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Melrose Avenue

Called "the Sunset Strip of the '80s” and a "new.
wave Rodeo Drive,” Melrose had humble beginnings
as a strip of liquor stores and Laundromats. In the 70s,
Melrose’s cheap storefronts began luring boho types,
and by 79, with Hollywood Boulevard on the decline,
Melrose had taken over as the trendy hot spot.

Gangs

!n the "30s and '40s, Mexican youth gangs were
fairly harmless, but in the "70s gangs exploded vio-
lently in East LA. As sarly as ‘72, African-Americans,
fueled by anti-police sentiment lingering from the
Watts riots, started banding together. {One group
that walked with canes became known as the Crips.)
When drugs entered the picture, money, power and
violence skyrocketed. In ‘88, police spent millions
sweeping South-Central for gang members, making
a lot of noise but succeeding only in upping gangs’
visibility. After the 92 Rodney King riots, battling

Culture

The Tournament of Roses

Smiling girls rode bright, ridiculous floats. Ven-
erable WASP Henry Cabot summed up infatuation
with the tourney by praising the way it casts a
"favorable picture to the world of the American way
of life.” Then-actor Ronald Reagan was a CBS com-
mentator, Ike grand-marshaled, and Nixon took Pat
to the parade on their first date.

Venice Boardwalk

Abbot Kinney built “the Coney Island of the Pacif-
ic” in 1905, complete with roller coaster. Incorpora-
tion into L.A. in 1946 shut the show down. Beatniks
came in the '50s for the cheap rent, and it just kept
getting weirder. When the city built a bike path in
'72, Harry Parry strapped on his skates, turban and
guitar, and, along with the bodybuilders and seaside

Bloods and Crips called a truce.

California Cuisine

America delivered the hamburger but Calnfornla
invented the Pacific Northwest striped bass gently
nestled in a banana leaf.and splashed with chili-shai-
lot lime vinaigrette. Joachim Splichal of Patina,
Miche! Richard of Citrus and-Wolfgang Puck of
Spago helped create a culinary trend that has per-
manently changed American menus.

Scientology

Of all the cults to emerge from Los Angeles, L.
Ron Hubbard’s self-help church may be the most
institutionally sound and insidiously frightening.
According to the L.A. Times, Scientologists intimi-
dated a judge into stepping down and actually put
the IRS on the defensive during battles over the
church’s tax-exempt status. Hubbard wrote that any-

freak show, brought the tourists back. one impeding Scientology "may be tricked, sued or

lied to, or destroyed.” Dianetics keeps packing in the
celebrities, though, including John Travoita and
Lisa Marie Presley. {Scientologist rumor: they sold
Lisa Marie to the Gloved One.)

Landmarks

Ballerina Clown;
Rose Avenve at Main Street, Venice.

Stranded on the corner of Johannes Van Tilburg's
Renaissance Building is Jonathan Borofsky's 1990
kinetic-sculptural rendition of Venice Beach: a beard-
ed clown in drag, dancing forever sadly by the sea.

Church of Scientology Celebrity Center
International; 5930 Franklin Ave., Hollywood.
Where the Dianetically bf'dazzled famous folks
stay for a fix of L. Ron’s fine science fiction. A lovely
old turreted mansion built in 1929, not to be confused
with COSI's Hollywood Boulevard location. {“Excuse
me, sir. Would you like to learn how you can start get-
. ting the most out of your life?” You mean like stand-_

ing on a sidewalk in Hollywood passmg out fhers7)

Forest Lawn Memorial Park;
1712 . Glendale Ave., Glendale.

In 1912, planner Hubert Eaton envisioned "a place
where lovers new and old shall love to stroli.” With
the help of landscape architect Fred Hansen and a
bunch of dead people cleverly disguised as real
estate, this huge Ii'l graveyard park opened for busi-
ness in 1917. The stately Tudor administration build-
ing went up in 1930, followed by more dead people
and buildings, among them Chico Marx, Nat "King”
Cole and the cathedral/auditorium.
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A Posting
On Internet
Is Ruled

To Be lllegal

By PETER H. LEWIS

A Federal judge ruled yesterday
that a Virginia man violated the
copyrights of the Church of Sciento-
logy by posting confidential church
documents on the Internet, even
though the material was obtained
from public court records.

