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Police

 looking for

church’'s
private eye

@ Officers suspect an
investigator for the
Church of Scientology of
impersonating a
Hillsborough detective to
get information.

8y THOMAS C. TOBIN
Times Statf Writer

A private investigator who

does work on behalf of the Church
of Scientology is being sought by
Tampa police in a case that fea-
tures a bizarre claim about the
Pasco County sheriff,
i The investigator, a former Los
Angeles police officer named Eu-
_-gene Martin Ingram, is accused of
impersonating a Hillsborough
County sheriff's detective, Tampa
police say Ingram was quizzing a
woman about an alleged prostitu-
tion ring that he said involved Pas-
co County Sheriff Lee Cannon. -

Police also have investigated
Matt Bratschi, a reporter for the
church publication Freedom maga-
zine. Bratschi, who has not been
charged, is believed by police to
have accompanied Ingram on the
interview,

The woman, who lives in Pasco
County, contacted authorities and
told them she does not know Can-
non and knows nothing “about a
prostitution ring,

“l was a little amazed,” Can-
non said Friday of the church’'s
inquiry. “The whole thing is a mys-
tery to me.”

© He said he has never had any
contact with the Church of Scien-
tology, does not know the woman
and is not connected to any prosti-

_ tution ring. Nor is his department

involved in any large-scale prosti-
tution investigation, he said.

The woman, whose name is’

withheld by the Times.to protect
her privacy, declined to cotnment
Friday, - .. . )
" Former members and critics of
the church say Ingram has been
seen around the country in receat
years, harassing them in connec-
tion with their anti-Scientology ac-
tivities, questioning their neigh-
bors and using other intimidation
tactics,
_ . Ingram did not return mes-
sages to his Los Angeles business
office Friday. Bra could not be
reached for comment, ’
Ingram’s Los
Elliot Abelson, said Friday that he
had no information on the charge

~ but added that it “sounds ridicu-

lous.” He said Ingram works for
several law firms, some of which
represent the Church of Scientolo-
gy .

- Ingram “is one of the finest
investigators I've ever seen,” said
Abelson, who also has represented

_ Scientology and has known Ingram
. fot 20 .years, “He’s just ordinary

folk as far as I'm concerned. I don’t
think he has intimidated anyone
:'dh?' doesn’t want to be intimidat-

" Kurt Weiland, a top Scientolo-
gy official in Los Angeles, said

Ingram and Bratschi were working

on two investigations for Freedom
magazine last year,

One was based on a tip about
sexual activities involvin,
County officials, he said. The oth-
er, he said, was an investigation of
the St. Petersburg Times. For
years, the Church of Scientology
has been critical of the coverage it
has received from the Times.

The church’s spiritual head-
quarters are in Clearwater, -

At some point, Weiland said,

Ploase see POLICE 11B

. '
" : B
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- : " public records or because they weren’t on file . cording to Stacy Young, a former church official ;
Police = ‘ with the sheriff, said Mike Randall, the sheriff's and the wife of Robert Vaughn Young, formerly °
. : legal counsel. - : a top Scientology spokesman. The couple left.,
Bratschi and Ingram “had indications of a cross- Later, Tampa police detectives acquired the church in 1989 and now speak out against,’
over” between the two investigations. He pictures of Bratschi and Ingram from their It ) :
-would not elaborate. ’ California driver’s licenses. The woman from Ingram has been spreading false informa--
“We haven’t published everything th:re is Salomon Brothers identified Ingram as one of  tion 2bout the Youngs to their neighbors and
to publish,” Weiland said. the two men who interviewed \ra-.. but couldn’t friends, Stacy Young said. She said a neighbor-
According to police reports, two men identify Bratschi. " was teking out his trash three weeks ago when
showed up last June at the Tampa headquarters - There is a warrant in Tampa for Ingram’s Ingraia appeared and began questioning him in
of Salomon Brothers, a brokerage firm. Theéy .gmwgmwsn»nmu.os.ﬁwugs.z.ﬁ sireet. When Robert Young confronted
allegedly said they were police officers and penalty for impersonating a police officer, a r::.mm_amuagmrn,ﬁa.
asked the security guard to summon the wom- felony, is five years in prison and a $5,000 fine. Priscilla Coates, chair of the Los Angeles -
an, a Salomon Brothers employee.  Asked about the charge, Weiland said: “I've  Cult Awareness Network chapter, said Ingram -
The woman told police they presented - heard stuff like that before and it’s usually done once showed up unexpectedly at her —Ew_vwma.m

