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N American private

detective, hired by

attorneys acting for

the Church of Scien-
tology, has approached
friends and relations of the
makers of a British tele-
vision biography of the
Church’'s founder. visiting
home addresses discovered
by trickery.

He has then spread allega-
tions that the film-makers
may be implicated in an
international conspiracy of
extortion and money-
laundering.

Simon Berthon. the execu-
tive producer of the film
about L Ron Hubbard. shown
in the Secret Lives series on
Channel 4 last night, con-
demned the detective's
activities yesterday as a
-'peculiar and subtle form of
barassment”’.

He said the Scientologists’

' agents bad somehow man-

aged to establish which tele-
phone numbers he and the
film’s producer-director, Jill
Robinson, had recently rung
on their private lines.

Those numbers had then
been rung by 2 woman claim-
ing to be conducting a survey
of television-viewing habits.
The woman promised a
year's free magazine sub-

.scription to those who took
‘partin the survey — thereby

et 2t s £'loee s mlrmeme?

addresses. Soon afterwards
the detective, Eugene M In-
gram. of Los Angeles,
arrived on the friends™ door-
steps, saving that he was
inquiring about Mr Berthon
and Ms Robinson in connec-
tion with an international
conspiracy of extortion and
money-laundering.

Mr Berthon said that the
allegations appeared to have
sprung from a payment of
£2.000 that his company had
made for access to an archive
of material on the
Scientologists.

Ms Robinson, 43, said ves-
terday that about eight of her
friends and associates in
England. including her par-:
ents and her hairdresser. had
been visited by Mr Ingram.
Four of those had earlier
received telephone calls
from a woman claiming to be
conducting a survey of tele-
vision-viewing habits.

She said that she and her
crew had also been followed
by detectives in the United
States. Canada and England.
ever since they started mak-
ing the film last June.

“It's a bit spooky.,” she
said. *‘I just don't see what it
is they hope to achieve,
except they seek to intimi-
date me.”

Mr Berthon said that when
friends began toc compiain
shat thev had been vicited by

L Ron Hubbard, church founder. and film

12 friends and relations
whom he had recently tele-
phoned from home.

“Qut of 12 calls made. I
have discovered that nine
bave been telephoned by a
woman offering a free maga-
zine if they take partina TV
viewing-habit survey and
give their name and ad-
dress.” Three of those nine
had subsequently been vis-
ited by Mr Ingram.

““This is well beyvond coin-
cidence,” said Mr Berthon.

Among them was a friend
and npeighbour, Charlotte
Joll, whom he had tele-
phoned recently to accept a
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for his daughter. She said:
“Last Friday afternoon a
man rang on the doorbell
showing me his private
investigator's licence and
then asked asked me if I
knew someone he was trying
to get in touch with.

*‘He showed me three pho-
tographs of a2 man I had
never seen before and said
this guy was wanted for some
kind of offence to do with
getting money fraudulently.
I had po idea what it was
about. Then he mentioned
Simon Berthon's name. Did 1
know him? 1 said ‘Yes, our
friends.' I then

AL % i mas e

had told me a coupie of days
earlier that she bad been
rung by someone purporting
to do be doing research on
our television viewing hab-
its, offering her a year's sub-
scription to her favourite
magazine and asking for our
address.”

Miss Joll said that Mr
Ingram had not mentioned
the Scientologists.

Another of Mr Berthon's
friends who was asked to
take part in a telephone sur-
vey was Dorothy Byrne, the
editor of IT\ s The Big Story.

She said that Mr Ingram

had telephoned her at her
Efirma at D000 VViciAan caVINGD

producer Jill Robinson, who said friends and relatives had been telephoned

that he was a private detec-
tive investigating extortion,
and asking for information
about Mr Berthon and Ms
Robinson.

1 told him that Simon was
one of the most highly
regarded people in tele-
vision. I also told him that in
Britain we don't really appre-
ciate private detectives
hanging around outside
people’s houses.

“*Then on Friday I received
a phone call from a woman
saying that she was doing a
survey of TV viewing habits.
1 told her I didn't want to
answer her guestions. She
caid <he represented an orga-

nisation called Clark TV,
which makes TV pro-
grammes. I thought it was
peculiar that they would be
doing surveys of viewing
habits.”

