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Members praise
church ‘technology’

Alan Kellman and Curt Lar-
son share a long and unabashed
commitment to the Church of
Scientology — a loyalty that is
rare in the peripatetic “network
of seekers,” according to one
scholar.

Gary Shepherd, an Oakland
University sociology professor,
says membership is often tran-
sient in groups like the Church
of Scientology “because people
become disillusioned with the
unreality, the commitment be-
comes too great or their thera-
peutic needs have been met and
they no longer require the help
of Scientology or Dianetics.”

Even more unusual about
Kellman and Larson — one a
lawyer, the other an engineer
— is that they defy popular as-
sumptions about the nature of
people who belong to non-
mainstream groups like the
Church of Scientology.

Kellman is a 44-year-old at-
torney who leads a simple life in
the country with his Scientolog-
ist wife, Ursula. His faith in the
chureh is unshakable.

“As far as I'm concerned,
what I have done is the way to
go. This is based on personal
experience and observations.”

When he joined the church in
the mid-'70s when its offices
were located in Detroit, Kel-
Iman says he felt “as if there
was something to learn about
why people are the way they
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are. | wanted to understand the
spiritual end of things ... I
meditated a while, but it didn’t
get me anywhere.”

His marriage to a Scientolog-
ist at the time, he says, “ex-
posed him to the teachings of L.
Ron Hubbard.”

Kellman, who was.raised in a
Jewish home but rarely prac-
ticed Judaism, later married an-
other  Scientologist in a
ceremony’ performed by an or-
dained minister of the church.

“My family has been mostly
supportive of my affiliation with
the church. They feel that if this

is something that's beneficial,

that’s fine.”

Kellman's participation in the
church consists of taking “life
improvement” classes, reading
books, auditing — he “gives
and receives spiritual guidance”
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benefits of the Church of Scientology are undeniable.
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— and training to become an audi-
tor.
He doesn’t regularly attend Sun-
day services because “I need at

least one day out of the week to -

enjoy the country.” .

For Kellman, the principles of
Scientology are more intuitive now.
He says he applies them in his ev-
eryday life, both professional and
private.

“There was a particular course I
took that had to do with examining
social and anti-social characteris-
tics in people. By observing people
you can know who and what you're
dealing with,” he explains.

Kellman cites people “who
change or alter news” and those
who “go out of their way to pass
along bad news” as exhibiting the
characteristics “set forth” by L.
Ron Hubbard.

While he hasn’t taken a course
in marriage — one of the most
popular in the church —Kellman
says when he and Ursula disagree
about something, they sit down
and talk, using some of the ideas
they’ve learned at the church.

“If you have a lot of ARC (:t{in-
ity, Reality, Communicatio:; with
somebody and share the sa'ne kind
of views of the world, you're going
to feel a lot closer to them.”

A basic and important concept to
Scientologists, ARC is defined in
the 1978 book What is Scientology?
as “good feeling, love or friendli-
ness.”

Curt Larson, a 33-year-old auto-
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motive engineer who works in
Warren, says he too uses the “tech-
nology” he has learned in the
church in both his job and his pri-
vate life.

Since taking an administrative
class at the church, Larson says he
accomplishes more during the
workday and generally has “better
results in business, not just making
more money.”

He says he is better organized,
and finds that additional work is
not burdensome.

“] used to work as hard as I
could. 1 learned how to work
smarter and not just harder. I take
a task through completion instead
of starting one thing and dropping
it ... Based on the responsibilities
I've been given, my bosses have

noticed it.”

When he joined the church 12
years ago, Larson was collecting
unemployment and “looking for an-
swers to the problems of life.”

He picked up a copy of L. Ron
Hubbard’s seminal 1950 text, Di-
anetics: The Modern Science of
Mental Health, and it led him to
the church.

Church teachings also helped
him take control of his personal
life, Larson says.

“I'm more careful and honest
when 1 enter into a relationship. 1
ask myself, am 1 really willing to
make a commitment to this person
from the start and not just have a
little fling or something? Is it work-
able from both sides?

“I try to find out the reason be-
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hind the upset. If there’s an upset,
there’s a misunderstanding some-
where. I try to calmly work out the
situation through discussion,” Lar-
son says.

Larson has completed the New
Era Dianetics Course, a profession-
al auditor training course which
enables him to “audit a person and
handle their Reactive Mind direct-
ly.”

The Reactive Mind, a central Di-
anetics concept, is defined by Hub-
bard as the “vicious” part of the
mind that works on a stimulus-re-
sponse basis, exerting control over
a person’s “awareness, purposes,
thoughts, body and actions.”

Neither Larson nor Kellman
seem fazed by attacks on the
chureh, especially those that focus
on Hubbard, the spiritual founder
of the church whase writings form
the basis of all church teaching.

“] don't consider him to be a
god, but I don’t know of anybody
better,” Kellman asserts. “1 don’t.
make much of negative accounts of
Hubbard . . . Some of the stuff I've
read is so much-in contradietion to
what he believes and teaches that
it’s absurd.”

Larson calls Hubbard “one hell
of a guy.”

“1 don’t pay much attention to
attacks on the church,” he says. "1
kind of wish people —not just the
media — would get their facts
straight . . . If somebody told me
that Michigan is a terrible place to
live, I wouldn't listen to them be-
cause ] like Michigan.”



