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It's called the Hubbard Elec-

'.5.' trometer and is used as a spiritu-
‘al guide during ‘‘auditing,”

Church of . Scientology prachce

- somewhat similar to Catholic con-

fession,

The E-meter, as it is known, is
said to be capable of measuring a
person’s ‘‘mental state and
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The small, simple electronic de--

vice, patented by Scientology
founder L. Ron Hugbard, may be
the most visible of the ‘“religious
artifacts” associated with the
Clearwater-based sect.

But hardly a miracle of modern

. science, the E-meter is

nothing
more than a Wheatstone bridge—
- commoanly known as a galvanom-

. . eter—which measures electrical

-

0O Did Hubbard
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resistance, according to electronic
experts.

Authorities worldwide question
not only the E-meter’s validity as
a religious artifact, they also won-
der where the money pand for an
E-meter—as much - 11.10
each—-goes in the non t sect.

A source familiar with the ob-
Ject and who requested anon ymity
recently told the Clearwater
that the components used to man—
ufacture a standard E«netzr eut

about $200. :

Scientology spokesman Richard
Haworth said last week that he
did not know why the E-Meter is

uexpenslveullstedinlactbm-
(Please see 'MEI’ER, next page).
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“No, I don’t know,” he saxd “Snind, however—where the en-

noting that the device is “a lnghly
precisioned instrument put togeth-
er under confrolled circumstanc-
w Y A

According to numerous govern-
ment boards of inquiry, the nee-
dles and dials on the E-meter in-
dicate, nothwg more than a
~ person’s. bodys ‘resistan¢e to a

small .elgctrical ‘charge provided
by a“ginall dty cell battery.

Wten a person holds tin cans
- attached by wires leading to the
machine, an electrical circuit is
completed. .

At one tune, Hubbard .claimed
his E-meter could be used to de-
tect and treat numerous maladies
- ranging from colds to cancer.

However, in recent years, such

claims have disappeared from
Scientology literature.

Still, when used by a Scientolog-
ist to “audxt” a person, the E-me-
ter is said to reveal to the auditor
a person's emotional ‘“‘withholds™
and is used to detect “‘engrams.”

Engrams; accordmg to Sciento-
. logists, are mental images of de-
. posits on' the mind, created by
- traumatic shoek, pain or injury.
© Man’s mind, Hubbard states, is

divided into the analytical mind,
whieh is similar to the conscious
. mind in the Freudian sense, and

the reactive mind, which corre-
' sponds to the unconscious.
The analytical mind is rational:

grams are embedded—shorts out

‘the analytical' mind and causes

m‘atlonal behavior.

" The ob;ectofaud:tmg on the E-

meter is to bring the reactive
mind under control, ridding one-
self “of engrams and achieving
“total freedom™ and eventuglly 8
condition known as “clear.”™”
As a

with the aid of an E-meter, he
moves up “the bridge™ toward
Scientology nirvana until they are
pronounced ‘“‘clear’” and are re-

ady’ to move farther up the

bridge.

Part of Scientology’s theology,
which is based on the writings of
the reclusive 73-year-old Hubbard,
dictates that every person should
be cleared €hrough Scientology
and Dianetics.

Hubbard also claims that audit-
ing can increase a persons 1Q at
the rate of one point per hour of
auditing. -

At the sect’s Flag Land Base
bookstore in the former Fort Har-
rison Hotel in downtown Clearwa-
ter, E-meters range in ‘‘donation”
price from $2,738.68 to $5211.10 for
the Black Mark VI model in a
leather case. During occasional
sales an E-meter may be pur-
chased locally for as little as $1,-
898, according to a sect flier.

Still, prices are going up 5 per-

it ‘percewmm%cem each month, according to the

- Base.”

.And if one is interested, there
continues to identi-
fy and ¢lear” himself of engrams -

sect’s January. issue of *4
Magazine of the Flag
In January, Frmetan
were listed from sssom

. $2,363.93.

But there is much mdre avaﬂ-
able for one interested in mastes-
ing the E-meter. A course
the “Hubbard E-meter. gt
was listed in January at sl,

a number of books available rang

-ing in‘cost from $14.15 for “‘E-me- ;

ter Drills” to a $56.52 donation for !
“Understanding the E-meter.” ** -

E-meter accessories are al§o
listed, including cans ($2.60), ex- -
ternal “TA” counters ($18.29) aijld
Solo Can Separators (Solo- “Spaee-

rs”) for $2.11.