The Religious Technology Center,
which owns the trademarks and
copyrights of the Church of Sciento-
logy International, had sued Arnaldo
P. Lerma of Arlington, Va., for post-
ing several dozen pages of secret
church documents about the Sciento-
logist philosophy on the Internet, the

| global computer network.

In making her ruling, Judge
Leonie M. Brinkema of the United
States District Court in Alexandria,
Va,, affirmed that the church holds a
copyright on the documents and that
Mr. Lerma infringed on the copy-
right by posting church documents
without comment, criticism or other
significant changes that would con-
stitute fair use. She said the church
was entitled to statutory damages
and legal fees, which will be deter-
mined later,

“They were trying to argue that
different rules applied for the fair
use of copyrighted material on the
Internet, and the judge ruled other-
wise,” said Helena K. Kobrin, a law-
yer for the Religious Technology
Center in Los Angeles. ‘

Attempts to reach Mr. Lerma by
telephone and electronic mail last
night were unsuccessful.

Mr. Lerma was the sole remaining
defendant in the lawsuit, which arose
from postings to a news group in
August. After Mr. Lerma refused a
church demand that he stop publish-
ing the documents electronically,
Federal marshals and church offi-
cials raided Mr. Lerma’s home on
Aug. 12, 1995, and seized Mr. Ler-
ma’s computer equipment,

The church had also sued The
Washington Post and two of its re-
porters for reprinting portions of the
secret documents in news accounts
of the lawsuit and the seizure of Mr.
Lerma’s computer equipment. But
Judge Brinkema, calling the
church’s lawsuit against the newspa-
per ‘‘reprehensible,” ruled in No-
vember that The Post used the infor-
mation fairly,

The ruling yesterday was the lat-
est twist in a series of legal battles
between the Church of Scientology
International, founded by L. Ron
Hubbard, and its critics on the Inter-
net. Two other lawsuits concerned
with the electronic copying of confi-
dential church documents — one in
California and one in Colorado — are
pending.

The judge ruled yesterday on a
motion for summary judgment by
the church, which claimed the facts
of the case were so compelling there
was no need to go to trial.

The copyrighted material in ques-
tion, known as the “Operating The-
tan scriptures,”” were obtained by
Mr. Lerma and The Washington
Post from public court documents
filed in an earlier dispute between
the church and a former member in
California.

The church contends that the doc-
uments are trade secrets that deal
with the training of Scientologists
who have reached the highest levels
of understanding of its philosonhiec

Judge Brinkema ruled last year
that the documents were not trade
secrets but could be copyrighted.
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Court Rules on internet Copyright Case: The Church of Scientology
~| -won a summary judgment in the first of three lawsuits against
.| disgruntled former members who used the Internet to disseminate
1,1~ church writings worldwide. A federal judge in Alexandria, Va,,

ruled that Arnaldo Lerma, who posted writings by Sciéntology
founder L. Ron Hubbard on the worldwide computer network, had
violated copyright laws. Lerma had argued that the documents
" ~were publicly available. However, Lerma’s Internet access
- “provider, Digital Gateway Systems, which had been named in the
case, settled out of court prior to Friday's ruling. Thus the case will
not address the hotly disputed question of whether Internet
companies can be held liable for the actions of their subscribers.
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Civil Procedure 4_
= Anti-SLAPP provision applies
to any cause of action arising

- from petition activity, not only
tort actions.

Eﬁ&i%aSnoun:ucvonm ;

The CA 2nd has held that a plaintiff’s
action was properly subjected to dismissal
under an anti-Strategic Lawsuit g&:mn
Public Participation (SLAPP) suit provision
and the defendant was entitled to »no..:&.
fees in both the prior action and on appeal.

