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YSTERY still surrounds the death of a

father of three who feared he might be
attacked because of his fierce criticism of the
“church” of Scientology.

The body of 38-year-old Khushroo “Chris™
Muotivala was fousnd fanging from the toft of his
Gireenford home st September, An inguest last week
head that, despite allegations he had been murdered
and that his death was out of character, there wits no
evidence anybedy else was invalved, Hammersmith
coroner Mr Paut Binton recorded an open verdiet,

My Motivata's fighit against the cult began after
his tive in gicricod Roth Furk Joined the church, He
too dabbled briefly, and wgether they went on the
Scientology cruise ship Freewinds, where he took the
cult’s “communication course™ and “purification
rundown”,

But Mr Mativala found the courses uscless and
objected o his girllriend's deeper involvement,
Eventually they split up, He suspected she had spent
more than £16,000 on Scientology courses, some of
which he thought had come from their courier
business which subsequently ran into difficultics and
was sold. 1t was a cluim Miss Turk denied.

Mr Motivala began a battle for custody of their
three children fearing they 100 would become
members of the cult, He embarked on g campaign to
expose the church but heemne increasingly wuorried
about his own satety, e had many wguments with
the cult’s stdt at its London “Celebrity Centre” in
“Totienham Court Road where Ruth Tark had atiended
courses, and with senior stall at its East Grinstead
headyuarters,

He began building up information on the cult to
use in his fight to retain custody of his daughters, and -
in the months before his death threatened to sue the
movement for the retum of money which he and Ruth
Turk had spent on waorthless courses.

Shortly before his death he mel Joumalists in an
elfort to expose what he suw as the cult’s cvils, At the
meeting, at which joumalists thought he had a
bodyguard, he said he feared hie might be attacked. He
claimed the cult had told him that if he continued to
campaign against them they would make sure he
would never see his children again,

During his brief involvement with the cult he had
undergone some auditing sessions at which new
recruits are encouraged (o reveal all their past
misdemeanours. He was also afrmid the cult might use
the information in his files against him during the
forthcoming custody battle,

His campaigning became so intensive the cult
issued him with s “non enturbulation order” waming
him to stop his anti-Scientology behaviour and his
negattive altitude towards thent, Faiture to comply
waould lead o him being declared a “suppressive
person” and an enemy of the church and someone
who, according 0 its Tounder L. Ron Hubbard’s own
edicts, could be “tricked, lied to or utierly destroyed”,

The court heard that he never met representatives
of the cult adone and on one oceasion he took o friend
along 1o act as “minder™, It was also told he kepta
large knife by the front door in case of attack by
members of the cult. His girlfriend said: “He made a
point of harassing the Scientologists. He was always
alraid there would be an attack on him,"

Friends were astounded by his death and none
tould understand it. His employer said he was in good
spirits at the time he died beeause his lawyers had told
him he stood a good chance of gelting custody of the
children, He would, he said, be astounded if Mr
Motivala had taken his own life as he would,
effectively, have been conceding everything that he
had fought for,

After hearing ol his feans for his safety, police
initiadly treated the case as suspicious. They carried
OuLIests {0 sec if he had been poisoned or drugged
befare being hanged but were unable to find anything
{o suggest anyone else was involved in his death,
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Cult’s Believers
Waiting for
Judgment Day

By LARRY B. STAMMER
TIMES RELIGION WRITER

For 50 years, the cult involved in
a violent and bloody shootout Sun-
day with federal agents near Waco,
Tex., has been preoccupied with
the long-foretold catastrophic end
of time—an awful day of reckoning
when the wicked would be brought
to judgment.

But as federal agents stormed
the cult’s armed fortress on Sun-
day, it was the group’s leader,
David Koresh—a man who claims
to be Jesus Christ—that agents of
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms were attempting to
bring to justice.-The agents hoped
to arrest him as they executed
search warrants for guns and ex-
plosives.

When the smoke cleared Sun-
day, at least four ATF agents were
dead and another 15 agents had
been wounded. At least one cult
omember was killed and several
more were injured. At nightfall, the
standoff continued, with up to 100
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people, about a third of them
children—holed up in the com-
pound.

