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| 'Honesty group’ claims reward
~offer yields ‘corruption data’

' By MARY FLOOD . sues and stresses justice, freedom and privacy in
$49 N Staff Writer the church creed. =~ . - N o
v . ~ The church is non-denominational and. mem-

Twenty-five cases of potential government COr- : herg can belong to other churches. Lo
ruption in Michigan have been reported to the re- » T

ward-offering American Citizens for Honesty in " = RIEFSTAHL IS an Episcopalian atid a-mem-
Government, according to a spokesman for the pey of the Church of Scientology. “The Church of
Church of Scientology-sponsored group. - Scientology has been interested in social reform, as -,

Less"thari a month ago the Michigan-Indiana- are many other churches,” he said. ““And when so-
Ohio branch of American Citizens for Honesty in  ¢ijal reform starts to demand political change you |
Government announced that up to a $10,000 reward et interested in political reform.” government. |
would be given for information leading to the con- ﬁonesty group 555 $$$ grand jury’s questions. The ~

viction of corrupt government officials, group was sponsored by the church after it was *°
’ o ) ' - started privately and is supported by memberships. -
THE CITIZEN group’s affiliation with the con- Riestah! said there are more than 250 members
troversial Church of Scientology is especially inter- | of American Citizens for Honesty in. Government in
esting since 11 officials of the church have been in- Michigan. : ST e
dicted for conspiracy to burglarize, steal from and WL e e e
Spy on government offices. :
No reward money has been awarded by the
Michigan group or any other national chapters of
the American Citizensdfcl)}- Honfesty]in Gov%mmen}i
But area director Rudolf Riefstahl said t at wit TR QAT 7057 T RT A TT
the number of cases being reported to the group ITHE STATE 35 UANADL
there could be convictions an monetary rewards in LANSING, #1174,
the near future. D. 71,135 SUM. 75430

“On a national basis this involves nearly every
federal agency,” said Riefstahl, an art restorer who
volunteers his time in the Royal Oak offices of -
American Citizens for Honesty in Government,

RIEFSTAHL SAID that he cannot reveal the
“whistle blower” cases the group has received. But
he did say that their numbers include: problems
with military ‘establishments in Michigan; corrup-
tion involving some interaction between Qakland
County and the state; continuing problems in De-
troit’s Housing and Urban Development office; and
a murder case that could parallel a famous killing
of a Michigan civil rights worker. :

The group has designed an elaborate system of
anonymous identification of “whistle blowers” so _
the people can claim their reward later should the
information lead to a conviction. ! :

He said all the people in the Michigan office
are volunteers. who investigate the tips and -docu-
ments sent in by government .employees and other,,
citizens. ' S T

*

WHEN TH_E group gets enough information to '
release to the government itself for prosecution,
they will hold a press conference as well.

“We’ve seen first hand that just giving infor-
mation about corruption to the government itself
does not mean that the situation will be resolved,”
said Rev. Sanford Block of the Church of Scientol-
ogy, which supports the citizen group. .

Block, like other scientologists, claims that the
church has been unjust! persecuted for more than
20 years by medical and government interests who
want to see the Church of Scientology out of the
way. C : ‘

HE CLAIMS that the church’s emphasis on
counseling and unusual methods are cutting into
~ medical business. i

Block said that when church officials told the
federal government about the findings of a church
investigation of private international agency Inter- -
pol's involvement in drug trade, the government
tried to silence the church through harassment. a0

" In 1977 there were ‘two raids of Church of .
Scientology headquarters in Los Angeles and Wash-
ington, D.C. and the FBI took more than 150 docu-
ments. Eleven church officials have been indicted
on charges relating to a conspiracy to spy on the

- government, | : :

ASSISTANT U.S. Attorney Ray Banoun for
Washington, D.C., said that the indictment charges
against the church officials include obstruction of
justice, perjury, burglary, illegal electronic surveil-
lance and conspiracy to burglarize federal offices.
Federal officials have also said that the church
planted people within the government to obtain se- _
cret files. . -

. "The Church of Sciéntology focuses on social is-

.
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{‘ A formeff follower of the con-

L)
o

droversial Church of Scientology has

&iled suit claiming she was harassed
jand- shamed into contributing more
' éthan $7,000.to the church,

+ .Saundra Haynes, in a fraud suit
#iled Thursday by attorney Hiram M.
éMartin, claimed that she went along
‘with the urgings because she hoped
;the church’s “auditing” procedures
*would enable her to “go clear,” as the
+church calls. it, and “rid her of her
ideep - depressions and suicidal at-
jtempts” oo T
{: At one point, she claimed in the Los
“Angeles Superior Court suit, she was
-+ told she would save money if she pre-

I 13 A
L gre TS o

Scientologist Charges
Sues Church

st Charges

paid for the “auditing.”

