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Ex-Manassas Resident
Popular Sci-Fi Writer

By RANDI DEIOTTE

A science fictioa book by
a man who attended school
in Manassas 54 years ago
, made the New York Times
' Best Sellers List the first
week it was reieased and has
now climbed into the ten,
his publicist sa two
movies deri lrom the
book are due to start pro-
duction later this year. from

L. Roa Hubbard's 800-page
science (iction c, Bat-
tefieid Earth, is at the
op of B. Dalton’s national

scence fiction list, topping
Mmov: 2010 and George
Orweil's 1984, the publicist
continued.

Hubbard, now 73, attended
the Swavely School during
the 1929-00 term at the re-
quest of his {ather, a career
asval officer, had recently
returned from the Far East,
Wmmaw

While at Swavely, Hub-

bard got an early start on his pose.

future writing career as
associate editor of the
Swavely Sentined, the school
newspaper. He began writ.
ing science fiction in 1938,

some eight years after he

Formerly known as
Eastern College, Swavely
School for Boys was located
on the site of what is now
Baldwin Park in the City of
Manassas. The college
vacated its bulldings in 1824,
Seavel of e

wavely D.C.
started the m
his name.

The school operated from

1924 through the 1929 school

year, and was peimarily a
tory institution for
studying for the eo-

Point and Anna ac-
cording to Doa W at the
arinco William Ceatral

Prince William County
Schools took the y
over with the idea of using it
for n vocational school, but {t
was pot suited !cthnta:

After & series of fires, the
buildings of the former
Swavely School were torn
dowu in 1960,

Hubbard found scieace
fiction writing as the fieid in

whlch - ‘mmxﬂ ac-

cordlng to his publicist.

d of
possibility. [t is the piea that
someane shouid work oa the
future. Yet it is not pro-
pbesy. It is the dream that

the dawn whea the
nveator or scieatist
awakens and goes to bhis
books or lab saying, ‘I
woonder whether | could
make the dream come true
ia the world of real
science,’” Hubbard said last

Hubbard's whereabouts
according to
Brock. who nevertheless was
able to quickly supply The
Jourpal Messenger with
additional information re-
quested about Hubbard's
activities and times In
Manasssas while at Swavely
Schoal for Boys. She said be
was very busy and liked his
privacy.

“All mail addressed to me
shall be recetved by me, |
am always willing to belp.
By my own creed, a bewng i
only as valuable as be can
serve others...Any message
addressed to me and sent to
the address of the nearest
Scientoiogy Church.. will be
forwarded to me directly,”
hovever, Hubbard states in
his publicity.



