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M ayor Bilger...

:-* By Scott McCartney
.- Associated Press Writer

l:; +'NEWKIRK, OK., (AP) Crews chip

414

“away old paint and hack at knee-high
weeds at the abandoned Chilocco

E‘ Indian School, seemingly unaffected

. by the tempest brewing in this remote

.-1: comer of (g;slahoma.

When a California group received

1 sate permission for a75-bed drug and
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. alcohol treatment center, Newkirk
: thought the project on the reservation
-.six miles away would solve local
- economic troubles brought on by oil
. and farming slumps.

But the initial euphoria, like the old

- distrust, frustration, even fear.
-~ Townspeople say Narconon Inter-
- national hasn't been honest about its

:- tology, its financing, its medical cre-
- dentials and its nla_ns fr\r the '"OJQC'
- which will draw mosdy out-of-state
-clients.
They say Narconon denied the proj-
‘ect had anything to do with Scientol-
- ogy until Newkirk officials tumed up
- a Scientology magazine with a story
_headlined *Trained Scxentologxsts 0
- Staff Huge Oklahoma Facility.”
And the mayor says Narconon tried
2to dupe locals at a staged ceremony,’
:where a $200,000 check and a glow-
. ing study were presented to Narconon
- by a group that tumed out to be part of
*Narconon itself.

Now the town fears it could eam a

BN

2+ "cult image” because of the project’s

.

-2

-:ties to Scientology, which follows the
teachmgs of the late science fiction
s-writer L. Ron Hubbard. Former

< :‘membershave accused Scientology of

- fraud and mental abuse, and the Inter-
nal Revenue Service has challenged
-:its tax-exempt status as a rehglon

: .; “People interested in coming to this

~‘town will see the Church of Scieatol-

-2 ng thing - the cult thing - and I think

. paint, has chipped away, replaced by-

. affiliation with the Church of Scien-

that that image will hurt our possibili-
ties for growth and development,”
Mayor Garry Bilger said in an inter-
view last month,

Some townspeople say they womry
about the kind of people the project
will attract and that the stately 80-
building campus, built of native Okla-
homa stone and tucked more than a
mile off the nearest road, will become
a Scientology recruiting station,

*“I don’t think any of us are agamst
drug abusers getting rehabilitation, ,”
said Mike Clifton, pastor of the First
Christian Church. “(But) there’s a lot
of concemn in the community because
we really don’t know what these folks
are exactly about. What really worries
us is what they're not saying.”

In the basement of the First Baptist
Church, pastor Mark Jones is making
copies of a videotape of a British
Broadcasting Corp. documeantary on
Scientology, which he showed (0 his
congregation at a worship service.

The tapes, along with Scientology
literature, haye been circulating in this
town of 2,400. There have been town
meetings and public forums, includ-
ing a sometimes heated session with
state officials who approved the Nar-
conon project before the town knew it
was supported by Scientology. :

“The town got the shaft,” said insur-
anceagentCharles Eisenhauer. “Idon’t
thinkanybodycanundoanythingthat’s
been done so far.” The center is sched-
uled to open in September.

Narconon officials say Newkirk's
concern is inflated and unwarranted.
Narconon is a legilimate, worldwide
drug and alcohol rchabxhtauon pro-
gram with 23 years’ experience and an
86 percent success rate, they assert. -

Narconon spokesman Gary Smith
said he tried to reassure the town that
Narconon's “sole intention is to get
Eeople off drugs.” He said the town

as been misled

“There’s fearbeing putintothetown
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by false information being fed in lhelc
by somebody who's in favor of drug
abuse. They're either connected to
selling drugs or they're using drugs,”
Smith said. :
Smith declined to be more specific -
about the identity or whereabouts of
these * oumdc sources wnh criminal
motives.”
" “Trust'me, [ know,” he said. -
Another Narconon attempt at per-:
suasion provoked an angry response. ::

'

_ In a letter aned May 18 on the.- conon.

front page of the weekly Newkirk ¥+
Herald Journal, Narconon president -.
John Duff wrote: “There will be those */
that will not want Narconon to suc-
ceed at Chilocco because they are for
drugs and are on the other side in the
battle against drugs.”

Jones, the Baptist minister, re-
sponded the following week, writing
he “resented the implication, or more
accurately the accusation, that was
made by Narconon’s Mr. Duff. He
accused me of supporting illegal drug
use in our area if I did not swallow his
program hook, line and sinker.”

Bilger said he had becn so optimis-
tic about the promise of a revitalized
Chilocco that last December he wrote
Oklahoma health officials supponmg
Narconon.

But the mayor said his wmtcr hope
tumed to disillusionment by spnng
when he learned of Narconon's his-
tory, and he came to believe he had
been misled when Narconon held an
emotional ceremony April 8 in which
the Association for Better Living and
Education presented a glowing study
of Narconon and the $200,000 check. .

Later Bilger leammed that ABLE
shared a sireet address in Los Angeles
with Narconon, and is identified ina -
Scientology magazme as part of Nat- :
conon.

