vet-
eran, Mayo earned his place in
the: hierarchy through his
close friendship with Hub-;
bard. But in February, 1980,
Mayo left for a two-week visit
t0 his hative New Zealand.
‘When he returned, Hubbard
had vanished. .

The young naval-uniformed
Commodore Messenger Org
had pulled a pre-emptive coup
for control of the church and

of the Flies,” said Mayo. “The
kids — fanatics, all of them —

i had taken over.” .

into spending thousands of |

dollars on
grams, .

pr:s authorities began crack-
ing down, the Church's leader
decided to drop anchor in
Clearwater, a quiet beach
town on the Gulf of Mexico
Just west of Tampa, Florida.

ey T——; -
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* ‘Hubbard disappeared in the
company of Ann Broeker, &
young woman in her mid-20s
who had been with him on the

Apollo, and her husbhand Pat.

No Scientologists, except for
the Broekers, have seen him
since. They are believed to be
living in a California

town but it is nio more thén a ~

guess.

. From their estate in Gillman
Hot Springs, the new com-
manders planned the removal
of their “enemies”. The place
looks more like a prison camp
than the headquarters of a
religion, Brown-shirted guards
scrutinise passing cars with
binoculars. '

It is not advisable to stop and
stare. During our visit the
guards didn't seem to be
inhibited by the fact that the

road passing the headquarters .

is a California state highway.

One banged on the boot of my -

car, Two others chattered
away on walkie-talkies. .
“These lads get $17 a week

plus board and lodging,” said

Bent Corydon. “They live in
dormitories and study Scien-
tology when they're not work-
ing. Why do they do it? They
signed ‘billion-year’ contracts
to become members of Ron's
Sea Org. He's promised them

that they will join him in

future incarnations.”

But ‘these are merely the
troops. The commanders,
dressed in black pseudo-naval-
officer uniforms, live in com-
fortable bungalows around a
swimming pool, close to a rep-
lica of a ship’s deck bearing &
bronze plaque dedicated to
“L. Ron Hubbard, Master
Mariger”.

The new leader is 23-year-old
David Miscavige, who became
a Scientologist at the age of 12
aboard the Apollo. He has had
no education except Scientol-
ogy. Consequently, he speaks a.
langyage that Is more Sdiu;
glish. Miscavige took contral

of the Church inJune, 198L At

first the young Messengers
shared the power. According
to one of them, Miscavige
seized control of the church
and its assets with breathtak-
ing simplicity. He handed the
then commanding officer,
Diane Voegeding, a message
supposedly .written by Ron
Hubbard, ’
ordering Ler to resign her
post. The order was hand-
carrie to Gillman Hot
Springs by Ann Broeker., -
While ultimate power now
rests with the Broekers be-
cause they alone know Hub-
bard’s hideout, it is their
friend David Miscavige who
wields it. Yet Miscavige holds
no officlal * position in -the
church. The current com-
manding officer, Commodore

Scientology ©

‘The Church of Spiritual Tech-
nology has authority over the
Religious Technology Centre.

Directly below Miscavige in
the hierarchy are other young
turks, mostly in their mid-20s:
Yager; Vicky Aznaran and her
husband Rick, chief of secu-
| rity; Steve Marlowe, inspector

general, Religious Technology
| Centre; and Commander
| Wendell Reynolds, interna-
' tional finance dictator..

the church's labor,

g why
the RPFers don't -simply
escape. “Most of these guys
are in their 30s or 40s. They've

‘Caught in
crossfire -

never known anything else in
their adult lives except Scien-
tology. Some of them were
very big in the hierarchy —
maybe in the top 10 or 20 in
the whole church. .

“One moment they were in
, the next they're on
their hands and knees scrub-
bing floors. They faced a-
Spanish Inquisition-type tri-
bunal: they had either ‘squir-
relied the tech’ (heresy — mis-
interpreting Church doctrine)
or had ‘ripped off the Orgs’
(the worst sin of all — keeping
the money paid for courses or
auditing instead of giving it to
' the church),” Corydon said.

“They're convinced that
when Ron hears about the
miscarriage of justice they'll
get.clearedorntlust get a
air hearing, but that never
] And what are they
going to do? They don't have
any money. They don't know
~anybody: outside except their
family and they severed those
ties years ago. Anyway, they
love Ron. He is their god.”

Messenger Office, is Maro .

Yager, a friend and supporter.

:At the beginning of January,
1982, Miscavige formed a new
corporation called the Reli-
gious Technology Centre,
which controls Hubbard's
copyrights, techniques and

signature. Other trustees are -

Vicky Aznaran, deputy inspec-

tor-general; Lyman Spurling
and Warren McShane.

