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Critics charge downtown Clearwater has deteriorated since the arrival of Scientology.

Debate over sect fades

By DEBBIE LONG
Sun staff writer

CLEARWATER — In 1975 the Church
of Scientology, cloaked in secrecy, made
this waterfront city its international head-
quarters.

A lengthy outcry ensued when the pub-
lic became aware the sect — under anoth-
er name — bought a Clearwater land-
mark, the Fort Harrison Hotel. The
Scientologists subsequently bought many
other parcels of downtown Clearwater
property, posting guards to keep the cu-
rious at bay.

When the public and press asked ques-
tions about the aims of the Church of
Scientology, sect leaders became mum
about their intentions and sparred in
court with elected officials and area news-

apers.

P 'ﬁ\e Church of Scientology. in trying to
keep a low profile, instead cast a shadow
o:?oubt across the city.

In recent years the controversy over
Scientology has faded — by and large —
from the public eye.

But some say the community’s percep-
tion of the Church of Scientology hasn't
changed much. Rather, it's simply no
longer the popular topic it once was,
according to observers.

Others believe a sense of ‘‘complacen-
cy" has developed over the years with the
realization Scientologists were not going
to make Clearwater a whistle-stop.

Mayor Rita Garvey said she believes
mang &eople in the community still feel
much the same way today about the inter

national organizetion as they did in 1976,

*“The negative (feelings) are still there,”
she aaid in describing what she believes is
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not as verbalized as it was in the past.”

But sect spokesman Richard Haworth
disagrees that there is any measure of
animosity toward the group today.

I honestly don’t think that’s the situa-
tion,” he said. “I think there have been
people in the past who made a lot of noise.
And that's been taken as the way people
feel. But many (citizens) are quiet and
don't feel that way.”

Haworth recently talked at length
about the sect’s involvement in the com-
munity and its efforts to improve its pub-
lic image through radio and televison pro-
grams, including a Paragon cable show
called the ‘“‘Road to Freedom.”

“I think most people are just curious,”
Haworth said.

Tamps Bay Business Journal editor
Ron Stuart, who was managing editor of
the Clearwater Sun when the sect arrived
in town, said “people still have questions
ia’bout. what they do and what their intent

“As far as the perception of the people,
1 don't see much change. There is not as
much animosity (now), but (Scientology
leaders) still don’t want any criticism.

“1 think what a lot of people ... have
objected to is finding that (the sect) was
buying up prime real estate and getting a
tax break on it.”

That has led to the continuing outcry
by some residents and officials that the

Ing its fair share. Critics
charge the tologists - are’ buying
downtown property an to take it
off tax rolls by claiming religious exemp-
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* Scientology

(from page 1A)

Ron Shultz said Wednesday the tax status of the
organization is currently pending in Pinellas
County Circuit Court.

The group., which goes under the corporate
name of Church of Scientology/Flag Service Or-
ganization Inc., filed suit in 1982 — and each
subsequent year. The sect wants to be legally
designated as a not-for-profit organization, which
would allow it to be exempt from taxes, Shultz
said.

“Qur position is that they must establish that
they are not-for-profit,” which has not been done,
Shultz said. “We believe the Church of Scientolo-
gy/Flag Service Organization is merely an alter
ego for the previous organization — Church of
Scientology of California —which (a Pinellas
County Circuit Court judge) did find taxable.”

The organization owns 11 pieces of property in
Clearwater, valued by the county appraiser’s
office at a total of $21.5 million.

Fred Petty, assistant tax collector for the
county, said Wednesday the sect currently owes
about $500,000 in back taxes, plus interest, dat-
ing back to 1982.

Haworth, meanwhile, continues to argue the
public’s perception of the sect has softened in
recent years. He noted that in a recent Clearwa-
ter Library reader’s poll, sect founder L. Ron
Hubbard's “Dianetics — The Modern Science of
Mental Health” was named the fifth most “in-
fluential” book in Clearwater.

“That’s as good an indication as any” regard-
ing the community’s perception of Scientology.