She claimed that amounted to fraud
because she did not save money
“since other persons received the
same offer for less money.”

The suit also claims the church did
not make qualified “auditors” availa-
ble to her and demanded she pay an-
other $4,000 before she could go on to
advanced procedures necessary to
“go clear.” ‘

Ms. Haynes said she later learned
her emotional problems were caused
by a physically caused hormonal im-
balance, something the church was
unable to treat. o -

The suit asks for $7,059 in actual
and $100,000 in punitive damages.
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Bounty hunting is back

Reward offered for names of dishonest politicians

. By GARY WO.RONCHAK

| Press & Guide P Jews Iiditor

‘Bounty hunting is making a
comeback but instead of the traditional
cattle rustlers and sta gecoach robbers
being the target, government officials
will be the modern-day prey. The
reward: $10,000.

The American Citizens. for Honesty in
Govermment (ACHG) vvere in Dearborn
last Thursday afternoon, distributing
literature on their gricup at the Civic
Center and the main b ranch post office
on Greentield. .

ALONG WITIl ‘“‘ITreedom,” the
group’s national publication, ACHG
members handed oul. their ‘‘wanted
poster’’ stating that the2y *“will pay up to
$10,000 for informatic.n leading to the
arrest and convictionn of government
officials for corrupticn in office.”

" ““What we're doing is bypassing the
Justice Departmen't.” said Rudolf
Riefstahl, executive director of the
ACHG’s Michigan chapter. “The
Justice Departmient g/oes after all kinds
of private citizen:s, bt is hesitant to go
after government. Until they start
wearing the prope'r hat, we have to be
the bounty hunter .”

.'Riefstahl explaiiied that the reward
varies. Someone ca n get up to $5,000 if
his information lea: is to conviction of a
gbvernment official . If that individual
is in the upper ad ministration of an
agency, up to a nother couple of
thousand can he ad ded. If conspiracy
can be proven, and if it can be shown
that the official in question tries to
block people from go ing to the ACHG,
the ante could be raised to the
maximum $10,000.

- THE ACHG was foun ded last April by
Rev. Arthur Maren in ' Washington D.C.
The Michigan chapte'r started one
month later, headquar tered in Royal
Oak, and the group is n ow represented
in 22 cities with more t 0 come.

““We're looking for' honesty in
government,” Riefsta.hl continued.
“And we aren’t confined to the federal
government at all. If som eone provides

documents on state, county, or local
officials, they are still eligible for
reward. Rewards are made upon the
conviction of the official in question.”

Riefstahl referred to a recent article
from a California newspaper which
stated that governmental corruption
costs the taxpayers some $25 billion
each year — half of the projected
national debt for the current fiscal
vear. That fact, coupled with the
ACHG’s reward system, lends to the
group’s slogan: ‘‘Corruption costs,
honesty pays.”

THE RELATIVELY Yyoung anti-
corruption organization hasn't paid out

any reward money yet, says Riefstahi,
“for the simple reason the Justice
Department and courts are very slow.”
But, he adds, cash for rewards is being
gathered from private donations and a
fund-raising effort. . ‘

If the ACHG continues to grow, it
may serve as an inspiration for
members of governmental
bureaucracy to keep their noses clean.
If not, the American Citizens for
Honesty in Government may be paying
out more cash than it bargained for.

City Hall, watch out. A lot of other-
wise apathetic citizens can be turned
into civic honesty-minded people if the
price is right.