Koresh, 33, reportedly is be-
lieved by his followers to be the
“lamb” referred to in the New
Testament’s Book of Revelation
(Chapter 5) and is the only one
who can open the seven seals that
unloose the judgment of God—
wars, pestilence and other catas-
trophes—upon the Earth.

From its beginnings, the Branch
Davidians, an offshoot of the
Seventh-day Adventists, have
been concerned—some would say
obsessed—by the final days.

That concern had its roots in the
Seventh-day Adventists, who
originally expected the Second
Coming of Christ to occur in 1844,
Today, Seventh-day Adventists
say the return of Christ is immi-
nent, but they give no date.

The breakaway Branch Davidian
group involved in Sunday’s shoot-
out had its beginnings in 1929
when Victor Houteff, a prominent
member of the church in Los
Angeles, developed a following of

his own and moved to Texas, and
called the group the Shepherd's
Rod.

ther Seventh-day Adventists
viewed Houteff’s group as ec-
centric, according to James R.
Lewis of Goleta, who for the past
10 years has studied cults in the
United States. He is affiliated with
the nonprofit Assn. of World Aca-
demics for Religious Education,
organized last year.
Lewis said that although' Hou-
teff’'s group was not totally com-
munal, they shared in a farm and

had their own school and printing
press.

At the beginning of World War
I, Houteff changed the group’s
name to Davidic Seventh-day Ad-
ventists. Ironically, Lewis said,
Houteff believed that the Seventh-
day Adventists were not passive
enough because they allowed their
members to serve in non-combat-
ive roles in the armed services.

When Houteff died in 1955 he
was succeeded by his wife, Flor-
ence. Florence Houteff predicted
that Christ would return on April
22, 1959, prompting hundreds of
new followers to join the group
after selling their property and
businesses. Membership swelled to
about 1,400.

When the hoped-for Second
Coming failed to materialize, Flor-
ence Houteff stepped down and a
new group emerged. Like cells
dividing, the cult split again in 1959
and then again in 1984, with Ko-
resh heading the Branch Davidians
involved in Sunday’s shootout.

t was not the first time that a
religious group obsessed by the

'CULT: Members Believe End of the World Is Imminent

end of the world had moved from a
kind of spiritual apocalypse to a
secular apocalypse. ]

Lewis said it is quite common to
have a religious group that claims
to have unique access to the truth.
Many such groups are milienarian;
they believe in the imminent end of
history.

The Seventh-day Adventists
come out of the tradition of expect-
ing the advent or second advent of
Christ. But there is no connection
today between the Seventh-day
Adventists and the group involved
in the gun battle Sunday.

“The difference here is when
you get into stockpiling arms,” said
Lewis. “You probably have some
kind of survivalist mentality in
which you are thinking more of a
secular collapse, a non-religious
end of time in which the economy
goes to pot and you're going to
have to defend yourself from non-
believers around you,” Lewis said
in an interview.

“It doesn’t happen a lot, but it’s
something that happens with dis-
turbing regularity,” Lewis said.




Cult awareness
and education
must be taught

By Cynthia Kisser

HE drama of David Koresh

that has been played on the

front pages of newspapers

and on the televisions in

living rooms across Ameri-
ca has stirred many troublesome ques-
tions about cults.

Groups such as Koresh’s Branch
Davidians are certainly not a new
phenomenon. And the real story is not
that this violence has occurred, but
that there are many other groups in
society that could turn to such danger-
ous behavior.

It is true, however, that there are
some groups that are on the surface
odd or different but are not really
abusive to its members. These groups
reflect the diversity of thought and re-
ligious freedoms that make America
great.

But the dangerous cults are the ones
that must be addressed. Despite its
continuing presence, the cult problem
is little understood, little studied and
troublesome to contemplate. For us to
acknowledge the problem, we must
acknowledge our vulnerabilities and
come to grips with constitutional and
human rights issues.