* List

(from page 1A)

00 West Coast Building, 118 N. Fort
Harrison Ave. Value: $717,800; taxes:
$15,055.86.

{0 Fort Harrison Hotel and parking ga-
rage, 210 S. Fort Harrison Ave. Value:
$9.53 million; taxes: $199,906.43.

{OJ Clearwater Plasma Blood Bank, 109 N.
Fort Harrison Ave. Value: $150,400; taxes:
$3,154.64.

O General offices, 25 N. Fort Harrison
Ave. Value: $140,700; taxes: $2,951.18.

O Former Bank of Clearwater building,
15 N. Fort Harrison Ave. Value: $233,600;
taxes: $4,899.76. )

O Building at 500 Cleveland St. Value:
$359,100; taxes: $7,5632.12.

O Former Elks Lodge, 516 Franklin St.
Value: $238,600; taxes: $5,004.64.

(Not shown on map on 1A)

{0 Former Quality Inn and restaurant,
2056 U.S. 19 S. Value: $1.8 million; taxes:
$32,157.56.

0 Hacienda Gardens Apartments, 551 N.
Saturn Ave. Value: $5.2 million; taxes:
$103,870.

Haworth said.
However, Clearwater librarian Linda Melinke -

-

said “Dianetics” was not ranked as such in the
survey. The books mentioned by readers were
not ranked, she said.

“ ‘Dianetics’ was listed by at least one reader
as a book that influenced that reader,” Ms. Me-
linke said. “‘Other books mentioned in the survey
as ‘influential’ included the Bible and Margaret
Mitchell’s ‘Gone With the Wind.” ”

One of the most vocal opponents of the Sci-
entologists is former Clearwater Mayor Gabe
Cazares, who has been involved in several law-
suits with the organization. '

Cazares was in office when the sect arrived in
Clearwater. His criticisms have changed little, if
any, in recent years.

“I think at the present time, the Scientologists
are in the process of consolidating their occupan-

¢y of Clearwater without a fight,” Cazares said.

“The citizens of Clearwater have given up.”
Some business owners in the city are not op-

- posed to the Scientologists in the area. __ .
Lillian Trickel, owner of Trickel’s Jewelers and

a member of the Downtown Development Board,
said she believes the Scientologists have neither
hurt nor helped business in the area.

“As far as ] am concerned, they are fine,” she
said. “They do not bother me ...they hardly
speak to you. We have less crime because they
are here at all hours of the night, and they notify
police whenever they see mischief.”

Mrs. Trickel said she doesn’t think the group’s
presence is a deterrent to prospective businesses
locating in the area.

But Parker Stafford, president of the Clearwa-

ter Chamber of Commerce, said Wednesday the
sect’s presence “certainly doesn’t have a: positii®
effect” on downtown redevelopment. . "~ "3

“I would rather have a vibrant, growing, é;
pamic business located in downtown Clearwa-
ter,” he said. : Y '

Jim Carpenter, executive directat of the Clear-
water Downtown Development Board, said the
gresenee of the Church of Scientology is a dou-

.ble-edged sword. _ :
“They’re giving (the downtown area) economi¢

_vitality,” he said. “They have continuously chan-

ging clientele. These people frequent all our retail

_ establishments ... and they do spend money.” .

But, Carpenter. said, outside businesses do
examine the effect of the sect’s presence when
loring whether to locate in the area. :
“It’s one thing they do evaluate, depending on
their own personal views.” he said. “If they
didn’t have to evaluate it, it would be to our

.advan

Mik'téa%eanders, historic sights chairman of the
Clearwater Historical Society, said he.feels resi-
dents have resigned themselves to the continued
presence of the Church of Scientology. -

“] think in many ways {(now), people have
thrown in the towel,” he said. “(The organiza-
tion) is so assimilated in the area. There has been
a complacency that developed.” .- !

For his part, Haworth said the Church of
Scientology ‘“has been a part of the community
for 13 years. :

“We enjoy being part of the community,” he
added, “and plan to continue.”
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Critics charge downtown Clearwater has deteriorated since the arrival of Scientology.