The Church of Scientology of California
brought an action against Lawrence
‘Wollersheim seeking to set aside the judg-
ment of a previous action while the previ-
ous action was pending before the
California Supreme Court. The complaint
alleged that the trial judge in the prior

» action harbored actual malice and preju-

dice against the Church at the time of the
trial and might have conveyed prejudicial
information to the jury either directly or
indirectly. The Church alleged that the
information passed on to the jury resulted
in the jury being as biased as the judge.
Wollersheim filed a special motion to strike
pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure
Section 425.16, arguing that such a motion
was authorized by that provision and that

the Church could not demonstrate a prob-
ability that it would prevail on its claims.
Wollersheim contended that the Church
could not meet his affirmative defenses of
laches, unclean hands, and collateral estop-
pel. The trial court granted the motion to
strike and dismissed the action with preju-
dice. The trial court also granted Woller-
sheim’s motion for an award of attorney
fees, pursuant to Section 425.16(g). The
Church argued that Section 425.16 did not
apply because its action was not an attack -
on Wollersheim personally and would not

- interfere with his right to pursue his claims

against the Church.

The CA. 2nd affirmed and remanded.
‘The Church’s action was properly subject-
ed to a Section 425.16 motion to strike
because it was a cause of action arising
from Wollersheim’s litigation activity. The .
language of Section 425.16 provided that it
applies to any direct attack on the judgment
in the prior action, which resuited. from
Wollersheim's petition activity, The trial

court was correct in considering the litiga- .

* tion histories of the parties in determining

whether to apply Section 425.16. The
Church’s action clearly fell within the scope
of Section 42516, because the Church
engaged in a patiern of conduct employing
every means, regardless of merit, to frus-
trate or undermine Wollersheim's petition
activity. Section 425,16 is not limited to
issues of public interest, or only to tort
actions, as there are many types of claims
that could achieve the objective of a SLAPP
suit. The Church'’s inability to produce evi-
dence to demonstrate its claim caused it to
fail to show a probability that it would pre-
vail on its claim. Wollersheim was entitled
to attorney fees in both the previous action,
and on appeal. The case was remanded for
determination of the amount of the fees.

Church of Scientology of California u
Wollersheim, C.A. 2nd, Nos. B084686 and
BO086063, Feb. 1, 1996, by Aldrich, J.

The full text of this case appears in the

Please tum to Page 11



RELIGION / JOHN DART

Survey Shows Christians Held
in High Esteem, Atheists Low

LENDALE—In a national
‘ Gsurvey of the public image
of different religions, most
' respondents said they view Chris-
tians, Jews and, on balance, Mor-
mons as good influences on U.S.
society. But more than 30% viewed
Muslims, Buddhists and Scientolo-
gists as negative influences.
' However, even those religions
with a smaller U.S. following fared
better than atheists: 60% said that
nonbelievers have a negative ef-
fect on the nation’s culture, ac-
cording to findings released this
week by polister George Barna of
Glendale.

“While many Americans are not

practicing Christians, they retain
some identity with the Christian
faith and remain protective of it,”
said Barna, noting that 85% gave
Christians a positive evaluation
and only 4% thought they were a
bad influence. Although 83% of
Americans say they are Christian,
Barna’s polls-have found that only
half are weekly churchgoers.

Christians, he said, “are suspi-
cious of other faith groups because
they are unknown but different,
and we are generally uncomfort-
able with those who are not just
like us.

“Diversity may be a rallying cry’

for the politically correct, but for
the average American, the accept-
ance of divérsity in religion, as in
politics and race, is not a widely
embraced notion,” said Barna, who
specializes in opinion polis on reli-
gious issues and has written 20
books for the evangelical Christian
market.

Nevertheless, the findings of a
random telephone survey of 1,007
adults in July appear to mitigate
concerns among U.S. Muslims that
their faith has a poor public image
because of distorted media cover-
age and the unfair association of
Islam with radical or violent activ-
ities.

Buddhism—a low-profile faith
rarely in the news—was rated
virtually the same as Islam. Mus-
lims were seen as a positive influ-
ence by 28% and a negative influ-
ence by 32%, nearly the same as
the 29% positive and 33% negative
assessments of Buddhists. (More
than one-third of those polled had
no opinion of either group.)

Although the survey confirmed
Muslims’ relatively negative im-
age, the comparison with Bud-
dhists was somewhat encouraging,
said Salam Al-Marayati, director of
the Muslim Public Affairs Council
in Los Angeles. |

“The public at'large apparently
has a different impression of Mus-
lims than opinions you find in
major media and in Washington
political circles,” said Al-Marayati.
“Perhaps many know of Muslims at
work or in their neighborhoods
who alleviate misapprehensions
they might otherwise have.”