The inclusion of the Solo Space-:
rs—a device enabling a person
work alone on an E-meter—

a curious question:

In his 1950 book, ‘‘Dianetics—
The Modern Science of Mental
Health,” Hubbard states that a
person in unable to audit himself:
“It cannot be done. That is a flat
statement and it is a scientific
fact. The auditor is necessary for
a large number of reasons.”

However, Scientology spokes-
man Haworth said Thursday that
there are, indeed, occasions when
a Scientologist works without the
aid of an auditor.

‘“There are solo levels in Sci-
entology (and) they have been
around for a long time,”” Haworth
said. He said he was aware of
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seeming contradictions.

" In a search warrant executad
by the Ontario Provencial Palice -

last year when 200,000 sect docu-
ments and other items were con-

" fiscated during a 24-hour raid, E-
“meters were included as mahenal‘
" to be seized. Canadian authorities,
are” who:mspectﬂlesectmaybem-‘~

volved in fraud and other crimi-

nal-activities, are mveshgatmg 1ts :

Toronto branch.

Tbe 158-page search warrant—— -
the largest in Canadijgn history— -
and its volumes of apperidi
_claim that Hubbard, the Church -
of Scientology of Toronto and oth-.
ersdefranded the public bymak..

i entations concerning
- the qualities of, and benefits re-
ceivable from courses (and) E-
meters, for sale at costly prices in
no way related to the real value of
such things.”

The warrant states further that
“such things being without the
represented qualities and incapa-
ble of providing the represented
benefits, thus by deceit, falsehood
of other fraudulent means,”’ ‘the
public was defrauded. _

The search warrant, based in
part on the testimony of unnamed
agents, asserts that the govern-
ment believes ‘‘Scientology is a
profit-oriented organization, by
the method of which the E-meter,
an alleged ‘religious artifact,’ is
marketed by Scientology. Due to

o o bt e vl 0
but dedined'ao elaborate on. fhe. -

E-
meters, at times of well over 100

M a pmﬂt -making operation.

“Further, reasonable
exist to believe that the said E-
meter is fraudulently represented
as a spiritual artifact.”

- The warrant alleges that the
Toronto Sclentologists import E-
meters from the U.S. and Den-
mark, and pay “duty and tax on

-thevahxeatwhlchﬂ:eypmchased
- the items, rather than on the va-

lue the items .are actually being

‘sold for in Canada,” which last

year ranged ffom’ smoo to $2,500.
The warrant lists findings chal-

lenging the validity of the E-me-

ter by governments around the

O South Africa: “(The E-me-
ter) is scientifically of no value in
testing emotions, feelings or reac-
tions of persons. It has no value in
itself in the treatment of psycoso-
matic or other illnqsses.”

[ Australia: “Nome of the Sci-
entology theories associated with,
or claims made for the E-meter is
]ustlfied ”

And in a 1973 U.S. Court of Ap-

“world including:

ruling, the government '

peals !
found the E-meter was..‘‘mis-
branded” and could only be sold,
used or distributed for use in bona
fide religious counseling and that
all E-meters must bear the follow-
ing warning,
and clearly visible:
“The E-meter is not medically

tly affixed

orscnenhﬁcallymefulfm’hc(ﬁ~
agnosis, treatment or

of any disease. 1t.is not medically
or scientifically capable of jm-

_. prmngthehulthorbodilym

tions of anyone.”

Although several Sun repaius
have examined and used E-me-
ters in recent months at Scientelo-
gy centers in Clearwater, "the
specified warning was not visiblé.

But New York City lawyer Eric
Lieberman said last week -the
court ruling affected only those E-
meters under scrutitny by the
court at that time, and not all E-
meters in the* United States. *+

“The ruling stated that those
particular E-meters had to be de-
stroyed or have the (disclaimers)
attached,” explained Lieberman,
who said he has represented the
sect in numerous lawsuits, includ-
ing the recent one against 'the city
of Clearwater’s controversial
charitable-solicitation ordinance.

“It wasn't a general
as to what Dianetics and Scienfo-
logy had to do throughout the
United States,” Lieberman said.
“It was only a ruling regardm
the E-meters in question.”” -

Today, Lieberman said, E-me-
ters are for sale and to be used by
no one other than a Sci
Nevertheless, he pointed out, the
sect has generally adhered .to
“the spirit of the ruling” by at-
taching shorter and smaljer
statements than the one men-
tioned in the federal judgment;™




