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By William Drozdiak
Washington Post

Berlin

A vitriolic feud between Ger-
man authorities and the Church of
Scientology has intensified in the
wake of accusations by American

celebrities that the Bonn govern-
ment is oppressing members of the .
group in the same way that the Na--

zi regime persecuted the Jews.

A letter, signed by 34 promi-
nent figures in the U.S. entertain-
ment industry and published last
week in the International Herald
Tribune, is the latest round in an
emotional publicity campaign
waged by Scientologists and their
supporters comparing the treat-
ment of church members in con-
temporary Germany with that of
Jews in Adolf Hitler’s day.

The letter included the names
of actors Dustin Hoffman and Gol-

die Hawn, director Oliver Stone,
novelists Mario Puzo and Gore Vi-
dal, and TV talk show host Larry
King.

Germany has barred Scientolo-
gy members from belonging to the
main political parties, and the
state of Bavaria has started screen-
ing all applicants for civil service
jobs to determine if they are mem-

‘bers of the group.

Last summer, the youth wing:

of Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s Chris-
tian Democratic Party tried unsuc-
cessfully to mount a nationwide
boycott of the movie “Mission Im-
possible” because its star, Tom

- Cruise, is a Scientologist. In 1995,

the state of Baden-Wuerttemberg
blocked a performance by jazz pia-
nist Chick Corea because he is a
member.

The open letter accuses the
government of excluding children
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.S. Celebrities Defend Scientology

‘This organized oppression is beginning
to sound familiar . . . like the Germany
of 1936 rather than 1996

— LETTER SIGNED BY U.S. CELEBRITIES

of -Scientologists from public
schools and draws a parailel be-
tween efforts to boycott perfor-
mances by actors and musicians
who are Scientologists to the book-

burnings staged by Nazis in the .

1930s.

. “These acts are intolerable in
any country that conceives of it-
self as a modern democracy,” it
said. “This organized oppression is
beginning to sound familiar ...
like the Germany of 1936 rather
than 1996.”

Kohl responded by denouncing
the celebrities as hopelessly igno-

rant about the true situation in his
country. “They don’t know any-
thing about Germany, and they
don’t want to, either. Otherwise,
they wouldn’t have talked such
rubbish,” he said.

In a rare display of unity, lead-
ers of Germany’s Jewish communi-
ty and German politicians of every
ideological stripe have rallied
around Kohl in denouncing the ad-
vertising blitz as a gross distortion
of history that offends the dignity
of those who died in the concentra-
tion camps.

“To compare our efforts to ex-

pose the machinations of Sciento-
logy with the methods of Hitler is
nothing more than a display of
coarse - tastelessness toward the
victims of Auschwitz,” Labor Min-
ister Norbert Bluem said.

Ignatz Bubis, president of the
Central Council of Jews in Germa-
ny, said that conditions in modern
Germany bear no resemblance to
the Nazi era and that any attempt
to link them is “insulting to the
memory of the victims.”

The Scientologists, who have
recruited about 30,000 followers in
Germany since 1970, insist that
they represent a godless religion
that strives for spiritual growth
and self-improvement. But Ger-
man authorities contend it is a dan-
gerous cult that brainwashes its
members and forces them to pay

enormous sums of money for what.

amounts to thought control. The
interior ministers of all 16 German
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in Germany

states have urged a tougher policy
against Scientology.

In December, Kohl’s govern-
ment said it was setting up a cen-
tral office to coordinate federal
and state.efforts against the move-
ment, including the possibility of
placing it under round-the-clock
surveillance as an extremist orga-
nization with global political aims.

The German government’s
measures against Scientology have
elicited criticism and charges of
human rights violations from the
United Nations and some foreign
governments, including the Unit-
ed States. But German officials say
they are acting within the bounds
of their postwar constitution,
which allows the state to take ac-
tion to prevent the growth of coer-
cive or totalitarian movements
that are deemed a threat to the
country’s democracy.
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U.S. Challenges
German Stand
on Scientology

‘By THOMAS W. LIPPMAN
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON—The State De-
partment’s annual survey of hu-
man rights conditions around the
world will contain expanded,
toughened language criticizing
Germany for restrictions on the
Church of Scientology and its
members, administration officials
say.

The report, to be issued Wednes-
day, will chastise Germany for what
a senior administration official

called “a campaign of harassment .

and intimidation” against the con-
troversial church. He said the
United States, seeking to protect

religious freedom, has urged Ger-.

many through diplomatic channels
“not to prosecute people for wrong
thinking” but has been rebuffed.
The German response is, “We
won't change our policy, no matter
what you say,” a German diplomat
here said. “You are a big country.
You can afford to have militias and
cults. We can’t.” He said Germany,
with 80 million people in a Mon-
tana-size country and a unique
sensitivity to the dangers of “ex-
tremism” because of its Nazi past,
is obliged to limit activities of

groups perceived as threats to.

national well-being.