Bernard Clark. chief exec-
utive of Clark TV Produc-
tions, said yesterday that his
company never conducted
surveys of that sort. ““There
is no way we would ever do
TV-viewing surveys,” he
said. ‘‘They have made a
mistake by using our name.”

Another friend of Mr
Berthon's who preferred not
to be named, said the family
au pair had received a tele-
phone call last T_tgprsday

mme on Scientology says he hasbeen the victim of ‘subtle harassment’. TOM UTLEY reports

LEGAL MOVES

THE SCIENTOLOGISTS
are considering taking
legal action against
Channel 4 following last
night’s highly critical
programme on the activi-
ties of their founder,
L Ron Hubbard, writes
Victoria .  Combe,
Churches Correspondent.
The movement, which
has a following of Holiy-
wood stars including
John Travolta and and
Nicole EKidman, has
enlisted the services of
the libel solicitor, Peter
Carter-Ruck & Partners.
The Scientolegists
claim that the pro-
gramme, in the Secret
Lives series, was “grossly
unfair”’ and amounts to a
“character assassina-
tion” of L Ron Hubbard.
Their solicitors have
written to the Indepen-
dent Television Commis-
sion attacking the meth-
ods used in making the

documentary and
demanding “immediate
intervention”.

The Scientology move-
ment is now recognised
as a charch by the United
States tax authorities.

ment made by Mr Berthon
and dismissing all allega-
tions against Mr Ingram’s
conduct as false.

In it. Mr Abelson said that
be had hired Mr Ingram to
investigate internaticnal
conspirators who were trying
to extort money from
Churches of Scientology with
help from the media.

Mr Berthon and Ms Robin-
son had been in touch with
some of these people, said
Mr Abelson. ““Consequently
1 have retained Mr Ingram,
as part of his investigatory
duties, to determine whether
individuals including Ms
Robinson and her producer
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one of the most highly
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nisation called Clark TV,
which makes TV pro-
grammes. [ thought it was
peculiar that they would be
doing surveys of viewing
habits.”

Bernard Clark, chief exec-
utive of Clark TV Produc-
tions, said yesterday that his
company never conducted
surveys of that sort. “There
is no way we would ever do
TV-viewing surveys,”” he
said. ‘“They have made a
mistake by using our name.”’

Another friend of Mr
Berthon’s who preferred not
to be named, said the family
au pair had received a tele-
phone call last Thursday
from a woman telling “a
cock-and-bull story about a
survey”. The au pair had
been promised a free maga-
zine subscription and had
given her address.

On Sunday Mr Berthon's
friend answered the door to a
man who said he was a pri-
vate detective, trying to find
a man who had put money
into a laundering account..

He showed her a photo-
graph of Mr Berthon getting
into his car and asked if she
knew him. He then said that
Mr Berthon had put the mon-
ey into the ‘‘laundering
account” and that this was
an offence.

The friend said: “I said I

was surprised to hear that -

because he was an upright
citizen with a good reputa-
tion. He did not mention the
Scientologists once.

“I thought ‘how the hell
did he get my number?’ Then
we worked backwards.

*The thing that worries me
most is how they can get par-
ticulars of the numbers
Simon had rung.”

Asked about these facts
this week, the Church of
Scientology said: ‘‘It sounds
very intriguing. It sounds
bizarre.”

Graeme Wilson, public
affairs director of the Church
in the United Kingdom, said
that Mr Ingram had been
hired by an American attor-
ney, Elliot J Abelson of Los

-Angeles, which acted for the

Church. He faxed to The
Daily Telegraph a letter from
Mr Abelson to DJ Freeman,
Mr Berthon's solicitor, reply-
ing to a complaint of harass-

BN 10 Lhe Indepe
dent Television Commis-
sion attacking the meth-
ods used in making the

documentary and
demanding “immediate
intervention”.

The Scientology move-
ment is now recogni
as a church by the United
States tax authorities.

ment made by Mr Berthon
and dismissing all allega-
tions against Mr Ingram’s
conduct as false.

