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State Board Blocked in Narconon Case

By Michael McNutt

+ Enid Bureau

FORT SUPPLY — Efforts
to license a Kay County
substance abuse center op-
erating without state ap-
proval were brought to a
halt Thursday.

The State Mental Health
Board, scheduled to act
Thursday on certifying the
Narconon Chilocco New
Life Center, found itself
crippled by a court ruling.
The ruling blocked the
board from using material
prepared by Department of
Mental Health and Sub-
stance Abuse Services staff
on the 75-bed facility.

-Mental health depart-
ment officials said it was
the first time a court tossed
out a staff recommenda-
tion.

A ruling Wednesday by
Oklahoma County District
Judge Leamon Freeman, in
response to a suit filed by
Narconon against the men-
tal health department and

Ruling Throws Out Licensing Recommendation

board, also left board mem-
bers without legal counsel
for the meeting.

The state attorney
general’s office, which
normally serves as legal
representative for state
agencies, is representing
departmental staff in the
Narconon suit and could
not represent the board
Thursday. Board members
legally were outgunned, as
Narconon officials showed
up with six lawyers, includ-
ing Boston attorney Earle
C. Cooley, the Church of
Scientology’s national trial
counsel,

The rehabilitation center,
located at the old Chilocco
Indian school north of
Newkirk, has drawn crit-
icism for its ties with the
Church of Scientology and
for using a treatment meth-
od developed by church
founder L. Ron Hubbard.

Board members floun-

dered for three hours and
drew jeers from Narconon
supporters before deciding
to appoint a committee and
hire a lawyer. »

“You need counsel,” Neal
Leader, an assistant state
attorney general told the
board. “It's a sad mistake
for you to proceed or do
anything without counsel.”

Harry Woods, an Oklaho-
ma City lawyer represent-
ing Narconon, told board
members that Narconon of-
ficials demanded a full
hearing Thursday so that
the center could be certi-
fied. At the same time,
Narconon has mounted a
federal court challenge of
the state’s authority to li-
cense the Chilocco facility.
Narconon attorneys argue
that the state has no regu-
latory authority since the
center is on Indian land.

Woods said part of the

state recommendation
could be submitted as evi-
dence the center meets
state regulations. Narconon
also was prepared to pro-
vide several experts to tes-
tify to the program’s ef-
fectiveness, he said.

But board member Mur-
ray E. Abowitz of Oklaho-
ma City said it was impos-
sible to get a full hearing
without getting expert com-
ments from people other
than those connected with
Narconon.

Woods conceded one rea-
son Narconon officials
want certification is to ap-
pease a Kay County district
judge who ordered that
Narconon accept no new
patients until it is certified.

Narconon Chilocco at the
time of that ruling had 35
patients, but is down to
about 24, Woods said.

“We're losing $90,000 a
week,” Woods said.

None of the staff mem-
bers who worked on the
initial Narconon recom-
mendation will be used in
the upcoming evaluation of
the program.

“I want to get a clean, un-
tainted report on this eval-
uation,” board member
Stewart Beasley of Edmond
said.

Meanwhile, Narconon,
along with the Tonkawa
tribe, challenged the state’s
authority to license the fa-
cility because it is on Indi-
an land.

Narconon is leasing 167
acres from the Chilocco De-
velopment Authority.

Maynard Hinman, a

member of the Ponca tribe,
one of the five tribes in-
volved in the authority,
said his tribe is against
Narconon hiding behind
the mask of Indian sover-
eignty.
“It’s in the lease for Narco-
non to obey all federal, In-
dian and state laws,” Hin-
man said.