The U.S.-German disagreement
over Scientology is a rare irritant
in America’s generally excellent
relations with a key European ally.
Although both sides agree it is
hardly a major source of friction,
the issue has a high decibel level
because of the involvement of
high-profile Scientologists such as
actor Tom Cruise.

The subject is emotional also
because of charges by the Scien-
tologists that Germany’s treatment
of them recalls the Nazis' persecu-
tion of the Jews—a charge guaran-
teed to infuriate and pain Germans.

On Friday, the Church of Scien-
tology in Germany filed a com-
plaint with the European Commis-
sion on Human Rights, in
Strasbourg, France, against the
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German government—claiming
that the organization and its “pa-
rishioners” have been subjected to
“a systematic campaign of dis-
crimination . .. in violation of
their human rights.”

Officials in Germany say they
are empowered by the first article
of the German Constitution to pro-
tect “the dignity of the individual,”
a mandate widely interpreted here
as a requirement to protect “vul-
nerable” people from religious
cults.

The Clinton administration has
been trying to walk a fine line,
standing up for the principle of
freedom of worship but distancing
itself from the Scientologists’ de-
nunciations of a democratic ally.

“We have criticized the Ger-
mans on this, but we aren’t going to
support the Scientologists’ terror
tactics against the German gov-
ernment,” State Department
spokesman Nicholas Burns said.

Burns criticized statements from
church supporters likening the
campaign against Scientology to
the Nazis’ anti-Semitic programs,
as did an open letter to German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl earlier
this month signed by 34 celebrities
and published as a full-page adver-
tisement in the New York Times
and the Paris-based International
Herald Tribune.

Burns and other officials said the
issue is not whether Scientology is
good or bad, benign or malevolent.
They said the United States is
obliged to support the church in
the brawl between Germany and
the Scientologists because German
actions may have infringed on the
rights of US. citizens who are
Scientologists by encouraging a
boycott of Cruise’s movies. and
restricting performances by jazz
pianist Chick Corea.

The youth wing of the governing

Christian Democratic Union organ-
ized boycotts of “Mission Impos-
sible,” starring Cruise, last summer
in several German states. And
well-known Christian Democratic
politicians have said publicly that
Corea has no business playing in
Germany, particularly not at con-
certs with official sponsorship.

During the “Mission Impossible”
boycott, there were isolated re-
ports of film posters and theaters
being vandalized.

Scientology is a fast-growing
international organization, founded
in the 1950s by American science
fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard,
whose writings remain the group’s
guiding texts. The church claims
8 million members worldwide, in-'
cluding about 30,000 in Germany.
The German government says the
membership is smaller, perhaps
between 10,000 and 20,000.

Scientology has long fought for
legal acceptance'as a religion and

has succeeded in many countries,

including the United States, where
in 1993 it was given the same
tax-exempt status as other reli-
gions.’ :

To the Gérman government,
however, Scientology is not a le-
gitimate religion but a greedy,
cult-like organization built on
“pseudo-science,” in which “mem-
bership can lead to psychological
and physical dependency, to finan-
cial ruin and even to suicide,”
according to a position paper dis-
tributed by the German Embassy
here. ,

In Germany, the federal govern-
ment has the power not only to
decide whether organizations are
churches or not, but it aiso handles
tithing, in the form of payroll-
deductions at pre-determined
amounts. Under this state-led sys-
tem, members of organizations that
do not get listed as authentic
religions do not have complete
guarantees of religious freedom.

The German position paper also
says that “the German government
has not taken any legislative action -
against the Scientology organiza-
tion,” but some German state gov-
ernments have. In heavily Catholic
Bavaria, for instance, all applica-
tions for well-paid civil service
jobs are screened for affiliation
with the Church of Scientology.
Those who admit to a connection
are not hired.

The Scientologists say they are
“blacklisted, boycotted, vilified,
ostracized and threatened” be-
cause of their church membership.

Church of Scientology head-
quarters in Munich have docu-
mented more than 100 incidents in
which members—and even Ger-.
mans incorrectly “outed” as mem-
bers—have been discriminated
against, either by branches of the
state, or by private organizations
ranging from golf clubs to art
galleries. :

Many banks in Germany have
policies against making loans to

_Scientologists, or letting Scientolo-

gists hold accounts. Newspapers in
Germany refuse to accept adver-
tising from companies owned by
Scientologists. Teachers have been
drummed out of their positions
when parents have learned they
practice Scientology outside the
clasgroom.
Children have lost their places in
private kindergartens when direc-
“tors have learned that their par-
ents are Scientologists.
The Christian Democrats have
+ resolved to ban all Scientologists.
frot the party on the grounds that
their religion is incompatible with
“Christian ethics.” The main oppo-
sition party, the Social Democrats,
also reject Scientologist members,
and even the Progressive Greens
have taken actions against Scien-
tology.

