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Silicon Valley firm sued
over Scientology issue

Associated Press

SANTA CLARA - Former em-
ployees of Applied Materials
have filed suit alleging that the
Silicon Valley manufacturing
firm forced them to undergo
Church of Scientology seminars.

Trial proceedings began Tues-
day as lawyers for both sides ar-
- gued motions before Santa Clara
* County Superior Court Judge
- Frank CIiff,

In their suit, former employees
Steven Hunziker, Virginia Sand-
ers and Kate Schuchmann allege
that Applied Materials hired an
outside firm to teach workers
communication and time-man-
agement skills, - .

But the seminar firm, Applied
Scholastics of Fremont, was real-
ly a recruitment arm of the
Church of Scientology, a reli-
gious group that has been ac-

cused of financially exploiting
followers and ruthlessly attack-
ing critics, the lawsuit says. .

When they refused to take the
courses, the former employees
claim, they were driven out of
the company. They also allege
that the seminars violated their
religious freedom. The central is-
sue in the case is whether the
firm retaliated against the em-
ployees after they refused to
take part.

Applied Materials has denied
the charges, saying it was not
aware that the seminars had any
link to Scientology. The classes
were dropped in October 1988 af-
ter workers complained.

Lawyers for Applied Materials
have asked that any reference to
Scientology be excluded from the
trial. But lawyers for the former
employees said Scientology is at
the heart of the lawsuit.

1]

Lawyers for Applied Materials
acknowledge that materials
clearly stated that the seminars
were based on the writings of the
late Scientology founder, L. Ron
Hubbard, but they say the man-
agement didn’t know the semi-
nar was Scientology related.

Applied Scholastics maintains
that it uses Hubbard’s educa-
tional teachings, not his reli-
gious philosophy.
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Narconon Gets State’

By Michael McNutt N

" Enid Bureau
A controversial drug and alcohol abusé
center in north-central Oklahoma
achieved a big victory Friday in its two*
year battle for state approval. .
Less than a year after calling Narconon
Chilocco New Life Center’s treatment
program unsafe and experimental, the
Oklahoma Board of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Services voted unani-
mously Friday to exempt the facility

The decision came after Narconon

showed it had gained approval from a’

private organization, the Commission for
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities,
" That allows for an exemption under state

~.¢ law, Patrick Ryan, an attorney represent-

 ing the board, said.-
Ryan said the board’s decision was
based entirely on the statutory exemp-
_tion.
“That’s different from certifying
them,” he said. “The board has not ever,

from a state requirement to be certified. and did not by today's action, give a

M

Mental Health _mxm._s.

stamp of approval of Narconon. It simply

says because of the statute, we're going
to recognize it (the exemption).”

Narconon Chilocco still must be 1i-
censed by the state Health Department,
The state licensing would be based pri-
marily on whether a facility’s buildings,
which were the old Chilocco Indian
School north of Newkirk, meet fire and
safety codes.

The health department could rule the
center does not need a state license, Har-
ry Woods, a lawyer for Narconon Chiloc-

ption
_ . i
co, said. :

“I expect that the department of health
will recognize that with this exemption
from certification, Narconon can lawful-
ly operate in Oklahoma,” Woods said.
“The form of the action would either be
a license, or a decision by them that we
don’t need a license.” '
Narconon Chilocco officials said Friday
they were confident the center would be
licensed, possibly by the end of the

month,
See NARCONON, Page 15
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Narconon —

From Page 1

Gary Smith, Narcon-
on Chilocco president,
said he was pleased
the center is the clos-
est yet to being al-
lowed to operate at full
capacity.

Smith said Narconon
Chilocco will go ahead
with plans to operate a
75-bed facility but will
wait until the state

Health Department -

rules before accepting
new patients.

Those patients would
pay more than $20,000
for a three-month pro-
gram that is based on
saunas and vitamins,

Long-range plans call
for doubling the cen-
ter’s capacity within
the next five years.

“We're going to
make sure that we're
doing this the way
we're supposed to,”
Smith said.

After being denied
certification last year,
Narconon Chilocco
limited its operation to
accepting Indian pa-
tients whose bills were
paid by contributors.
Smith said Friday
there were seven pa-
tients and 24 employ-
ees. A
State mental health
board members, who
voted in December
against Narconon Chil-
occo,- agreed Friday
with the center’s con-
tention that it was eli-
gible for the exemption
because it was accred-
ited in June by the pri-
vate Commission for
Accreditation of Reha-
bilitation Facilities.

The state attorney
general’s office, how-
ever, argued against
the exemption, saying
tha‘t the board did not,',

have the authority to
exempt a drug and al-
cohol abuse center
based solely on the
commission’s accredi-
tation.