Rewards
offered

to halt

corruption

Members of the American Citizens
for Honesty in Government (ACHG)
blitzed Southfield last week as part of
a nationwide campaign against gov-
emment corrubpetion ' de th

Group mem rs standing outside the
Southfield Library and the post office
on the eve of Thanksgiving, handed out
pamphlets that detailed the group’s
$10,000 reward program.

Under the program, information
leading to the arrest and conviction of
corrupt government officials who com-
mitted crimes while holding positions
of public trust can result in rewards up
to the $10,000 limit.

ACHG was formed last spring and is
sponsored by the Church of Scien
tology. 'lhegrouphasmchaptersin

| major cities. Rudolf Riefstahl, the

bearded executive director of the
Michigan chapter, says the state group
has 300 members, a number of whom
are members of the church.

“We’re not revolutionary,” Riefstahl
said in an interview last week. *“What
we want to do is ensure honesty in
govemment."”

The group will listen to tips about
dislm;ratthesdmlboard,thecity
council, county, state and federal gov-

e!mnem.Aﬁ,ooo:'ewardwillbepaid .

for information leading to the arrest
and conviction of each government
official. You can get a $2,000 bonus if
you prove the corruption is part of a
conspiracy. You also can get another
ﬂ.mnéfp::‘can behwsbwn that :llel.;;llus-
tice ment of the i ity
and did not take the required actions.

- Still another $1,000 b 1+ e aoms.

it it can be shown that the government
agency took steps to hinder the ACHG
investigation.

Riefstahl said ACHG has been con-
tacted by both citizens and govern-
ment employees who want to “‘blow
the whistle’” on government corrup-
tion. Those cases are now being
investigated, he said ‘

melmbers define S:'iﬁelntolog
as “an applied ious osophy
which enables abl'eeupgople to become
more able by improving their ability
to communijcate.”

Local office for the church and the
ACHG is at 3905 Rochester Road in
Royal Oak.
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. prograin of the American

CALL-LEADER ELWOOD, INDIANA
DECEMBER 6, 1978
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Bureaucratic burglary

A national campaign against - few who are ‘in’ and one law for
governmental corruption is - the majority of those who are
urging citizens to “blow the . ‘gut’ of the establishment.”
whistle’”” on ‘‘bureaucratic -
burglars” and collect rewards ACHG spokesmen were also
of up t0$10,000if dishonest local, critical of the slowness of the

state or federal officials are government's investigation of
: . - General Services Ad-

e . »» ministrationscandals.
The Honesty Pays They said ‘‘whistle blowers”

Y will be assured of oen-
g‘;",zeel.g;e:gf };g?:;tj h:'s‘ -fidentiality if they provide

chapters around the country, so documentary evidence or the
far l;.as worked with “wuh.{stle names of witnesses, where they
blowers”’ i‘n"é‘xﬁijsi'ﬁﬁ"di.ﬁ'g"r«can.b.e, located and sources of
trafficing coverups, national Pessible documentary evidence

security leaks, cost overruns on °f°°m’?t acts.
repairs to rented federal They are advised to put
government buildings and material in an envelope con-
Department of Africulture taining half of a local newspaper
waste of up to $10 mi lion a year article torn jaggedly down the
in research that is not utilized, ' middle, an arbitrarily chosen
ACHG spokesmen say. first name and two sets of
‘“People are unemployed, or . identical, easily remembered
overtaxed and targets of a numbers such as birthday and
rising rate of crime in the weight, totaling at seven digits,
streets while an -alarming .. for identification purposes, and -
number of bureaucrats to mail material to American
gleefully line their pockets with Citizens for Honesty in
public money and betray public . Government, care of the Church
trust,”” said Sanford Block, of Scientology, 3905 Rochester,
ACHG spokesman. “It is time Royal Oak, Michigan 48703,
they know the people have had  The telephone number is (313)
their fill of corruption and if the  585- 8924 if the ‘‘whistle blower”
Justice Department won’'t choosestocall.
handle it, the American people Acts of corruption which
will demand a clean- up of ACHG seeks to uncover include
government.” - bribery, extortion, harboring
Block was critical of failureto " criminals. failure to report a

- prosecute Dr. ~Peter Bourne, "~ -‘c"i‘hh’e',’"ffiéft;'“édﬁspiracy‘ 'to
" President Jimmy Carter's commit  a felony,

former adviser on drug abuse, = discriminatory prosecution and
who resigned after it was - others relating to dishoriéstyin-