About half the “born-again
Christians” —theologically conser-
vative believers—surveyed said
they view Muslims and Buddhists
as negative influences in America,
whereas only about 15% viewed
them positively.

“That’s a pretty significant dif-

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1996

i
.

Ratmg Rellglons

‘A random telephone survey of 1,007 adults 3y
Géorge Barna of Glendale ranked religions accor ling to their

influence on American society.

Question: “For each major faith group I mention, please tell me if -
you think that group has a positive or negative mfluence on
American society. Overall, do you think that (these religions) have
a positive or negative influence on American society.today?”

Christlans 85%
M Jews 58
N Muslims 28
® Mormons 43
m Scientologists 21
M Buddhists 29
| Athelsts 14

Note: Figures were rounded to the nearest number,

15 4 23
32 4 35
27 5 26
39 3 as
33 2 35
61 4 22

ference,” said Al-Marayati. “In
that case, houses of worship are
creating more divisions rather than
positive relations out of their
faith.”

Other results of the survey,
which Barna estimates is accurate
within plus or minus 3%:

o Only 15% believed that Jews
had a negative influence and 58%
said their influence is good—a
finding that one Los Angeles Jew-
ish offxclal called “very hearten-

ing.”

e Mormons—adherents of the

Utah-based church that was
widely attacked by other American
Christians in the 19th and early
20th centuries—were seen as a
positive force by 43% and a nega-
tive one by 27%.

e Scientologists were rated by
39% as negative influences and
21% -as positive forces, but nearly
four of 10 respondents had no
opinion on the 41-year-old reli-
gious group.

o Atheists not only received the
highest negative rating, 61%; but
the lowest positive evaluation,
14%.

That came as no surprise to
organized nonbelievers. “We cer-
tainly don’t have a good reputation
among believers,” said Kenneth
Bonnell of Eagle Rock, co-presi-
dent of Atheists United. “We
would rather that the figures were
the other way around.”

Bonnell attributed the negative
view of atheists to the “religious
texture of the United States” and to
conservative Christians who often
blame atheists for opposing school
prayer even though many Jewish
and Christian bodies also advocate
strict church-state separation.

David Lehrer, regional director
of the Anti-Defamation League in
Los Angeles, said he was heart-
ened by the large number who
regard Jews as positive influences
in U.S. society. At the same time,
he said, “it clearly indicates there’s
a lot of work yet to be done in
terms of acceptance and under-
standing of nontraditional religions
in this country.”

Buddhist leader Henry Shinn of

Redlands said that the 33% nega-

.society,” she said, noting that the

Los Angeles Times,

tive evaluation of Buddhist influ-
ence in this country “is because
[people] don’t know much about
Buddhism.”

“As students learn more about )
the basic teachings of Buddhism,
we will have better opinions ex-
pressed in the future,” said Shinn,
who is one of five co-presidents of
the American Buddhist Congress, a
pan- -Buddhist group headquartered
in Los Angeles.

Likewise, with 26% saying they
did not know if Mormons are a
positive or negative influence, the
poll “demonstrates there is still a
large part of the population that do
not know us,” said Keith Atkinson,
the California public affairs repre-
sentative for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, the
formal name for the Mormons. !

Church spokesman Don Lefevre
of Salt Lake City added: “We’re
happy that our positive influence
was seen as higher than a negative
influence, but we are disappointed
that the survey was crafted in a
way that implied [we] are other
than Christian.” .

he worldwide Mormon church
body recently launched a pub- "
lic relations effort to discourage
nonmembers from identifying it
primarily as ‘the Mormon
Church.” The church also an-
nounced that “Jesus Christ” will be
printed in larger letters in its name
on written materials and even-
tually on its church buildings.
The Church. of Scientology, .
which is headquartered in Holly-

wood but has a presence in 122 |

countries, also has struggled with
its public image after years of
news-making clashes with gov-
ernment agencies and critics who
question its claim to be a religion. .

Spokeswoman Wendy Beccacci-
ni took the survey results as a
challenge.

“It tells us that we need to
concentrate on the 40% of the-
population who don’t yet know
about the many benefits and posi-
tive effects Scientology creates in

Internal Revenue Service certified
Scientology as a religious, tax-
exempt body in 1993,
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