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!Smce the i n of Scientolo-

gy in 1950, thequesﬁonofﬂne
sect’s - religious status has been
. argued in courts worldwide. And

ent

rio may rule on the religious sta-
tus of Scientology during a hear-
ing here that began Monday. But
“religion” is only one of a myriad

of questions before the Ontario R
stemmed

Supreme Court.-

Monday'’s
from a March 4, 1983, police raid
involving 100 Ontano Provmclal
policemen- serving 158-page
search warrant at the local sect
mission. \

'l‘,bewarrantcameasareslﬂtof
a two-year investigation of in-
come tax payments and the cost
of courses offered by the sect. The
. warrant also alluded to fraud and
criminal conspiracy within the
- Church of Scientology of Toronto
and resulted in the seizure of 250,
000 documents.

Scientology attorney Clayton
Ruby contends the warrant was
illegal due to ‘‘misstatements of
fact” in the mformatlon used to

various courts have offered dxffu'-’ ‘
e
The canadian Provinee of Onts-

mune from such government ac-

» to rule on ‘arguments in-

volving parishioner/pastoral priv-
ilege adding that in this case the

‘mdrglmon“uwmnym rant lists by -name a-number . of |

vant.

“I simply tle the posmon that
these matters are not relevant (to
the motion to quash) and are the
domain of the trial court,” Hill

said in his, opening statement,

The hearing began with Ruby

- demanding the immediate return

of about 6,000 particular docu-
ments in tbepands of the govern-
ment.
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make a ruling, orwaitforcrimi
nal charges to be filed. ‘
Although the voluminous war-

persons—including sect - founder
L. Ron Hubbardl--who are sus-
pected of crimina wrongdoing, no
arrests have been made. !

Osler did, however, grant Ru-

, bysrequestfora%bourdela in

proceedings so he could prepare
arguments relating to tbe ‘govern: .
ment’s case.
The hearing, expected to last
two weeks, resumes Wednesday. -