. disclosed - he had illegally government.

written a prescription, usinga = gince current bureaucratic

drug. - ...~ ment alone is estimated to be

We have no animosity. . more than $25 billion a year,
against Bourne,” said Block,  eyery effort to catch the crooks
“but we have to insist on who ‘are guilty of these crimes

equality before the law. It 4 rt of honest
seems there is one law for those cﬁ?f;‘,’:? the Support of onest,
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' WASHINGTON (UPI) = The FBI

.. has cngaged in a systematic “‘cover-
up” of the extent of its illegal break- -
. ~ins. its use of thousands of phony in- ,

. formant files and a number of in-

.7 " ‘thchureau, a retired agent charges.

< A

¢ e Justiee' Dopartment nas poen

finvestigating. for more than  six
, months a broad range of 25 allega-

tions by the former agent, including

Lo his_charges that a few FBI agents

' pocketed money intended for their

= fictitious informants, sources said.

1

- stances of fraud and corruption within

The agent. who asked that his name
.~ be withheld. outlined his charges and

gave his version of the inner workings
- 0Fthe FRI aver the last three decades
- in Tour hours of tape-recorded inter-

. views with UPI. Among his major
. allegations:

— Pressure from superiors stirred

"vFBl agents for years to invent thou-

~_sands of fake informants. and agents

© somctimes Kept for themselves cash
allotted for the informants. The mas-
sive phony files also were used at
- hudget time to deceive Congress into

“believing the FBI had a heavier case- -

load than it really had.

— Atlorney General Griffin Bell

may be willing to sacrifice $40 million

in taxpayers’ money to the Socialist
i Workers Party in a civil suit because

he wants to avoid revealing the by-

reau's phony informant system and

offices. -

T - (The Justice Department has said it
. may default in the lawsuit, rather:
than yicld 10 a federal judge’s order

that il release the names of I8 SWp

. einformants, 1t said to do $0 would

threaten the burenu’s ability to insure
+informants’ confidentiality in the

£- future.) *

~ The burcay committed upwards

< "'of 20,000 illppal hreak-ins. or * ag .
johs™ in the last three decades at the

..« offices and homes of political activ-

Y

-ists. The FBI has told Congress it
knew of 238 break-ins of targets con-

.
.

< -is infiltration Gf the SWP's highost

sidered national security thicats and .

‘of “numerous others™ against three.

~other types of targets.
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verified the identity of the agent who . agents Jast

worked for

years. It was lecarned the Justice

Department’

.

the FBI for nearly 30 ,others.

s Office of Professional - . concluded were

week _gnqi fdiiélpilq

ver-Ups, Fray

Responsibility has been investigating . - -~ above. Fommer FBI Director
his allegations. some of them involv- w0 trick Gray and two of his aides face g;
| criminal wrongdoing, .. January trial on charges, th
.. : :% provedthe surveillance. = .

ing potentia
since April.

'Ci'tling recent reforms by the agen- . Webster said a s
Cy. the agent said: ) : ' s
“ are not going on now, The - the FBI withheld infor

Bag jobs

vestigation is

-COINTEL (the bureau’s word for its - Congress and
domestic disruption and counter inte}. -~ Office about

ligence efforts during the 1960s) is not .» -kins.
going on. But now, cveryone s lying

T A

S

4
4

L

. : .
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RS Sy

ed four}

-~ He exonerated 59 agents ‘who hé}
acting on orders from.

L. Pa-
AT

econd internal ing .

under way into charges’

mation from

the General Accounting
the- Weathe;ma_n lzrea»-

Theretired ageht said of the J usti.ce'

i . Department’s earlier disclosure of

::S%Lenbd}éaj:'sstirtr‘l’azge themselves  the 238 break-ins: “I did more bag.
. “ " . - Jobsthan that myself,” _

He said the cover-up” of the by- ' - “Bag jobs" were considered a rou..