Debate over sect fades

By DEBBIE LONG
Sun staff writer

CLEARWATER ~ In 1975 the Church
of Scientology, cloaked in secrecy, made
this waterfront city its international head-
quarters,

A lengthy outcry ensued when the pub-
lic became aware the sect — under anoth-
er name — bought a Clearwater land-
mark, the Fort Harrison Hotel. The
Scientologists subsequently bought many
other parcels of downtown Clearwater
property. posting guards to keep the cu-
rious at bay,

When the public and press asked ques-
tions about the aims of the Church of
Scientology, sect l2aders became mum
about their intentions and sparred in
court with elected officials and area news-
papers. '

The Church of Scientology, in trying to
keep a low profile, instead cast a shadow
of doubt across the city.

In recent years.the controversy over
Scientology has faded — by and large —
from the public eye,

But some say the community's percep-
tion of the Church of Scientology hasn't
changed much. Rather, it's simply no
longer the popular topic it once was,
according to observers.

Others believe a sense of ‘‘complacen-
cy” has developed over the years with the
realization Scientologists were not going
to make Clearwater a whistle-stop.

Mayor Rita Garvey said she believes
many people in the community still feel
much the same way today about the inter-
national organization as they did in 1975.

“The negative (feelings) are still there,”
she said in describing what she believes is
the widely held view of the sect. “It's just
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According to the Pinellas County
Property Appraiser's records, the
Church of Sclentolo% owns the fol-
lowing property in Clearwater. The
list includes assessed value and real
estate taxes owed for 1987:

(J Sand Castle Inn, 200 S. Osceola
Ave. Value: $2.27 million; taxes:
$47.757.98. '

0 Former Heart of Clearwater
Motel, 1024 Cleveland St. Value:
$840,400; taxes: $17,627.39.

(Please see * LST, next page)

not as verialized as it was in the past.”

But sect spokesman Richard Haworth
disagrees that there is any measure of
animosity toward the group today.

“I honestly don't think that's the situa.
tion,” he said. "I think there-have been
people in the past who made a lot of noise.
Amf that's been taken as the way people
feel. But many (citizens) are quiet and
don't feel that way."

Haworth recently talked at length
about the sect's involvement in the com-
munity and its efforts to improve its pub-
lic image through radio and televison pro-
grams, including a Paragon cable show
called the “Road to Freedom.”

“I think most people are just curious.”
Haworth said.

Tampa Bay Business Journal editor

Ron Stuart, who was managing editor of
the Clearwater Sun when the sect arrived
in town, said “people still have questions
about what they do and what their intent
is,
“As far as the perception of the pecple,
I don't see much change. There is not as
much animosity (now), but (Scientology
leaders) still don't want any criticism.

“I think what a lot of people... have
objected to is finding that (the sect) was
buying up prime real estate and getting a
tax break on it.”

That has led to the continuing outcry
by some residents and officials that the
sect is not paying its fair share. Critics
charge the Scientologists are buying
downtown property and trying to take it
off tax rolls by claiming religious exemp-
tion from taxation. .

Pinellas County Property Appraiser

(Please see * SCIENTOLOGY, next page)
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* Scientology

{from page 1A) .

Ron Shultz said Wednesday the tax status of the
organization is currently pending in Pinellas
County Circuit Court.

The group, which goes under the corporate
name of Church of Scientology/Flag Service Or-
ganization Inc., filed suit in 1982 — and each
subsequent year. The sect wants to be legally
designated as a not-for-profit organization, which
would allow it to be exempt from taxes, Shultz
said.

“Our position is that they must establish that
they are not-for-profit,” which has not been done,
Shultz said. **We believe the Church of Scientolo-
gyiFlag Service Organization is merely an alter
ego for the previous organization — Church of
Scientology of California —which (a Pinellas
County Circuit Court judge) did find taxable.”

The organization owns 11 pieces of property in
Clearwater, valued by the county appraiser’s
office at a total of $21.5 million.

Fred Petty, assistant tax collector for the
county, said Wednesday the sect currently owes
about $500,000 in back taxes, plus interest, dat-
ing back to 1982.

Haworth, meanwhile, continues to argue the
public’s perception of the sect has softened in
recent years. He noted that in a recent Clearwa-
ter Library repder’s poll, sect founder L. Ron
Hubbard’'s “Dianetics — The Modern Science of
Mental Health” was named the fifth most “'in-
fluential” book in Clearwater.