Times staff writer Mary Williams
Walsh in Berlin contributed to this
report,
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Did anyone
. notice Lisa
looked bad?

Always remember that the weird
founder of the Church of Scientology, L.
Ron Hubbard, got his start writing bad,

* very bad, science fiction.

Were the story of Lisa McPherson
not such a tragic, sordid tale of neglect
and anguish and death, the behavior of
Scientology officials in obfuscating the
details of her last comatose days in the

" “custodial” “care” of the “‘church”
would seem like something out of *“Plan
9 From Outer Space” — laughable,
clumsy and unbelievable.

.. On Nov. 18, 1995, McPherson, a
longtime Scientologist, was involved in a
minor fender-bender in Clearwater.
Paramedics arriving on the scene discov-
ered the 36-year-old woman wandering
nude down the street. She was taken to
Morton Plant Hospital for observation.

Hotel Twilight Zone

- But no sooner did McPherson ar-
rive at the hospital than she was
whisked away by Scientology officials
and taken to the clan’s Fort Harrison
Hotel twilight zone. '

*. The group’s officials assured Mor-
ton Plant doctors McPherson would be
well cared for by her “friends” 24
hours a day. Two and a half weeks lat-
er, Lisa McPherson was dead, dehy-
drated, covered by insect bites,
bruised.

_ And now the Hubbardites are
claiming everyone is picking on them.
Imagine how Lisa McPherson must
have felt in the waning moments of
her consciousness? Some friends.
Some ‘“‘church.”

onday, January 27, 1997
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Where's Rod Serling when you re-

ally need him?

" Pinellas-Pasco Medical Examiner
Joan Wood has concluded McPherson
died of a blood clot induced by severe
dehydration, perhaps as long as five to
10 days before her death.

Since the McPherson story became
public, thanks to the deft reporting by
this paper’s own Cheryl Waldrip, the -
Clearwater Police Department has be-
gun an investigation into the woman'’s
death, which law enforcement officials
regard as “‘suspicious."”

Gee, no kidding?

As you can well appreciate, the
Scientologists have branded any hint
they might be responsible for McPher-
son's death a tissue of lies, all lies.
The media has lied. The medical ex-
aminer has lied. The Clearwater cops
have lied.

So easily cleared up

Of course, being called a liar by the
Scientologists, masters of delusion, de-
ception and dissembling on an order
that makes David Copperfield seem
like a mere three-card monte artist, is
like being lectured to on human rights
by Pol Pot.

The death of Lisa McPherson isn’t
suspicious? Well, fine, let’s take the
Scientologists at their word. No ques-
tion, they can easily clear up all the
suspicions, such as:

8 Why was a near-death, comatose
McPherson schlepped 20 miles away
to finally — FINALLY — see a doctor
(who just so happened to be a Sciento-
logist) when Morton Plant Hospital
was literally blocks and moments
away? Hmmmmm?

- - 1 As her weight precipitously
dropped and sores appeared on her
body and McPherson lapsed into a co-
ma, perhaps as much as 48 hours be-
fore she DIED, didn’t anyone over
there at the Fort Harrison notice Mc-
Pherson wasn’t looking too good?
ANYONE??! ANYONE AT ALL!?? Or
was everyone too busy reading *‘Di-
anetics” to pay attention to a dying,
helpless woman?

B Oddly enough, three Scientology
employees, Suzanne Schnuremberger,
Ildiko Cannovas and Laura Arrunda,
who had administrative oversight of

_McPherson during her life and death

in the custody of the “church,” have
oh, so conveniently “left the country.”
Suspicious? No, not at all, according to
the good friars of the Fort Harrison.
" There are many, many other ques-
tions surrounding McPherson’s
strange, suspicious death, but perhaps
this one lingers most odiously: Just
what parts of the Scientologists’ eva-
sions is anyone supposed to believe —
with a straight face?

_ Why, it's almost like a plot out of a
... bad, very bad, science fiction sto-

ry.
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Tom Cruise’

& Nicole’s
sizzling
love life

kinky pool purfiés
& much more




Tom says he and Nicole, whom he calls
the love of his life, will be on their
honeymoon for the rest of their lives.

By Steve Tinney

ROMANTIC midnight skinny-dips ...
lusty love poems ... aromatherapy ... can-
dlelit baths for two ... weekend sex mara-
thons.

All this is part of the secret life of Holly-
wood’s most private yet passionate
couple — Tom Cruise and Nicole Kid-

man.

Sources close to the Jerry Maguire
hunk — who once considered becoming a
priest — giggle that the big-screen heart-
throb and his Australian-born actress
wife still can't keep their hands off each
other six years after tying the knot.