Five months later the same
group incorporated a separate
body called the Church of
Spiritual Technology, ena-
bling them to transfer the
trademarks for only $100 if the
church came under attack.




sons” and expelled from the
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As many as 2000 top Scientol- ' ation, Hurwite finally signega | H
ogy staffers. h bee! t, r
B 2 el e ‘Scientology

church. .

-Caught in the crossfire, the
‘raw public” or “wegs” (the
term for outsiders), have not
been “flowing up the bridge”
and - emptying their bank
accounts into Scientology cof-
fers as they used to. Membet-
ship has plummeted.so fast

some recent defectors believe -

the churchis

people, th¢y say, have been
thrown ouf of the church. But
recent deféctors deny thris,

A remargkable story is told by

Jay Hurwitz, who was com-
manding officer of the church
in Los Angeles — until the
summer of '82 when he was

told to report to the Gillman

Hot Springs headquarters.
The first night there' guards
came to his room and dragged
him off for a “sec check”
(interrogation) by David Mis-
cavige and three other leaders
of the church.

“Their first question to me
was ‘Who is
didn’t understand what -he
m talking abolt,” Hurwitz

Hurwitz said for the first five
days he and others were kept
locked up. He didn’'t know it
but he was in a Scientology
penal camp calléd Happy Val-
ley, several kilometres from
Gillman Hot Springs. At least
18 other senior Scientology
staffers were there too — one
of them Ron Hubbard's for-
mer closest associate, David

Mayo. .

Mayo had been working late
on. August 29, 1882, when
guards came and took him to
Happy Valley. At his first

interrogation, Miscavige told

he was going to be

removed from the church for
being anti-management.

The previous winter, Mayo,

Corydon and 120 other senior |
Scientology staffers attended :

a2 meeting in Clearwater
organised by Bill Franks, the
then new executive director
international of the Church of
Scientology.

1ts purpose was to reform the

church after the federal bug-

ging - convictions involving .

Mary Sue Hubbard and to
bring down the soaring cost of
membership. Unknown to
Franks, his own office had
been bugged. In January of
1882, 15 church security offic-
ers physically threw him out of
the Clearwater building.

“It was just a power grab,”

said Franks, who admits he

used to control $158 million in |

Scientology atcounts in Lux-

embourg banks and that upto :

$1 million a week was being
taken in from counselling and
auditing at Clearwater.

When Mayo faced his accus- .

ers he readily admitted he
wanted to reform the church.

He says Miscavige told him |

RPF duty was far too good for
him - he was going to suffera
lower stratum of hell. For the
next six months he dug
ditches in the desert heat and
was often made to run around
a pole.

Day after day he was ordered

to write a confession. He'

refused. For others out at
HHappy Valley, the treatment
was even rougher, Hurwitz
claims three “interested par-
ties” — Scientology jargon for
those under investigation —
were physically abused and
spat upon while held by
guards.

 he hitch-hiked to the heamnt

Ktnwnlzn!dn et:uzhtti = bus to Los

geles International Airpart
While Hurwitz and

Were broiling in the sun, Dayid -

vige and the other lead-
ers were focusing on the own-
ers of Scientology missions
around the oountry. These
Were senior Sciento) who
ran franchise ¢

o]
ing'10 per cent pf their tak:
the.chyrch. . P !‘r j “o

“1 knew somethingwas gomng
i whznrn;sw& to--hear-
3 ese new RS ADCE -
thelr  pofice’ terms Tike “finance

oen-
tre,” Bent Corydon.
People were being excommu-

nicated all over. “A lot of them

|- were people like myself, run-
ning their own missions.”

In the summer of 1981 Cory-
don received a visit from the
finance police. They said the
finance  dictator  wanted
i $40,000. “They said they were

going to stay in my office and
i charge me $15,000 a day until I

paid up. They said they were
going to put me in jail. I asked
them what they meant. They
_said: ‘You'd just better damn
~do what you're told or you’ll
findout.”” - n
Terrified at what they might

do to his family ~ he has a

wife and two small children ~
. don paid up. But he was

sent to Clearwater to serve a

six-month Rehabilitation

Project  Force

waliting on tables and taking

courses to “clear his doubt
condition”, for which he had
to pay $10,000.

. Corydon said he was rein-

stated by the church's execu-

tive director, Bill Franks, who
teld him that he was deter-
mined to clean up Scientology.

Later, when Franks himself

was kicked out of the church,

Corydon knew it would be only

a matter of time before the

church police arrived. He was

ordered to appear in San

Francisco's Hilton Hotel for a -

meeting with the church lead-
ing experience of his life.