badges with gold stars and green-and-beige when an investigator gets close to something. office. Ingram told her husband, who is a
" identification cards and said they were Hi!lsbor- They’re trying to back him off.” physician, “that I was getting kickbacks from

ough County sheriff’s detectives. She said they - = Abelson, the lawyer for Ingram, said In- deprogramers and that I would get commis-

asked her about a prostitution ring in Pasco gram left his business card with the woman. He stons of like, $10,000,” Coates said. She denied
involving Cannon and asked whether she had disputed the charge and suggested police were it. :
dated Cannon. , “trying to persecute the guy in the newspapers. L.gram used to work for the Los Angeles

The woman called the Pasco Sheritf’s Of- Obviously, you guys are going along withit.”  Police Department, where he was a desk ser-
fice, who reviewed the sign-in log at Salomon Scientology has a long history of conducting  gean: He was fired in 1981 on charges that he

Brothers. The log contained the names “G. aggressive investigations. The most notorious  ran a house of prostitution and tipped off a drug

Ingram” and “Matt Bratsch.” example came in the 1970s when Scientologists  dealer about a raid. In a jury trial, he was later

Pasco investigators recognized the names. infiltrated government offices in Washington acqutted.

On the same day the woman was questioned by D.C. and stole documents relating to govern- In 1985, after Ingram began working as a
. . the two men, Bratschi and Ingram had submit- ment actions against the church. priv: te investigator, a letter surfaced indicating
5 A s ‘ ted a lengthy public records request at the A total of 11 high-ranking Scientologists, that an LAPD officer had given Ingram permis-
. Pasco County Sheriff’s Office. including the wife of Scientology founder L. sion to eavesdrop on a former Scientologist.

The request asked for 14 items, including Ron Hubbard, were convicted. This was strictly against department policy-
appointment books, personnel files, teiephone Church officials recently have said those Then-LAPD Chief Daryl Gates sharply criti-
records and internal affairs records about a people are no longer with the church and that cized the episode. :
“sex scandal” within the office’s com.nunica- their days of hardball intimidation tactics are Ingram shrugs off criticism. He told the Los
tions division. : behind them. Angeles Times for a story published in 1990:

The Sheriff’s Office provided the two with But several former members say Ingram “People who claim that I have conducted an
some of the information requested. A handfulof has harassed them. improper investigation probably have so much’
items was denied either because they weren’t Ingram appeared in Seattle recently, ac- to hide.” :

. Ha esid ha has never had any |

\“
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Germany, Church of Scientology Feuding in Print and Political Arena

Tue WASHINGTON PosT

By Rick Atkinson
Washington Post Foreign Service

BERLIN—As the Church of
Scientology sees it, Germany today
is a repressive and intolerant place,
not much’ different from the Third
Reich of more than half a century
ago in its hostility toward racial and
religious minorities.

As the German government sees
it, the Church of Scientology is not a
church at all, but rather a dangerous
cult that uses religion to cloak its
money-making schemes while ex-
ploiting gullible members and
threatening local communities. |

Of such contradictory viewpoints
are titanic feuds made, and the bitter
quarrel between Scientology and
German officials is now approaching
Hatfield-McCoy intensity.

Scientology, which celebrated the
40th anniversary of its founding last
month, is headquartered in Los An-
geles and is based on the precepts of
American science fiction writer L.
Ron Hubbard, who died in 1986.
Particularly mfluentml is Hubbard’s
“Dianetics: The Modern Science of
Mental Health,” which Scientology
officials say has sold more than 15
million copies, Through counseling
and courses, Scientology professes
to help adherents find inner harmo-
ny and awareness of the self “as a
spiritual being.”

More than two decades after

Scientology brought its unorthodox -

brand of spiritual development to
Germany, the uneasy relationship
between church and state has de-
generated into mutual name-calling
and legal counterpunching.
Germany’s 16 state premiers last
month demanded concerted federal
and state scrutiny of Scientology ac-
tivities, as well as a European con-
ference on the subject. Germany's
main political organizations have
banned Scientologists from member-
ship, either nationally or in individual
states. And state interior ministers

last summer warned that Scientolo- .
gy—which claims 30,000 members

in Germany-—combines “economic
activities with elements of economic
criminality under the cover of a reli-
gious community.”

