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Editor: Apropos of the baseball season I am
reminded of the poem about Casey at the bat. It can
be paraphrased, ‘“There was no joy in Clearwater”
after seeing the headlines in the Oct. 13 Times. Iam
sure that I am not alone in a state of shock. -

Certainly the powers-that-be in Clearwater did
little to stop the takeover by the Scientologists, but I
had expected more from our government, though
many times their judgment isfaulty.

The Scientologists’ claim -of bringing so much
money into Clearwater has always baffled me,
(when) there was very little evidence of its use. I
was interested to read Scientology spokesman Rich-

ard Haworth’s statement that about $113-million -

was brought in' by 12,000 visitors per year. Add to
this the 750 staffers who are paid $50 to $100 (way
below the minimum wage). Roughly and in rounded
figures that means the 20,000 people are contribut-
ing $113-million. Wish I could juggle my household
. monies to paint such a rosy picture! Wonder if that
includes the $24.3-million transferred to Los An-
geles? .

Downtown looks like a disaster area and I, for
one, am violently opposed to spending any more
money for ortside planners to come in and tell us
what to do. Let the 12,000 visitors come here, see
our ghost town and ask what happened. The answer
is obvious: Scientologists.

Having lost the one hope that the government
might help us, we should be realistic and admit that a
smart, money-making cult has taken over and will
expand so widely that eventually the name Clearwa-
ter will be lost for another — Hubbardsville.

A gracious gesture on the part of this group
would be that they forgo the expenses for this long
struggle and not insist on payment from Clearwater.
Haven't they ground us deep enough?

. Mrs. Donald S. Abelio
: Clearwater

Don't let IRS ruling end

Scientology hurts n_nugmﬁmqa. E«:n._. ..mm<w -

.
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S e

sued into submission, has given up ‘.

* its battle with Scientology. That "

may be an example of our federal -
government in the '90s, but I hope .~
that Pinellas County and the city of -

Clearwater hav

’
en't

iven up.

What 1 want to know is, what:’ -
responsibility is the city of Clearwa-
ter going to take to ensure its citi-*
zens and visitors are not being taken

. by the Scientologists?

Does Clearwater want to be -
known as a city that allows a cult to '
dupe hundreds of victims of their
money in the name of religion? K

According to Scientology, the~
only unforgivable sin is running out "
of money. I just hope it’s not at the -
expense of innocent people. '

David Rodman -
Dunedin "
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LA REPUBBLICA 10 NOVEMBER 1993

ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE ITALIAN ARTITLE

Milan, after two years the court of appeal overturns the verdict of the lower court.
...‘& - '
. Judgment made against the "church" of Scientology

MILAN - Two years later: drama - the magistrate at the Court of Appeal in Milan has
completely overturned the verdict which had acquitted the 73 members of the Church
of Scientology "{invented" by the American L. Ron Hubbard, former science-fiction
author who died in 1985. Having listened to the deputy attorney general Annamaria
Caruso for over eleven hours, the magistrates acceded to her request and made a
Judgment -against the members who were charged with conspiracy, extortion, criminal
action against minors and the infirm, and given various sentences ranging from three
months to four and a half years. The Court of Appeal also sentenced various
officials of a number of regional centres for tax evasion and who had originally
been acquitted in the lower court. ‘

In his 300 page speech the Deputy attorney general Caruso emphasized the fact that
it was not religion that was on trial. "This is no crusade" - said the attorney
general, "we are not h%re to put the religious faith of the church of Scientoloyy

on tria]J but a group of people who were certainly members of that Church and in
whose name crimes were committed. |

"Their religious beliefs", insisted Caruso, "are of no concern to us here. But those
who hold those beliefs are in the dock today because they violated the Criminal

Code. What we are concerned with is the conduct and methods used to persuade others
to use the very same methods".

On 2nd July 1991, after a 2-year trial at the lower court, the charges against the
accused had been virtually dropped, to the great joy of the practitioners of
Dianetics whose greeted the verdict with hooligan like singing and shouting. The
grounds for a judgment, running to just 100 pages, compared with the 2 volumes
needed to summarise the 45 charges brought against the 73 accused, did not stand up
to the scrutiny of the evidence presented at the appeal court. Yesterday the

magistrates overturned the acquittal having listened to the evidence presented by

the Public Prosecutor Pietro~forno and his colleague Caruso.

The church of Scientology is a kind of religious multinational with about seventy
centres in sixty countries and 8 million members overall. Its activities have often

brought it‘to the attention of the courts, especially following reports from former
members.
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