“I've never metanyone in Hollywood as
much inlust as Tom and Nicole,” claims a
Los Angeles socialite and an old friend of
the actor’s. “It's as though you could cut
the sexual energy between them with a
knife.”

Adds one Hollywood producer: “They
are closer than Siamese twins!”

According to another insider, Nicole,
29, once confided that she and her irresis-
tible. 34-year-old hubby love to unwind

SEXY marrjage

@ Weekend bedroom marathons
@ Skinny-dipping at midnight
@ Candlelit baths

marriage, he and Nic, as he af-
fectionately calls her. have

with a nude swim in the pool at
their lush Pacific Palisades,
Calif.. estate.
~ “The pool is hidden from
3 view by an enormous hedge,”
;. the source says. “And Nicole
N says that after the children are
Etucked in, they turn all the
3 lights off around the pool so
= they can get silly and paddle
% around in the moonlight.”
“She says that she and Tom

like to share a chilled bottle of
champagne during those ro-
mantic nude dips.

Tom, who still carries
around the first photo he ever
saw of his wife, and Nicole —
currently starring in the flick,
The Portrait of a Lady — have
two adopted children: Isabel-
la, 4, and 2-year-old Connor.
They married in 1990 in a

fairy-tale, super-secret cere-
mony in Telluride, Colo.

“Before I met Nic my life
was work, work, work. And
then I met her and it was like,
‘Oh, my God." ”

When he was sure the red-
haired beauty was “the one,”
Tom quietly slipped a $200,000
diamond engagement ring on
herfinger while she was sleep-

ing. When his future Mrs.
awoke, she also discovered a
$40.000 pair of matching ear-
rings under her pillow, and a
note that read: “My darling,
Nicole, I chased you and
chased you until you finally
caught me. Now, will you mar-
ry me?”

Adds another friend: “Tom
once told me that since their

never spent more than two
weeks apart.

“When he was filming Mis-
sion Impossible. and Nicole
was away working on another
film, he complained that he
had trouble sleeping because
she wasn't next to him in bed.

“I remember how sad he
looked when he said: ‘God, 1
miss Nic. I can’t sleep and |
have no appetite.'” The source




also re-
calls how the
superstar’s face

“would light up” when Nicole
telephoned him on the Mission
set. For his part, Tom says he
and his loving wife will “be on
our honeymoon for the rest of
our lives.”

Another close friend tells
STAR that Tom once admitted
he would scrawl love notes for
Nicole and leave them on his
pillow next to his sleeping wife
when he had to leave their bed
for an early film shoot.

“But I never dared ask Tom
to recite the poems,” says the
source. “He's so private that
all he said was: ‘I write them
for the love of my life.’”

Sources also reveal how ex-
travagant and totally unpre-
dictable the dark, handsome
hunk can be when it comes to
pleasing the love of his life.

“One time
he took over an en-
tire restaurant in London just
so they could have atotally pri-
vate candlelit dinner for two,”
the pal says.

“Anothertime he and Nicole
discovered a bumper-car pa-
vilion that was closed. Some-
how he got a hold of the
operator and had him open it
up just so he and Nicole could
drive the cars around alone.

“Then she hopped out of her
car and jumped into his,
where she sat on his lap and
kissed him all over while he
blindly bumped into all the
other vacant cars.”

Those close to the good-
looking couple scoff at tired
old rumors that the screen star

is gay.
“Believe me
Tom is as heterosexual as
they come,” says one insider.
“In fact, Nicole once confid-
ed: ‘I wish everyone had as
great a lover and husband as I
do. I'm so lucky.’ ” Adds the in-
sider: “There are many week-
ends when Tom and Nicole are
home that they'll tell you in no
uncertain terms that the house
is off limits to all visitors.
Visitors to their mansion
marvel at the gigantic whirl-
pool tub in the master suite
complete with gold-plated wa-
ter jets and surrounded by
more than adozen aromathera-

py can-
dles and jars
filled with perfumed

soaps.

“The tub fits two,” Nicole
tells friends with a sly wink.
“And I'm not talking about our
kids. This part of the house is
off limits to everyone but Tom
and me.”

Says their pal: “Tom and Ni-
cole are lusty people but
they’re also very attentive par-
ents. They have two nannies,
but when they take their kids
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Lusty Nicole
and Tom
keep a
section of
their house
off-limits to
everyone
else,
including
their two
children. She
has boasted
to others: “1
wish
everyone
had as great
a lover and
‘husband as |
do.”

visit friends
the nannies are left
at home.

“One time when Tom plant-
ed a sneaky kiss on the back of
Nicole’s neck, little Isabella
squealed with delight: ‘I saw
you Daddy.’ Tom turned beet
red and then Nicole giggled:
‘Bella, that's what makes Mom-
my happy.’”
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