Many cults were formed by leaders
with a lust for power,.a willingness to
cross the bounds of ethical and moral
behavior to satisfy that lust, and a
knowledge of how to use influence
techniques (some call them mind-con-
trol techniques) to control others in a
bid to satisfy that lust.

Lacking an awareness of how mind-
control techniques work, millions of
Americans tragically are swept into
cults that these ruthless leaders build.
Some victims are financially exploit-
ed. Other times there is physical con-
trol that is the cornerstone around
which true destructive cults create
their deceptive paradise.

Many people may be unaware of
the impact these destructive cults
have on American society. The cost to
taxpayers of dealing with the problem
is high. The state of Oregon spent
close to a million dollars on medical
care, special education and counseling
for the 51 children removed from the
Ecclesia commune in 1988, which saw
the beating death of a 7-year-old child.
Taxpayer dollars underwrote the
criminal trial against the group’s lead-
ers — the largest mass slavery trial
ever brought in the history of the
United States.

Cults also hurt society when their
members undermine the democratic
process by voting in solid blocks or by
providing free volunteer labor 10 cam-
paigns in return for favors from candi-
dates. The larger, wealthier cults influ-
ence the media’s ability to provide
‘news and information to its audience,
sometimes even purchasing newspa-
pers, radio stations, magazines, and
cable networks themselves and subtly

injecting propaganda into their news

coverage and features.

Cults compete unfairly against legit-
imate businesses, having members
work long hours at low wages and
avoiding payment of their fair share
in Social Security and federal with-
holding taxes. In 1985, Tony Alamo
of the Alamo Christian Foundation
was assessed $7.9 million in taxes for
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operating businesses as religious en-
terprises where his followers worked
in sweatshop conditions for as little
as $20 a week.

Ultimately, though, the cost to
American society of refusing to
come to grips with the cult problem
is far greater than the millions in
dollars that can be calculated on
paper. For every child that suffered
and endured physical and emotion-
al in the Jonestown, Guyana, mas-
sacre in 1978 — where 913 people
died under the orders of cult leader
Jim Jones — dozens more have
suffered in other groups.

We owe it to these children to
start educating the public on what
the phenomenon is truly about. It
can be identified, and it can be ad-
dressed. If we can educate about
the dangers of drugs, AIDS and
gangs, we can provide important
information about cults.

We can teach individuals how to
think critically and how to ask the
right questions so that they know
what they’re truly joining.

We can teach our young people
not to let any organization gain
control of their time or convince

-

' Public needs to be educated
on the cult phenomenon

them to make any major changes in
life without first discussing their
decision with someone they trust
and respect.

We can encourage them to re-
search the background of the lead-
ership and the history of any group
that promises them attractive-
sounding opportunities.

Families that have a loved one
caught up in a destructive cult can
gain support and insight from
learning about the experiences of
other former cult members. These
families also can benefit from un-
derstanding the dynamics of mind
control so they can learn how to
maintain contact with and express '
their love for their relatives in ways
that may eventually convince these
cult members that there is a worth-
while life to be had outside of the
cult.

One can measure the cost of the
cult problem in America by the loss
of bright and curious minds of indi-
viduals who could benefit society.
For those caught up directly in de-
structive groups and for their rela-
tives, cults violate constitutional
rights, destroy the family and ex-
ploit the weak. Cults are, ultimate-
ly, a human rights problem.

4 o

Cynthia Kisser is executive dij
of the Cult Awareness Network,dlaregtoi{
cago-based nationgl nonprofit educq-
tional organization, which was incor-
Dorated after the Jonestown tragedy.
The group provides help to former cult
members and families victimized by

such groups.
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Historically, law enforcement
authorities seemed bent on
quick ends to siege situations,

But today, authorities

would rather wait them out,
San Francisco Examiner

When
Worlds |
Collide

For Some, Cults Hold All the Answers

shelter, ;
For Kriegel, who's still a member, the question of

Associated Press

Members of his cult lie dead in Guyana at the feet
of the throne used by leader Jim Jones, inset,

By ROY RIVENBURG
TIMES STAFF WRITER

isenchanted with college, unsure about
a career and turned off by his Orthodox
Jewish upbringing, Henry Kriegel hitch-
hiked around the country 16 years ago on
a personal and spiritual quest that ended at
a lecture sponsored by Elizabeth Clare -
Prophet’s Church Universal and Triumphant.

