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Criticism of Scientology
is ‘old worn-outsecord’

Editor: In order to3uild a bet-
ter future it often is necessary to
let go of the past.

I am referring to the Nov. 17
letter on Scientology ¥y Gabe Ca-
zares, which sounded much like a
record stuck in the sume groove
for far too long.

Mr. Cazares may disagree with
the IRS’ exemption rulng on the
Church of Scientology, however,
that decision followed the most
thorough and demandng investi-
gation ever conducted of any ex-
empt organization. Theresult: The
IRS granted the chura: full tax-ex-
empt status as a bonalde religious
organization,

Cazares praises dty officials
for their decision to centinue fight-
ing a losing battle and press for-
ward with an appeal ofthe Charita-
ble Solicitations Ordinance, but
does not mention thatthe city now
faces having to pay several hun-
dred thousand dollarsto cover the
church’s legal costs axd fees in the
case, not to mention the compan-
ion suit filed by seven national
religious organizations and
churches. '

The truth is that the Church of
Scientology has beex part of the
Clearwater commumity for 18
years. Thousands of Scientologists
live and work in the area. They
raise their families here, send their
children to the locd schools and
you may find many active in the
community as memnbers of the
Chamber of Commesce and our
local merchants’ assasiation and in
community outreach programs.

An old worn-ou record can
play in the same growve for only so
long, and even neighbors who
think the worst of eact other mend
fences eventually.

All of us are nan of this com-
iumty o work rogether to

Tiar Tevrrvye,
PR

and a brighter Clearwater.
Richard Haworth
Clearwater