Labor Minister Norbert Bluem
has described Scientology as “a ma-

chine for manipulating human be-

ings.” Renate Rennebach, a Social
Democrat member of Parliament,
declared in an interview that Scien-
tologists are “seeking political influ-
ence to dominate the world accord-
ing to their view of things. .
They’re a danger to democracy.”
Franz Riedl, a spokesman for
Scientology in y, dismisses
such claims as unfounded. “We are
not political at all, despite all allega-
tions to the contrary,” Ried! said in a
telephone interview from Hamburg,
Scientologists have fought back
since September with a series of full-
page advertisements in The Wash-
ington Post and the New York
Times, which have cost “close to $1
million,” according to Sylvia Stanard,
a spokeswoman for the Church of
Scientology’s Washington office.
The ad campaign, which Stanard
said was undertaken in the United
States after German newspapers re-
fused to print similar messages, as-
serts that Scientologists and other
groups have been harassed relent-
lessly in Germany with government

" complicity. A recent ad contends

that Scientologists have been dis-
criminated against by German
banksAn :ichools and business firms.,

ad appearing in The Washing-
ton Post on Jan, 5 declared, “In Sept.
1938, Adolf Hitler enacted the infa-
mous Nuremberg laws which gave

formal assent to anti-Semitism. . . .,
A half century later, a similar sce-

nario is bemg repeated in modem

Germany.”

Such allegations provoke outraged
denials from German officials. Nor-
bert Reinke, director of the sects de-
partment in Bonn’s Ministry for
Families, Senior Citizens, Women
and Youth, said in an interview: “It's
an unpleasant hate campaign, which
has stepped way over the line.”

Jewish groups also have de-
nounced the campaign as exploiting
the Holocaust. In an unpublished let-
ter to The Washington Post, Abra-
ham Foxman, national director of
the Anti-Defamation League, de-
scribed one advertisement as “ma-
mpulatlon and hypocrisy. of the first :
order.”

Stanard defended the ads. “I think
some people are missing the point,”
she said. “It's not similar:to what
happened ‘to the Jews in ‘the ’40s
when they were going to concentra-

“tion camps. That’s not happening in

Germany. But it's similar to what
happened to the Jéws in the early
'30s. ... We're not on the trains
yet, but'a similar environment is
starting against minority religions in
Germany.” 4

Estimates of Scientology’s world-
wide membership range from
50,000 to 8 million. Some former
Scientologists have charged the or-
ganization with brainwashing and
blackmiailing its members, and with
harassing defectors and critics. In
the United States, the Internal Rev-
enue Service, after a decades-long
battle, awarded tax-exemipt status in
1993 to Scientology’s 150 Amencan
churches.

German officials suggest the ad
campaign reflects Scientology’s re-
sentment of its inability to. reap the
tax. benefits accruing to recognized
churches here. Instead, the federal
government classifies Scientology as
a “youth cult.” Germany’s constitu-
tional court has yet to rule on wheth-
er Scientology should be considered

* a church.

A document from the German
Embassy in Washington states that

* the Bonn government “finds credible

expert testimony that the organiza-
tion’s pseudo-scientific courses can
seriously jeopardize individuals’
mental and physical health, . . . The
government concludes there are am-
ple grounds to believe reports that
membership can lead to psychologi-
cal and physlcal dependence. and fi-
nancial ruin.”

Riedl, the Scientology spokesman
in Hamburg, said members at the
nine churches and 20 missions in
Germany pay a 30 mark ($20) annu-
al fee; to achieve Hubbard's enlight-
ened state of “clear,” which Riedl es-
timated would require three years of
intensive “pastoral counseling,” costs
another 30,000 marks ($20,000).

Among the most relentless oppo--
nents of Scientology in Germany has
been a task force created in 1992 by

. the Hamburg state government to

examine the organization’s opera- '
tions. Hamburg real estate agents
have alleged that Scientologists are
buying residential properties, con-
verting them to cooperatives and
then coercing renters to buy their °
apartments or face eviction.

Ursula Caberta y Diaz, head of the
Hamburg task force, sand “Sciento-
logy is not a religion; it's not about a
world view. It’s a political movement
and a psychological dictatorship, In
Germany, unfortunately we know
what it means to live thh this kmd
of system.”

Sang)ll counters tg.lnt the Church of
entology owns only one property
in all of Germany, a building in Mu-:
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uch. Even the church’s five-story
Hamburg headquarters is leased, he
said, adding, “We are a nonprofit or-
ganization with idealistic purposes.”
But critics contend that ownership is
masked through a complex web of
firms and individuals,

Ried! also noted that a three-year
criminal investigation of German
Scientology by Hamburg prosecu-
tors was dropped last year because
of insufficient evidence.