As he listened, something clicked that hadn’t
with the other philosophies he’d explored—and
after several months of study and reflection,
Kriegel joined the controversial sect, which came to
be widely known for its massive Montana bomb

why people join fringe sects is easily answered: It’s
a voluntary decision based on the group’s beliefs
and practices. . '

But experts say a host of other factors is at work:
age, emotional state, social unrest and—maybe—
deception and mind control.

“I keep getting asked, ‘Who are all these crazy
people who join these groups?’” says Rachel
Andres, director of the Commission on Cults and
Missionaries for the Jewish Federation Council.
“And my answer is, ‘I don’t think they’re crazy at
all. I think they’re all of us at one point or another in

Please see CULTS, E¢
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our lives.””

In general, that “one point or
another” occurs in the late teens or
early 20s, says Gordon Melton,
director of the Santa Barbara-
based Institute for the Study of
American Religion: “That’s the
time when people are [forming
their adult identities and are] most
open to changing their religious
outlook.”

Another expert notes, “You don’t
., 8ee too many elderly folks in
cults.” (The Branch Davidian sect
in Waco, Tex,, a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist splinter group, may be an
exception. Some news reports have
mentioned older members, but ex-
perts say they probably grew up in
the organization, which was only
recently taken over by David Ko-
resh.)

Andres believes the age issue is
part of a broader category of “tran-
sition times in life.” The breakup of
a relationship, the death of a loved
one and other major changes leave
some vulnerable to the lure of a
cult, she says.

Corey Slavin, for example, now
an associate of Andres, was drawn
toward the Church Universal and
Triumphant in 1988, when she had
just moved, started a new job and
was grieving over the death of her
grandmother. The emotional up-
heaval shook her faith and self-es-
teem, she says: “I was a lost soul.”

Others agree that the “lost soul”
syndrome plays a key role in
attracting people to fringe sects. In
an “anything-goes” society, some
people want the structure and
authority of a cult, says psychia-
trist Mark Goulston: “It’s a way to
simplify your life . . . a chance to
just give up all your worries and
frustrations. It's very seductive.”

And unlike most strict main-
stream and fundamentalist
churches, cults give members life
that “is structured 24 hours a day,”
says University of Nevada sociolo-
gist James T. Richardson.

Although some observers insist

that cults have always existed in
the United States, Richardson and
others say the phenomenon mush-
roomed amid the tumult of the
1960s and "70s. The assassinations,
anti-war demonstrations and chal-
lenges to traditional authority cre-
ated a moral vacuum that new
sects capitalized on, Richardson
says.

“The times were so confusing,”
says Steve Greeter, a 1970 recruit
to a sect called the Children of God.
“When I met [my groupl], I felt like
I'd tried everything—football,
drugs. I'd been in the 82nd Air-
borne in Vietnam; I’d been a hip-
pie.” Greeter still belongs to the
organization.

B

Melton estimates there are 600 to
700 “alternative” groups in the
United States, with “maybe 1 mil-
lion or 2 million followers on any
given day. The membership is very
unstable.”

The range of philosophies is
mind-boggling.

James R. Lewis, an expert in
new religions, recalls a new-age
conference at which a man claimed
to channel for dolphins. He wasn’t
saying stuff like, “Destroy all tuna
boats,” Lewis notes. He was just up
there making dolphin noises. And
hundreds of people were listening.

Melton says any belief system
seems unusual to the uninitiated.
Just try explaining Christianity to
an outsider, he says: “An ex-car-
penter who was executed 1,900
years ago holds the key to the
universe. . . .”

But many observers contend
that a sect’s philosophies have

; little or nothing to do with why
- people join. Some are attracted by

§
1

§

the charisma of a leader or the
warmth and enthusiasm of its
members.