:church leaders were herded
into the hotel's* Tourth-fioor
lecture. hall. The door was
Jocked and guarded by finance

dore messengers

, Slv-

sentence, -

ership. It was the most terrify- -

* It was October 17,1882, Some
100 mission holders and-

police while the young commo-_°
lectured ;

their captive audience for

seven hours — until 2am,
Miscavige first . explained
that there had been a corp-
orate reorganisation which
had made the church “impreg-
nable” and, according to the

lowe, would put a stop to
“squirrels” and “schisms”.
Later, there .was a violent
denunciation by international
finance dictator
Reynolds. -

inspector-general Steve Mar~ |

Wendell -

BORN in 1911, L. Ron
Hubbard has ied an extraor-
dinary life,
believe his yersion of it, or
his critics’. -

In 1980, & member of the
United States Church of

Gerry Arm-
strong, was

suthorised
.by Hubbard to write his
biography. -
After delving into Hub-
bard's past, Armstrong de-
fected from the church,
claiming the Scientology
founder was a fake.

did not spend the years 1925
to 1820 " travelling through
Asia and ‘:he“'sgontb P:ﬁglg;
learning the crets of e
from priests, shamans and
wise men. o .

At that time he was a
 mediocre high-school student
who later flunked out of
George Washington Uni-
versity’s engineering school
after two years,

that he was a war hero who
miraculously cured himself of
nearly fatal wounds, Arm-
strong found he had never

ged from the US Navy in 1946,

suffering arthritis, bursitis

" and conjunctivitis, for which
he received a disability pay.

(Mark Hanna denies Arm-

whether you

Armstrong found- Hubbard

Despite Hubbard’s claim

seen action, and was dischar- -

—L. Ron Hubbard:-—'—
~ fact and fiction

strong’s claims. He says Hub-
bard was on a secret mission
during World War II,
destroying Japanese sub-
marines off the coast of Cali-
fornia, facts that have just
been declassified. He can
even produce a picture of
Lieutenant Hubbard to prove
his point.)

In 1950, Hubbard wrote a
book called Dianetics, which
has become the bible of the
cult (the price in Australia is
$7 paperback and $40 hard-
back.)

He has recently been in

* total recluse, with only a few

church members allegedly
having access to him.

©

“Collectively, you guys are in -

; some weird lower condition,’
You have allowed the missions

to go squirrel and I mean
squirrel . . . Because you guys
are setting on the public,
you're ripping off the Orgs.
You've had it. You see these

Continued Weekend Two
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After seven weeks of isol-
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Mark and the Sea Orgs

ACCORDING to Mark

Hanna, missionaries are some-

times sent to Australia from
the American Church of
Scientology to look over opera-
tions and advise on improve-
ments. The advice seems to be
effective. Hanna says the
Church has about 30,000 Aust-
ralian members and is in the
midst of an “unprecedented
boom".

During the day, the four
floors of its Sydney headquar-
ters at 201 Castlereagh St are
occupied by about 60 Scien-
tologists liaising with church
offices in other states and
training recruits.

Off the foyer an office is left
symbolically vacant on the
remote possibility that L. Ron
Hubbard might wing into Syd-
ney. Four pens are spread on
the blotter of his desk.

On the third floor are the
Sea Orgs or church admin-
istrators, controlled by a small
woman known as the Captain
and assisted by executive of-
ficers. There are about 30 Sea
Orgs on this floor, all decked
out in naval rig.

Hanna, the national spokes-
man for Scientology, speaks
with pride of the church's
progress. Seven years ago he
was a third-year law student
at Sydney University who was
interviewed on the street by a
man with a clipboard. He says:
“Through Scientology I devel-
oped a greater confidence in
myself. I was able to do what I
wanted to do. I was actually
able to be more myself.”

Scientology has turned him
into a rock of faith. Attacks on
L. Ron Hubbard and the
church in the United States
only strengthen his beliefs.

He aiso believes moves in the
South Australian Parliament
to probe Scientology represent
minority community views.
But, according to South Aust-
ralian Liberal parliamentarian
John Burdett, there is ade-
quate evidence for an inquiry.

Mr Burdett says that in the
last month he has received
numerous complaints about
the church. A few people claim
they have paid large amounts
of money to the organisation

for “suditing”. . .
When 1 first telephoned

By PETER MENADUE

Mark Hanna and told him I
wanted to do a story, his
response was guarded. He
wanted to know what research
I had done and who I had spo-
ken to. He knew about The
Sunday Times article by John
Barnes and referred to it dis-
paragingly as “that Barnes
thing”. .