Scientology officials say they have
catalogued 400 cases in which Ger-
man members were discriminated
against, including individuals who on
the basis of their religious beliefs
have lost their jobs, been deemed
unfit tenants by landlords or been
unable to open bank accounts.
Reinke, the federal ministry official,
called such assertions “sheer non-
sense.”

“If you investigate these cases,”
he added, “you find that there’s
nothing behind them.”

Independently verifying such

claims is difficult, partly because

Germany has strict privacy laws.

Ried! produced documentation on
two cases. One in particular—in-
volving a western German furniture
store owner named Paul Arenz—il-
lustrates the acrimony ard suspicion
provoked by Scientology. .

In a telephone interview from his
home town of Kommern, in the state
of North Rhine-Westphalia, Arenz
said he has been a member of Chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl’s Christian Dem-
ocratic Party for 25 years and a
Scientologist since 1990. After buy-
ing a property in town and failing to
win bank financing for construction

of a hotel, Arenz said he contemplat-

ed building a drug-treatment center
instead. -

Arenz said he wrote a letter to the
Scientology church in Duesseldorf in

an unsuccessful effort to persuade
the church to build and run the
treatment center according to the
principles of Hubbard. Last Septem-
ber, the letter became public and
with it Arenz's intentions to give
Scientology a foothold in Kommern.
Citing the Christian Democrats’
avowed opposition to Scientology,
local party leader Dieter Pesch
asked for Arenz's resignation from
the party. He refused and was ex-
pelled in December.

Pesch, the party leader, said in a
telephone interview that party mem-
bership is “incompatible” with Scien-
tology because “it’s known that

Scientology is no religious sect but -

rather—as [Labor Minister] Bluem
has expressed it—a criminal eco-
nomic enterprise which bleeds its
members.”

Arenz said he is appealing his
ouster from the party. “I've been
badly damaged personally and in my
business through all this,” he said.
“I'm shocked that something like
this can happen in Germany.”

Officials in Bonn charge that the
Scientologists want to wear down
the government until someone in au-
thority agrees ta meet with them,
thus giving legitimacy to the organi-
zation.

But Scientology ofﬁc:als said they
have the time and money necessary
to keep pressing Bonn through
American public opinion.

“We’re going to keep running the
ads until the German government is
willing to realize that there’s a prob-
lem,” Stanard said.-“We’re trying to
say, ‘Wake up and smell the coifee
There is a problem.’ ”

Special correspondent Petra
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Scientology’s Internet
Battle With Debunkers
"I”‘he‘Business section is the last
place I would expect to get wiy
morning chuckle, but there.it was
on Jan 25. In a story about the
electronic war of words between
Scientologists and critics (“Reli-
gious Fracas Debunks Myth of
Anarchy on Net”), a spokesperson

for the religion blasts the critics for
“re-created versions of sacred reli-

- glous scriptures which are protect -

ed by both copyright and trade

-secret law.”

Copyright and trade secret law?
Give me that old time religion.

B.H. MARGUET

Costa Mesa
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Scientologists
 Seize Disks
for Lawsuit
m Glendale: Church . ‘; L :‘; B Warren McShane of the

representatives with court |} B | Religious Technology

order remove files Center, which holds the
“Dianetics'’ and

.allegedly containing - 4 : TR ‘Scientology”
copyrighted texts from . . trademarks, searches
home of outspoken critic. ; A

through Dennis Erlich’s
computer disks for
———— TN 3 copyrighted religious
By ALAN ABRAHAMSON R i texts.

and NICHOLAS RICCARDI : : e ; o

TIMES STAFF WRITERS

GLENDALE—Led by a lawyer
brandishing a federal court order
and backed up by a pair of off-duty
police officers, a handful of Church
of Scientology representatives
searched a Glendale house Monday
and seized hundreds of computer
disks and files allegedly containing
copyrighted religious texts,

, In the latest twist to a fractious .

..~ dispute that began in cyberspace

.“and landed last week at a federal

", courthouse in San Jose, Scientolo-

" gistsi'spent six hours Monday -
searching the house of Dennis
Erlich, an outspoken critic of the

... church, for material they believed

_he transmitted, or intended to

" transmit, on the Internet about the
Los Angeles-based church.