“The statute says -

that only a list of cer-

tain people can be ex-
empted,” assistant at-
torney general Guy
Hurst said. “All others
need to be certified.”

said they were- op-
posed to Narconon
Chilocco because of its
ties with the Church of
Scientology. Some said
they were threatened
after - they spoke
against it in 1990. ]

The Associsted Press contribut-
od 0 this report,

- —
I

Hurst said he also .
does not believe Nar- .

conon Chilocco is eligi-
ble for licensing by the
state Health Depart-
ment because the cen-
ter was not certified
by the mental health
board

“The way I read the
statute is the only way
you can get licensed
from the health de-
partment is to be certi-
fied — if youre ex-
empted from
certification you can't
get licensed,” he said.

Lawyers for the state
health department
were unavailable for
comment.

Narconon Chilocco's

accreditation expires

in June 1993. If it fails
to get accredited next
year, it likely will
have to return to the
state mental health

board to ask for certifi-

cation, officials said.
oods, who guided
Narconon Chilocco
through several state
hearings and lawsuits,
said the center plans
to drop two lawsuits it
filed against the state
mental health board.
Meanwhile, the may-
or of Newkirk said
many residents were
disappointed by the
state mental health
board’s action.
“Many in thevtown ,
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IRS Must Pay Scientologists $16,881

A federal judge in Los Angeles
has ordered the Internal Revenue
Service to pay the Church of
Scientology $16,881 for legal fees it
incurred during a two-year battle
over records requested under the
Freedom of Information Act.

In 1989, the Scientologists filed a
request for any government files
indicating that the church had
been designated a “tax protester.”
The IRS refused to turn over that
information, and the Scientologists
filed suit to force its release. Even-
tually, the IRS turned over a
number of documents, and the

Scientologists then demanded
compensation for what they said
was more than $25,000 in legal fees
rung up during the lawsuit. The
Scientologists requested reim-
bursement for $20,000, and U.S.
District Judge Ronald S.'W. Lew.
awarded $16,881. -

“This is a terrific win for the
church,” said spokeswoman Beth
Hraba. “The IRS shouid be releas-
ing this type of information with-
out anyone having to file suit.” A.
spokesman for the IRS in Los
Angeles said he did not know
whether the service would appeal.
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**kThe tale of Jon and Stacy Roberts and the Church of Zci=ntologqy is
the story of & twinles] couple, in many e looking for
TN ECTar

When the Fimsgeial
guidaros, the O g
takean.,

Im the process, they gave more than $100,000 to the Church of
**Scientology and am organization connected with it. Now they want to
warn others not to do the same., :

Jon Roberts filed suit in June against the Church of

*#*Sciemtology and Sterling Management Corp., a company he 38YSs
pressured him into joining the church. The lawsuit charged that
"the defendarts acted with high pressure sales technicques,
psychological pressure and other tactics" +to acguirs from Roberts
"a significant portion of his net worth. "

Im July, the suit was settled for an undisclosed sum, but
attornavs for the Roberts say the case isn’t over yet. They say
they plan to file g Naw sult against the churah, this time in Stacy
Roberts’® name. “

Jon Roberts says hils feelings about the church have not changed.

"1 nonestly want rople o krow it’s vErY 2asy to gt dnvolved
in something like this,” he said. "They play on your emotions, and |
we dorn’t wanmt that to Mappsn to other people, |

Wk The presicent of Scientology International . Heper Jerntzsch,
sald the church did nothing wrong.

"He went to a business seminar. He was introduced to religion,
and now he warts to sue, " JTentzsch said. "That has rever beer
Illegal in In I
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) ¥ohad atlendscd o seninars, the first costing $5.000
and ‘the second sbout $12,000, wher hae began receiving letters from
patients recommending one sponsoread by Sterling Management Corp.

"The other ones had helpad show me how to be more aefficient,
and T thought the more the better,' Roberts said.

"I thought, "By ¢golly, this will be my last one. I’1l increass
my Krnowledge that much more, and $13,500 isn’t going to kill me.’

He and his wife made arrangements to attend a Sterling Mansgement
seminar in Pasadena, Calif., in Qctober 1990.

Bafore leaving home, the Robertses received paersonality
questionnaires to fill out along with other forms secsking
information about their business.

"They asked about the office’s production and collection and my
personal financial situation, so I could set goals for the future,”
Jon Roberts said. "I didn’t think anvthing of it."

The Robertses say Sterling Management used the information
from thedr cuestiornnalres to take advantage of their personal
prroilems and insecurities and gt them involved in the CHurch of

A

Her alr

ped

LA TN N e T M 5
ort thes Tmanacement, L of L. Rom e Founcks-
A Lol o Mkl Lisvesct i had oured bis own mental

mrrotalamns ., and e went or Lo et
about hunan mental processes.

The Robertses say that just three days into the seminar,
Sterling officials were pressuring participants to learn more about

*rthe Church of Scientology.

"They set a time for you to meet with a representative of the
church. I7m not sure if they said he was from the church,” Roberts
said.