In it, Mr Abelson said that
he had hired Mr Ingram to
investigate international
conspirators who were trying
to extort money from
Churches of Scientology with
help from the media.

Mr Berthon and Ms Robin-
son had been in touch with
some of these people, said
Mr Abelson. “Consequently
I have retained Mr Ingram,
as part of his investigatory
duties, to determine whether

individuals including Ms

Robinson and her producer
Simon Berthon are know-
ingly acting in furtherance of
the intentions of the sus.
pected conspirators."”

Mr Abelson said in the let-
ter: “Mr Ingram is pursuing
his investigation candidly
and openly in direct contrast
to Ms Robinson’s inquiries in
the United States. Any com-
plaints about his activities in
this regard from your clients
are rejected.”

For the Church, Mr Wilson
said that in preparing the
documentary, Mr Berthon’s
3MB Television had made no
attempt to contact either the
Church of Scientology or Mr
Hubbard’s
biographer. Tl

Instead, Ms Robinson had
travelled around America-
interviewing the ‘‘worst pos- -

sible detractors she could
dredgeup’’. .

Mr Ingram could not be
reached last night. ~*

In 1984 a British High
Court judge attacked the
Church of Scientology as
‘‘corrupt, sinister and
dangerous.”

“It is sinister,” said Mr
Justice Latey, ‘“‘because it
indulges in sinister practices
both to its adherents who do
not toe the line unquestion-
ingly and to those outside
who criticise or oppose it.”
Mr Hubbard died in 1986.

A Home Office spokesman
said that he thought it was
not a criminal offence to run
a bogus telephone survey in
order to discover addresses.

““It is deceptive, but I can’t
see how it could form an
offence of deception,’” he
said.
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by Scientology

The sect has hired a private eye to follow the
documentary film who, it claims, are out to

JILL ROBINSON'S passion is
horse-riding. As a busy director
of television documnentaries, she
likes to relax by heading out of
London to the horse she keeps in
the Kent counmyside.

A few davs ago, her idyvll
was shattered when two Amer-
ican men turned up at the smail,
isolated stables. Purporting to be
her friends, they asked the sta-
ble-owner if she knew where Ms
Robinson was. The woman be-
came suspicious and they left.
The same day;, 2 card was pushed
through Ms Rocinson's letterbox.
It came from someone calied
Eugene Ingram, of Ingram
investigations, Caiifornia, and
said he was investigating a case
of attempted extortion. Would
she call him?

Ms Robinson knows all about
Mr Ingram. For weeks this pri-
vate detective and his colleagues
have been keeping watch on hez

- By Chris Blackhurst -~

Her car has been followed, her  gramme is the result of a con-
friends have been approached.
Her colleagues have received vis-
its and cails from Mr Ingram at
their nomes. And all because Ms
Ropinson is the director of 2
forthcoming Secret Lives pro-  to your religion. Ms Robinson,
gramume for Channel + about the
founding father of Saentoiogy.
L Ren Hubbard - a man who
died 11 years ago.

Mr Ingram has been hired by
the Church of Sdentoiogy to in-
vestgate the programme and its
makers. To that end, Mr Ingram,
whe regularly works for the
Church, has tailed Ms Robinson
and her colleagues from 3BM,
the production company, across
America and, more recently,
around the Home Coundes.

The aim of Mr Ingram and his
client is to prove that the pro-

spiracy by people in America to
extort cash from the church. Pay
us, so the Sdientologists’ theory
goes. and we will stop going to
the media with stories harmful

who has preduced negative re-
ports befcre on Scientology,
must, they feel, be more than a
reporter going about her job. and
be wrapred up in some greater
web of intigue.

Taik to the church and it be-
comes obvious that its senior
members believe the plot ranges
far and wide. Channel 4, they
suspect. may also be invoived.
Senior church officials have vis-
ited Channel ¥'s offices, de-
manding to meet Michael
Jackson, the station controller. Mr
Jackson and his staff have been

makers of a
destroy it

deluged with phone calls and let-
ters from hundreds of members,
incuding John Travolta, the ac-
tor, imploring them to stop per-
secudng the church. Several of
the calls and letters make refer-
ence to Germany where the au-

thorities are attempting to

suppress Sdentology.