It’s a way to feel acceptance and
a sense of belonging, says psychia-
trist Goulston: “When the agony of
being alone and confused and mis-
understood becomes too great, giv-
ing up your mind and identity to
belong is not too high a price to
pay.li
Others find a more ominous ex-
planation - for why people accept
seemingly bizarre belief systems:
mind control.

“The common misperception is

that people [who join cults] are-

looking for something spiritual,”
Andres says. “That’s a0t true. Most
join because they think the group is
something other than wha. it ends

, up being.”

In some cases, that’s because the
sect careens over the edge as the
leader becomes corrupted by pow-
er. Many of Jim Jones’ followers
said the early days of the cult were
marked by a feeling of brotherhood
and the promise of a utopia, but it
disintegrated into violence and—
ultimately—mass suicide.

In other cases, a group deliber-
ately conceals its identity or beliefs
to avoid scaring off potential re-
cruits, cult critics contend. A Chil-
dren of God member, for example,
says it was six months before he
even heard the name of the group’s
controversial leader.

“Cults have gotten a lot more
sophisticated,” says Andres. “It
doesn’t work now if you wear robes
and sell flowers at. the airport.”

Rather, groups offer innocuous-
sounding classes or seminars and,
from there, gradually lure recruits
toward deeper involvement, she
says.

Slavin’s experience with the
Church Universal and Trjumphant
is tvnieal aceording to Andres and

ok

other cult critics. As Slavin tells it,
a co-worker, without mentioning
any ties to the sect, subtly played
on her emotions at a vulnerable
time in her life, slowly pulling her
away from family and friends and
into the group’s orbit. There, five
hours of daily chanting, a limited
diet and hours or manual labor
induced a “trance-like state”: “My
thoughts were not my own.”

Ex-cult members list other
methods used to weaken a person’s
judgment: sleep deprivation; limit-
ing access to books, movies and
other outside ideas; and lack of
privacy and time for reflection.

It’s mind control, Andres says.

But that argument has been
widely attacked by sociologists and
other researchers. “Mainstream
academia has rejected brainwash-
ing,” says Lewis. “When you actu-
ally go in and talk to the people [in
these groups], nothing seems to be
wrong with their information pro-
cessing abilities.”

Richardson calls mind controi an
“after-the-fact rationalization”
used by ex-members to explain
away behavior in the group about
which they’re now embarrassed or
ashamed. Basically, “people join
because they want to. . . . I don't
think they're tricked into it.”

Lewis asserts that the alleged
mind-control techniques used by
fringe sects aren’t much different
from methods used by the military,
Catholic religious orders and col-
lege fraternities. But people only
use the term, he says, for groups
they don’t like.

Others argue that if mind control
really worked, everyone would be
in a cult. .

On the other hand, if mind
control doesn’t work, then depro-
gramming—its opposite—also
shouldn’t have any effect. Yet it
often does.

For that reason, some experts
occupy a middle ground on the
mind-control issue.

Marc Galanter, author of “Cults:
Faith, Healing & Coercion,” says
people can’t simply be manipulated
to believe anything: “They have to
encounter something that reso-
nates with them.”

Still, that doesn’t mean they
aren’t being controlled and shaped,
he adds: It’s just that part of it is
their own doing.

Goulston contends that cults use
a form of salesmanship that pro-
duces a mild hypnotic trance, but
he notes that regular salesmen are
often adept at the same technique.

And, in any case, the effects are
often short-lived. Studies show
that “a large percentage, maybe
even a majority, of those involved
in [full-time or] high-demand
groups leave within a yeay or two,”
Melton says.

Says Lewis: “If that’s brain-
washing, it's not very effective ”
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Tax Report .

A Special Summary and Forecast '
{  OfFederal and State Tax |
v Developments '

THE SCIENTOLOGY CHURCH hasn't
‘had many victories in its extensive tax bat-
tles. One came when U.S. appeals judges
upheld a ruling quashing an IRS summons
for voluminous records of the sect’s Boston
church. Now the U.S. district court in Boston |
says the IRS's position in the case wasn't
justified and has ordered the IRS to pay the
church $80,787 for legal costs,
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