Erlich - said the Scientologists
confiscated more than 360 comput-

.. er disks and 29 books, angd served

*~ him with court papers disclosing

+ that “the church is suing him for
copyx;;ght Jinfringement. The pa-
pers ‘tlisclosed that"the church is
also.suing a North Hollywood busi-
nessman who runs an Internet
bulletm*board and a San Jose-
baséd firm that provides access to

i the global computer network.

- “They’re taking the hard copies,
they’re taking everything!” Erlich
ried over the telephone as his

‘house’: was searched for material
containing church policies and
piritual doctrines released only to
nitiates.

“What can I do? These guys

“have guns.”

Erlich added later in the day that
he believed the search was unlaw-
ful because it was not conducted by
uniformed police or by federal
marshals

. Thomas Small, the lawyer who
led ‘the' search, confirmed the
searchers took material but count-
ered that their actions were lawful. -
In the complex and arcane field of
copyright law, he said, a search and -~
seizure like the one Monday does -
not need to be performed by po-
lice—as is the case, for instance, in Photos by CLARENCE WILLIAMS / Los Angeles Times

Please see SEARCH, B7 'McShane carries boxes of conﬂscated materials as a police officer, center, talks with Erlich,
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SEARCH: Hundreds of §8

Disks, Files Confiscated

‘Continued from B1
‘a criminal investigation.

Nor, Small said, is such a search

uncommon.
" ““There’s a lot of emotion in a
scase like this,” Small said. But “it’s
not all that different from the kind
-of anti-counterfeiting going on in
the toy fieild—the [Mighty Mor-
-phin} Power Rangers, for instance,
."where T-shirts and things are
" ‘being impounded regularly.”

Small said the searchers took
boxes of material but he was un-
“sure how much until it is cata-
logued.

The dispute that led to Monday’s

~search has been brewing for
__months on the Internet—and while
Scientologist lawyers contend it
_revolves around copyright law,
“Erlich says it’s an issue of freedom
. of religion.

" Erlich admits that he has been

_ transmitting, or “posting,” church
'materials on the Internet’s “alt.re-
ligion.scientology” newsgroup,

where they could potentially be
copied by millions of users world-
‘wide. .

The material got onto the Net
‘via a BBS—or bulletin board sys-
tem—operated by North Holly-
'wood businessman Tom Klemes-
trud, 44, and then through
computer facilities run by San
Jose-based Netcom On-Line Com-

" munication Services, Inc.

Erlich, a Scientologist from 1968
to 1982 who was trained as a
church minister, said he does not

believe that the material he posted
is copyrighted. “ . . . In fact, word
for word, it is not,” he said.

“If I am wrong about that, and
it’s possible I am, I was trained as a
minister on this material which
they are calling sacred Scripture,”
he said. “I am a minister licensed to
practice my ministry and that is
material I was given to minister
with.

“They excommunicated me and
now I'm making use of that same
material by preaching or writing or
publicizing my religious obligation
onto the Internet. That’s my pul-
Mvm».--. .

Claiming instead that the post-
ings were copyright violations, the
church’s publishing company,
Bridge Publications Inc., joined by
Religious Technology Center,
holder of the “Dianetics” and
“Seientology” trademarks, sued
last Wednesday in U.S. District
Court in San Jose.

Named as defendants were Er-
lich, Klemestrud and Netcom. The
suit seeks a restraining order as
well as monetary damages of
$120,000 per infringement. |

Last Friday, Judge Ronald S_
Whyte issued an order directing
the.seizure of computer disks and
other materials from Erlich’s
home.

The search began at 7:30 a.m.
Monday. A uniformed Glendale
Police Department officer was pre-
sent at the beginning of the search
and another was present at the

Affiliates and consultants of Religious Technology Center, which ha

end, but not in between, both Small
and Erlich said.

“Qur presence there was to wmm.c
the peace and pursuant to the court
order we assisted in the execution

of that order,” said Police Depart-

ment spokesman Chahe Keuroghe-
lian. "

Two off-duty police officers and
a private investigator, “retained

for this purpose,” were present at '

all times, Small said. Erlich’said the
police identified themselves as off-

duty Inglewood officers.

The search lasted until about
2:30 p.m., Erlich said.

He said he isn’t worried that the
information he sought to make
public will be suppressed. After
repeated postings on the Internet,

CLARENCE WILLIAMS / Los Angeles Times

s sued Dennis Erich, look through Erlich’s computer files.

“the genie’s definitely out of the
bottle on this,” he said.

But he said the search was
distressing. “I feel now like I'm a
stranger in my own house,” he
said. ’