When the Channel 4 pro-A

gramme appears, on 19 No-
vember, the howls of rage - and
the church’'s deepening sense of
parancia - will only intensity.

FORRY ACKERMAN knew it
was ame to quit Scentology
when Nibbs Hubbard remem-
bered what it was like to be a
clam on a beach. According to the
teaching of Nibbs's father, L
Ren, we are all inhabited by im-
mortal souls, or thetans in 5d-
entology terminology. We die,
but our thetans live on. As a re-
sult. claimed L Ron, it is possi-

EXTe710m) — == Neep TO

&&Kklm Yoo
7m Joms =

-

Dogged pursuit: the Scientologists’ private eye, Eugene ingram (left), who is following Jili Robinson, and the message he left

ble to remember our past lives.
In Nibos 5 case that meant going
right back to the beginning, as a
clam on the foreshore.

Listening to Nibbs's account,
Mr Ackerman, until then L Ren’s
literary agent, had enough. “Well,
when it got back o the individ-
ual who was a clam, lving on a
primatial seashore, with a grain
of sand iTitating 2 peari inside
it. I decided that was as far back
as [ wanted o g0, and [ just de-
parted rom Sdentoiogy alto-
gether.” he says in the Secrer Lves
programme.

Mr s&kerman’sioss of faith is
portraved as one of a series of
blows to the Hubbard iegend.
Nibbs. relates Jim Dincaic, L
Ron's personal medical officer,
only remembered what it was
like to be a clam after his father
pumped him with ampneta-
mine. Similarly, the defining
momer.tin L Ron’s life. suggests

—

the programme, was also drug-
induced. Hubbard alwayvs

- cdaimed that in 1938 an event

took place that shaped his entire
life and laid the foundation for
what later became Sdentology.
Mr Ackerman says Hubbard
told him how he died on the op-
eratng table, rose in spirit form,
and looked at the body he had
previously inhabited. “He
shrugged the shoulders nedidn't
have any more, and he thought:
‘Well, where do we go om
here? Off in the distance he saw
a great ornate gate, which lcoked
kind of interesting o him. 50 he
waiked over to it. and the gate

just opened without any human
assistance. He tloated through
and on the other side he saw an
intellectual smorgasbord of
evervthing that had puzzled
the mind of man - you know,
how did it begin, what is God’s
purpose. where do we go from

here, are there past lives. are
there furure Hves?”

The deac L Ron was 2bsord-
ing this trormatdon iike a sponge
when a voice saic: “He s not
ready,” and he retumned ‘o life.
“Idon't know how vou dizand
the nex: minuse you re bound-
ing off an operaging tablz,” savs
Mr Ackermarn.

The fruit o7 this fantastc 2n-
counter was Ixziliur or the
Darx Sword, the most secet taxt
of Saentology. Hubbard said he
rushed cff and committed the be-
vend-the-grave “axperiznce” 1o
paper. Unrortenately, savs Mr
Ackerman, it was not gu2: Huo-
bard never died, as he claimed.
Excalibur was based on a dream
he had when under the infiu-
ence of laugfung gas while hav-
ing two teeth removed.

Tellingiy. many of the blows
to Hubbard are delivered on
camera by recple who knew the
man. Hubrard said that while
serving at sea in the Second
World War he had been biinded
and aippled. But irspired by the

hotted up. By some means,
someone had obtained her
shccdng scheduie: everwhere
the Sim crew went, there were
cars tailing them. The surved-
lance was coupled with calls in
the middle of the night c the
rocms of the 3BM crew. )

On one oczasion, in Denver,
Ms Roeinsen and her team teok
a wreng furning and ended up
in an industnai wasteland. The
car behind them also toox the
wreng turning and ended up in
the same desolate patch.

In San Francisco, her cam-
eraman chalienged the driver of
acar watching them filming. He
hid his face and sped off. in Fleri-
da, she and her cqew went to a
mall to do some shopping. They
stepped a Volvo and asked the
driver why he was following
them. He said he was from New
York and there were three of
them on the job, getting paid to0
follow her around.

Back in England, Ms Robin-
son's fears intensified. While
she was editing the film, her
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