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A proposed chiirter b

ceiving close scrutiny’ from ; Los
Angeles Unified School District
officials, who are concerned, about
, the organizer’s ties td'the Church
" of Scientology and; are/gyestioning
whether church' teachings ‘would
appear in the new.public s¢hool.
' Advocates of the Northwest
Charter School acknowledge ;that
they want to employ teaching
methods developed by Scientology
founder L. Ron Hubbard, but-say
his system emphasizes common-
sense strategies appropriate for a
public school setting and children

5 the

~~east San. Fernando- Valley. is; re-

After hearing of a possible Scien-
tology link, however, school board
President Julie Korenstein placed
the charter school proposal on the
agenda of the board's closed-door

session for discussion Monday. She 1

and other board members expressed
concern that the Hubbard materials
could violate the separation of
church and state.

““We cannot turn our public
school students and monies into a

- religipus’ institution,” said board

member David Tokofsky. “It’s a
problem on a fundamental consti-
tutional level.”.

Scientology was founded by
Hubbard in the early 1950s as a

- movement combining philosophy,

modern psychoanalysis and East-

~ern religion into a gystem aimed at

self-improvement.';Criticized as a
cult unforgiving of defectors and a

- front for a profit-driven business,

o Ple}nse.pe}e SCHOOL, A10

of any religion.
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Continued from Al
the controversial “movement "re-‘;]
ceived official. status -as a tax-|'.
exempt religion: in:1993 from the 4
Internal Revenye Service. B
Its potential ties to the proposed
Northwest. Charter:School are es-
pecially sensitive' because under -
state law, charter:schools are al-
lowed to operate outside many
rules that constrain curriculum and .
budgets, even though they usually ; .
receive theii* state funding through
their sponsoring school districts. §
The author: of the Northwest .
Charter School petition, Los An+""
geles schoolristrict special édueay
tion teacher Linda,Smith, insisted -~
that” theteaching approach she.’
wants to employ—known as Ap;
plied Scholastic$—i§ nonsectarian. ¥
Smith, who said she has been a. .~
Scientologist for 16 years, main- E » § IRIS SCHNEIDER / Los Angeles Times

; s book O 5 R : ,
tained that the method's books are Linda Smith, who would be school’s principal, wants to employ teaching

drawn from Hubbard’s educational !
“technology” and not.his religious ~approach based on Scientology founder L. Ron Hubbard's teachings.
tenets. R ‘ R g C L
“Scientology is areligion. Thisis - o HS S Ty

Hubbard Study Technology. It has . Under Smith’s charter school| heard about her plans through
nothing to do with religion,” said ;proposal, about 100 students would | “word of mouth,” according to her
Smith in an interview at Applied, |attend kindergarten through grade | written proposal and interviews,
Scholasticg’ central office in Holly-. .18 on a new campus to be estab-| The curriculum would include
wood, just down the street from the * llished in the Sunland-Tujunga | standard texts, as well as Hub-
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Church of Scientology’s head- . s a site has yet to be secured. .~ . bard’s Applied Scholastics, which
quarters. “It’s totally above board.” area; a site has yet to " Smith said helps bolster student
Applied Scholastics President- ~_ There are now 15 charter achievement by addressing three

* Ian Lyons saiq the organization is - -schools in the Los Angeles Unified - "barriers” to learning: Students
ant.“irl'fiepende{lt“.fnonplt‘gﬁt f}:]Ol'P%‘r i« system, almost all of them on | dictionaries to look up words
ration” separate from the church, :
with its own board' of dxrectorst.'f . Smith, 45, would be the principal . [their lessons to real life, and they
e L ko il ke ok . o S
Appged Scholastics’materialsf) also | | herggtudents. would " come from - Ib btain a thorough understanding o
. ] Pl Q iy

produces literature for the Church " . pri «'schoa1§" af_tgr thejr parents AsinjeeL.

“

i e . Smith said -she has been using
of Scxentology.';‘ i o ‘ Please see SCHOOL, A1l
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: pre-existing district campuses. - lipey do not understand, they apply -
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t the ‘methods informally for' two~
decades as a special education:
teacher, including the last six years -

- at-Esperanza Ele entary. l}oo 1{1, ;

wnlown Los Angeles., L. | 1)

Jyons, who sat/}n"oft/thesnters”:
flew,-said that oth ‘schools;inthe
dlstrict: use ‘the' methodjias* do -
schools elsewhere in the state and -
around the country. Applied Scho-

tics mainbams ;mﬁwn site on the iy

temet.

“I have found an ncredlble tool "";'

d"Smith. “I*' usd. it 't use it
rks " .
Still, 1st Amendmdnt expert.s say
at, regardless of any merits, the
bbard. materials jpresent. the

ool district'withit ubung con- -

tutional and legal issues. ¥

Y think that the [dlatriét] h,m =

everything within- its pdwer to.
ure that this i hotla’ ‘subterfuge
teachmg about the LSclenwlogy
igion,” said Doug
Amendment specialist and ' Ameri-
cdn Civil Liberties Union board:
member. “The concern!is certainly a
legitimate one, and one the school
district ought to take setiously.” .
"I‘he charter school controversy is

not the first time that. Smith has: |

cdme to the attention of 'school

ditriet officials for her Scientology -
ties, as Smith acknowledged,_\

Wednesday. !

‘Smnth said she was reprimanded :

her principal at Esperanza in -

rly 1995 after she wrote a letter on

sﬁrool district
advice on the legality of purchasing
Hibbard materials for her students.
,:Smlth defended her actions, say-
her only mistake was using the

s ool letterhead,: -+

$Her principal:at Esperanza:"Ro‘;j :
- school.

wena Lagrosa,"praised’ Smhh’

tionery . seeklng :

tdaching skills in a June 9 letter-of °

r¢commendation: “Miss’ Smith’ has
déne a - rémarkable job of iindi-
vfdualizing the instructional pro-

4

\ ‘ ‘ SHELDON—
' ST,

MILE

rell, a' 1st -

gram of her students,” Lagrosa
wrote, “Additionally Miss Smith
has worked toward building a com-
munity of learners within her room
who are respectful ‘and caring
toward one another.”

When Smith made her pitch for
the Northwest Charter School be-
fore the Board of Education on
Monday, she did not mention her
involvement with Applied Scho-
lastics or Scientology, nor did her

- 62-page charter school proposal.

Smith said she did not mention
the details because she has yet to
be licensed by Applied Scholastics

. to use the Hubbard materials, and

‘because. Northwest’s “curriculum
“committee” ultimately would have
‘to decide what to teach in the

Smith's proposal drew mixed re-
actions from the ‘board. Some

members called it vague, while.

others applauded her novel teach-

A
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ing ideas, which include individu-
alized plans of instruction for stu-
dents and a “quality control de-
partment” in which each student
must demonstrate knowledge of a
given lesson before he or she can
advance to new material.

Proponents of the charter school
said that Smith is being treated
unfairly. They say the school
would serve a diverse population,
including the children of Scien-
tologists, Jews, Catholics and oth-
ers.

“Religion has nothing to do with
a public school,” said Evelyn Hoy
of a La Crescenta. The mother of
four said she is a Methodist and her
husband is a Roman Catholic and
they want to send their children to
Smith’s school “There is no con-
nection between church and state
here.”