"They said they would be going over your personality
questionnai rs, " :

It was during this discussion about their personality
ausstionnmaires that the Robertsas First became interssted im

*Eksigning up for marriage counseling with the Church of Scientology.

"Thay would say, “Look at all these highs and lows,’ and they
start to play one spouse against the other,” Roberts said. "'They
play Feavily on vour emotions. They say vour Kids wor’t turn out
well & o L s0 by the time that they’re done, you’re saying, ‘Where
do I sign?® ¢

|
Disnetics, a best-selling boak

Pressure to give money ‘
R After their initial introduction to the Church of Scientology
at ths Sterling seminar, the Robertses each made fFive trips back to
separately, for trailming. . .
Duriimg « trip, they saild, they wers pressured o give larger
et Ay sms O F  inoresy lerntology. Tnitially, they wers
th donstion’ for marrisag :
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Lo Gordon MILlor, director of the Institute of b Ftudy of
American Religions at the University of Califorria at Santa Barbara.

YA parson can only go so far without the consent of his
spouse,” he sald. "They believe it blocks progress.’

Atter just 2ight morths in the churah, the Robartses werse both
"cleared.” This means they had been certifisd to be clear from
damaging engrams., or 23rly mental traumas. Scisntologists go
through rigorous study and training to reach this phase.

Normally, people spend four or five vears studying before they
are clearad,  Milton =aid.

"Me must have been heavy into it,” he said of Jon Roberts. "He
must have been spending all of his leisure time studying when he
wasn’t drilling teeth."

Thought life would change

The Robertses did spend & lot of time studying church teaching
becauss they wers told it would changs: their lives. They said thay
were told that once thev were cleared. =1l their naersonal problens

ceottrct Y itoar wihe art e T
yourselfF, all Maves wor 1
wol T Ll go on like 117s mdicvans or sometiting,” Jon

M

nothie
Fober s said.

ek The couple sayv they were told Scientology would Fix problems
like a lack of confidence, feelings of low sal f-esteen and
depression, and cure an unsatisfying marriage.

This is not unusual, Milton said. Scientology typically makes
lofty promises about what it can do to change people’s lives, he
sald.

"Scientologists can certainly be overly enthusiastic in

*¥charging that Scientology teachings cam make a difference in a
persoit’s life,” Milton said. "OF late, they are not making those
Kinds of claims. "

Scientologists ars row sticking to more gerneral claims, he
said, rather than promising benefits that seem almost too good to
e trige,

It was those promises that Kept ths Robertses coming back for

*rmore Sciemtology training in pursuit of bacoming cleared.
Although they say they didn’t feel they were getting much out
¥*of Scientology at the time, during each trip back to California
they were convirncsad they soon would feel different.

"Youre out there in a hotel, away from vour friends and
fanily,” Roberts said. "all day long you’re around people who are
up and hampoy and vou Fael good, too. You're away from yvour
Dronlamns, '

Wier ey ratiunrmee homs,  they

thelr piroblems returned.
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to him when he was clearaed,

"1 became much clearer in my thinking. My 1Q changed,” he said.
"My college professor alwavs said vour I1Q was fixed, that vou
couldr’™t change it, but mine went upo .t )

Jentzsch also said becoming clear changed his view of mankirc
and gave him a greater respect for others.

"These are spiritual qualiti=s that must be axmeriencec). :
Obwviously, it’s up to each individual and his dedication. You can’t
make anvbody be better. "

Larry Jerrim, an anderson Scientologist, counsels people using
church doctrine. He says that it has been his experience that wher
people are not successful with counseling, it is usually because
they began the program "under false pretenses.'

Wnile he says that may not e the case with the Robertses,
applying the technology

vy Iimtedrrmati

Lot -
%)

L&, mavios 20 peonle ©ocomplained about it. Tts Just
onality test. It tells YO your ar=as of interest and the RrmAS
wWhbzre vou might want to make changes in your life."

Jerrim said the questionnaire sometimes indicates that people
procrastinate and therefore may need extra pressure to attend to
some of thelr more serious Paersonal problems.

He sald he never has heard of church officials sitting in on
the phone calls of its members and offared a different version of
the scanario Stacy Roberts described.

IF one persorm in a relationship wants counseling and the other
dogsn’ ., for example, he said the church might ask the first person
oo ribe the other’s olxections.

TWe "1l tell then to call the erson ano ther let us krow what
their resporses are so we can better answer their Auestions,’” he
sadct,

Jerrtzsch said he thought the lawsuit was part of an effort by
tha Cult Awararcss Network, an orgamization that has been Righly
*koritical of Scientology in the past.,
"It’s just & little hate groun that has got this fellow
excited,” Jentzsch said. "They’ve told him to g0 attack the Church
FROT Scientology. It’s obviously related to that. "
Jor Roberts said he has nesvar ard of the Cult AWARrenass
Matworb . His attorney said there was ”&bamlut@ly Mo Link  hetweer
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"We spent s lat of morey, and 1t caused us lot of heartache. "
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