“That’s as good an indication as any" regard-
ing the community’s perception of Scientology,

* List

(from page 1A)

0 West Coast Building, 118 N. Fort
Harrison Ave. Value: $717,800; taxes:
$15,055.86.

O Fort Harrison Hotel and parking ga-
rage, 210 S. Fort Harrison Ave. Value:
$9.53 million; taxes: $199,906.43.

[ Clearwater Plasma Blood Bank, 109 N.

Fort Harrison Ave. Velue: $150,400; taxes:

$3,154.64.

O General offices, 25 N. Fort Harrison
Ave. Value: 8140,700; taxes: $2,951.18.

O Former Bank of Clearwater building,
15 N. Fort Harrison Ave. Value: $233,600;
taxes: $4,899.76. :

O Building at 500 Cleveland St. Value:

$359,100; taxes: $7,532.12.

O Former Elks Lodge, 516 Franklin St.

Value: $238.600; taxes: $5,004.64.
{Not shown on map on 1A)

0O Former Quality Inn and restaurant,
2056 U.S. 19 S. Value: $1.8 million; taxes:
$£32,157.56.

O Hacienda Gardens Apartments, 551 N.
Saturn Ave. Value: $5.2 million; taxes:
$103.870.

Haworth said.
However, Clearwater librarian Linda Melinke

-

said “Dianetics” was not ranked as such in the
survey. The books mentioned by readers were
not ranked, she said. :

** ‘Dianetics’ was listed by at least one reader
as a book that influenced that.reader,” Ms. Me-
linke said. “Other books mentioned in the survey
as ‘influential’ included the Bible and Margaret
Mitchell’s ‘Gone With the Wind.'”

One of the most vocal opponents of the Sci-
entologists is former Clearwater Mayor Gabe
Cazares, who has been involved in several law-
suits with the organization.

Cazares was in office when the sect arrived in
Clearwater. His criticisms have changed little, if
any, in recent years.

“I think at the present time, the Scientologists
are in the process of consolidating their occupan-
cy of Clearwater without a fight,” Cazares said.

“The citizens of Clearwater have given up.”

Some business owners in the city are not op-
posed to the Scientologists in the area.

Lillian Trickel, owner of Trickel’s Jewelers and
a member of the Downtown Development Board,
said she believes the Scientologists have neither
hurt nor helped business in the area.

"As far as I am concerned, they are fine,” she
said. “They do not bother me...they hardly
speak to you. We have less crime because they
are here at all hours of the night, and they notify
police whenever they see mischief.”

Mrs. Trickel said she doesn’t think the group’s
presence is a deterrent to prospective businesses
locating in the area.

But Parker Stafford, president of the Clearwa-

ter Chamber of Commerce, said Wednesday the
sect’s presence “certainly doesn’t have a positive
effect” on downtown redevelopment.

*“] would rather have a vibrant, growing, dy-
namic business located in downtown Clearwa-
ter,” he said. o

Jim Carpenter, executive director.of the Clear-
water Downtown Development Board, said the
presence of the Church of Scientology is a dou-

. ble-edged sword.

“They're giving (the downtown area) economic
vitality,” he said. “They have continuously chan-
ging clientele. These people frequent all our retail
establishments ... and they do spend money.”

But, Carpenter said, outside businesses do
examine the effect of the sect’s presence when
exploring whether to locate in the area.

“It’s one thing they do evaluate, depending on
their own personal views.” he said. “If they
didn’t have to evaluate it, it would be to our
advantage.”

Mike Sanders, historic sights chairman of the
Clearwater Historical Society, said he feels resi-
dents have resigned themselves to the continued
presence of the Church of Scientology.

*“I think in many ways (now), people have
thrown in the towel,” he said. *“(The organize-
tion) is so assimilated in the area. There has been
a complacency that developed.”

For his part, Haworth said the Church of
Scientology “‘has been a part of the community
for 13 years.

"We enjoy being part of the community,” he
added, “and plan to continue.”