Hanna: “No one who is crit-
ical of Scientology is happy.
Barnes just interviewed cri-
minals — that can be proved.

“1f you read that Barnes
article you don't get a very
good view of LRH. But have a
look at this. This shows what
all of these mayors in the US
have said about him. All of
these people have written to
Ron.”

He produced a glossy maga-
zine with a picture of Hubbard
on the cover, and pages of
citations inside. The former
science-fiction writer cum
prophet seems to have quite a
following.

Hubbard, apparently, spent
10 days in Melbourne in 1959.
Audrey Devlin, the church di-
rector of official affairs, met
him: “He came out to see how
we were going, and to bring
out some new technology he
had been researching. He was
a big, friendly fellow; very
dynamic.”

Devlin is one of the church’s
longest-serving members in
Australia. “In 1957 I was work-
ing in Perth in a doctor’s sur-
gery and there was an ad in
the local paper about how you
could improve your ability. I
Just thought: ‘If I can improve
my ability I can get another
job.’ I found the ad was for

a course of Scientology
lectures.”
Australian Scientology

began in Victoria and was
originally called the Hubbard
Association of Scientologists
(HASI). An inquiry by Kevin
Anderson QC. in 1963, led to
the banning of many of Scien-
tology's activities in that state
(Hanna says “Holy Joe™ An-

- derson began a vendetta after
recelving just one complaint).

Following ' the inquiry, the

Victorian Government passed
a Psychological Practices Act,
but it was repealed in 1982,
Similar legislation was en-
acted in South Australia but
repealed in 1974.

The church has had a num-
ber of notable victories since
then, and last year won a High
Court battle to be regarded as
& religious institution.

At the time of the Anderson
inquiry, the church is alleged

. to have said: “HASI is non-

religious — it does not demand’
any belief or faith, nor is it in
conflict. with faith. People of
all faiths use Scientology.”
But Mark Hanna says:
“That was the silly official
who represented us (at the in-
quiry). What we actually said
was we are religious - and sci-
entific — and if you read the
report you will find that.”

Spiritual
‘lives’
*

What then do Scientologists
believe? The metaphysics are
fairly easy to grasp. Indeed,
Hanna says one of the glories
of Scientology is that it cuts
out the complexities, and gets
to the “simplicity of the
matter”. .

The gist is, that in each
human there is an immortal
spirit known as a “thetan”.
‘This spirit is capable of living
through multiple lives, al-
though the body and mind are
not. Scientology aims to purify
or “clear” this thetan by
removing painful images cal-
led “engrams” which block it.
The tool for this clarification
is the E-meter.

During my conversation with
Hanna, an E-meter was
brought in by a Scientologist
called Kevin who set it up on
the coffee table. It was hard to
believe this device (two cans
attached by wires to a gal-
vometer) was banned in two
states during the 1960s:
certainly no electric shocks
from this machine.

The subject being “audited”
holds the two cans in his

!

hands, and is asked to think
up some engrams. The gal-
vometer helps to read the
resistance created by these
mental blocks. The problem
with being “on the cans” is
that sometimes no engrams
appear. A little worried at this,
I gave the cans a squeeze and
the needle jumped.

Mark Hanna said it took
years of study to become an
advanced Scientologist able to
properly operate the E-meter.
While touring the building he
pointed out a corridor with
about 10 confessional booths
where the E-meter is used in
private  auditing. Hanna
denies these confessionals
give great power over its mem-
bers: “There is no great threat
in confessions — show me one
case where this has been done
wrongly.” ) !

According to Hanna, when
Hubbard began he found he
was immediately under attack
by the American Medical
Association and many psychi-
atrists.

“Dianetics makes a person
himself, right. The word that
was coined is ‘clear’. When we
got attacked we asked our-
selves, what would attack
something that attempts to
free mankind? It would be
those who seek to ensiave
someone.”

Psychiatrists are their main
antagonists. When Scientolo-
gists talk about them, the
engrams are almost palpable.
The battle is not just social or
political, but theological. Psy-
chiatrists, according to them,
entrap the thetan through
drugs and shock therapy.

Scientologist Jan Eastgate
said: “Ron went into seclusion
(around 1981) not long after
John Lennon was killed, and

there was the attempt to.

assassinate Ronald Reagan.
Both attempts were by psychi-
atric patients.”

Does Scientology have a
future? Hanna certainly be-
lieves so: “Ask the Christians
in 100 AD what they were
doing. They were out there
preaching on the street cor-
ners. These days the smaller’
religions affar results. A lot of
major religious leaders are
seeing that.”
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