*“They totally mlsrepresemed what
was going on,” Bilger said. -

“I came away with the i xmpressxon

P

that we hadanindependent group here
interested in mankind and they had
researched the Narconon process. Then
I find out’ ABLE and Narconon are
partof the same organization,” he said.

“I try to be sumghu'orward and
when somebody doesn’t do that, I
wonder why.”

Inlanunc.Namonon's Smith used

‘. acopy of Bilger's December letter of

support to suggest to The Associated
Press that the mayor supported Nar-

Bxlger says ‘the December letter no
lon er reflects his feeli
unagme if I was in shm I'd

*use it, 100,” Bilger said. “T just think

now it (Narconon) is a problem and if
all the facts wereoutat the time, thmgs

- might have been done differently.”

The Chilocco Indian School closed
in 1980 and was- declared surplus
property by the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, which turned control overto five
Indian tribes - Ponca, Kaw, Pawnee,
Otoe-Missouria and Tonkawa. :

Last year, Narconon invited repre-

. sentatives of tribes throughout the

country to a meeting in Clearwater,

Fla. Narconon touted its program and
said it was looking for a site for a
treatment - center. Currently,
Narconon's only U.S. inpatient centec
is a Los Angeles clinic with 12 beds.
. A'Ponca representative told Nar-
cononaboutthe Chilocco site. The 25-
year lease eventually drawn up offers
the tribes a percentage of gross eam-

ings, up to-$16 million. The tribal
leadership remains enthusiastic about
the Narconon project.

In January, the Oklahoma Health
Planning Commission gave Narconon
approval for an initial 75 beds. The
group secks -150 beds wxlh growth
projected to0 400,

. Robert Lobsinger, publisher of the
weckly Herald Joumnal, was by then
beconung curious about Narconon. In
Ncwerk S uny lxbmry he found ar-
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ticles about ties to Scientology and
past run-ins with officials. His first
story, pubhshed April 27 under the
headline “Chilocco Drug Treatment
Center May Be Part Of Notorious
Religious Cult,” set the town abuzz.

Townspeople said they havesepeat
edly asked Narconon what medical
credentials they have, and so far, have
received no answer.

“My first question is, do they think
that everyone down here is stupid?
said Jones. “People around here are
not world travelers, but they've got a
lotof common sense and theyaskalot
of quesuons

“We'veencountered deceit from the
beginning,” he said. “There have been
smoke screens ¢ whcm. and there
have been flat-out lies.”

In May, state officials told residents
they believed Narconon was a legiti-
mateenterpriseand would be inspected
by the state once operating.  ~

“A lot of people want to get their
church (Scientology)involved and the
way state law is written... church af-
filiation has nothing to do with it. The
state of Oklahoma shouldn’t get in-
volved in discussions of church affili-

"ations,” said Leroy Bridges, Depart-

ment of Mental Health spokesman.

Sheriff Glenn Guinn says he and
others are not reassured by the state, or
by the Narconon officials with whom
he has met. He said he was originally
told the alcoholism and drug abuse
center would be for local Indians but
now has leamned only 25 percent of the
beds have been promxscd to indigent
Indians.

Narconon, like Scientology, has had
asometimes turbulenthistory. In Spain
lastyear, authorities charged Narconon
with swindling clients and luring them
into Scientology. Seveaty-one people
were arrested, mcludmg Scientology
president Heber Jentzsch. Hundreds
of document were seized, and a Span-
ish judge froze bank accounts holding

- 'They Totally Mlsrepresented What Was Gomg on’

39(1) 000 while an investigation con-

Sc:emology. founded by Hubbard
in 1954, has grown into an intema-
tional religion that at its mid-1970s

claimed 6 million members and

100 million in annual earings. The
faith is based on Hubbard's concepts
of mental health through whnch mem-
bers can achieve a “clear state.”

Critics have labeled Scientology a

cult. Scientologists have battled the -

IRS and fought lawsuits filed by for-
mer members. In June, the Supreme
Court ruled that “fixed donations”
made by Scientology members are not
tax-exempt oonmbuuons

Nan:onon is supported financially

Scientology, l°flpokesman Simon

ganh acknowledged, but the group

maintains it has no “direct ties” to
Scientology.

Narconon says its rehabilitation
program is based on Hubbard’s meth-
ods, using withdrawal, diet supple-
ments, exercise and sauna sessions to
treat addicts.

William Mehojah, chairman of the
Kaws, said the tribes would not allow
Sc:emolog activities at Chiloccoand
would ho! X Narconon to its contract.

“Weare attempting to prov ide serv-
xwto g_o}‘ople who need it,” Mehojah

is is our way of combating
(socxety s) drug problem. This is our
stand.”

Hogarth said Narconon has “had a

very good response” from Newkirk,
which he said had eagerly embraced
the ideaofadrug and alcoholism treat-
ment center.

But Bilger said he did not think
Hogarth changed any minds. “I am
stiliconcerned and I think most people
intown feelumv;v&y. the mayor said.

“Nobody wanted that thing to be a

successmorethanme. Now I'mdisap- -

pointed. Istill hope there'sa way itcan
work for everyone. Butrightnow,I'm
disappointed.”