“reau's activities appeared to extend . tine - investigative ‘technique. *'You;

Undergroun

.years, said

din the carly 1970s. ,
The agent, whé was assigned to of- - fice and dozens of
fices in several large cities over the : gifts ranging from:
two FBI officials ap- . ciock radios from a

to the recent investigation of FBI . ' "
break-ins used in a hunt for fugitive ::%.whatever you have 0 bag.” he.

it o4

~ —Several top officials of aficld of-*
agents accepted
$400 watches to
figure linked 10"

proached him in June 1977, 5“8893”'15 .- - organized crime in 1973, fullowing an

- that if he were called before g gran investigation of the kidn
jury, he would deny huving a role in - the mobster's daughter.

those break-ins, - . = One FBI

" The retired agent said he a-l.so‘ov‘er-' ~ basketball pools
heard the head of an FBI field office gleaned by t!lg

discuss on the telephone with a superi-.  awiretap. e
. or at headquarters in Washington the . = In 1875, bureau officials disclosed’

Ap-murder of

office ran football and
» Set up with odds
gambling squad from

possibility of “getting all of the agents * that 63 percent of agents were taking’
together to tell the same story."” .- their government cars home at night -
FBI Director William Webster, . for their personal use, but did not dis.

* culminating

a 2ls-year investigation - courage the practice because th

ey felt

of the unauthorized break-ins, wire. " . “agents deserved a little. more. than

taps and mail-openings, fired two FBI

what they were getting.” ;-
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TWICE WEEKLY

Our Opmlon

AN good end perfecl thlnns stand moment bv moment on
the razor’'s edge of danger and must be fought for. . .” i

- Bureaucratic Burglary

A ‘national campaign - against govemmental
corruption is urging citizens to ‘‘blow the whistle’’ on

~ “bureaucratic burglars’ and collect rewards of up to’

$10,000 if dishonest local, state or federal officials are

. convicted.

The ‘‘Honesty Pays” program of the American:
Citizens for Honesty in Government, , which has
chapters around the country, so far has worked
“whistle blowers” have exposed drug trafficing
coverups, national security leaks, cost overruns on
repairs to rented federal govemment buildings and
Department of Agnculture waste of up to $10 million a

~ year in research that i is not utilized, ACHG spokesmen

say.

- “People are unemployed or overtaxed and targets

of a rising rate of crime in the streets while an alarm-

 'ing number of bureaucrats gleefully line their

" pockets with public money and betray pubhc trust,”

said Sanford Block, ACHG spokesman. ‘It is time they
know the people have had their fill of corruption and if

the Justice Department won’t handle it, and the
- American people will demand a clean-up of govern-

_ ment.”

- Block wes cntlcal of faxlure to prosecute Dr. Peter
Bourne, President Jimmy Carter’s former adviser on

. drug abuse, who resigned after it was disclosed he had

illegally written a prescription, using a fictitious name, '

. for a controlled drug. .

“We have no ammosxty against Bourne,’-’ saxd Block,
“but we have to insist on equality before the law. It '

.~ , seems there is one law for those few who are ‘in’ and
- one law for the majority of those who are ‘out’ of the
_establishment.”’

ACHG spokesmen were also cntlcal of the slowness
of the government’s investigation of General Services

~ Administration scandals. -

They said ‘“‘whistle blowers” will be assured of -

~ confidentiality if they provide documentary evidence -
_,or the names of witnesses, where they can be located

and sources of possible documentary ev1dence of :

" currupt acts.

They are’ ‘advised to put material in an envelope

" containing half of a local newspaper article torn -

. jaggedly down the middle, an arbitrarily chosen first

- name and two sets of identical, easily remembered

numbers such as birthday and weight, totaling at seven

- digits, for identification purposes, and to mail material

to American Citizens for Honesty in Government, care
of the Church of Scientology, 3905 Rochester, Royal ‘
Oak, Michigarr:-48703, “The telephone number is (313)
585-8924 if the ‘“‘whistle blower” chooses to call. ~*
Acts of corruption which ACHG seeks to uncover

. include brlbery, extortion, harbormg criminals, failure
- toreport a crime, theft, conspiracy to commit a felony,‘ ‘

dlscrlmmatory prosecutlon and others relatmg
dishonesty in'goveinment.

Since current bureaucratic thievery in the federal
government alone is estimated to be more than $25
billion a year, every effort to catch the crooks who are

. guilty of these crimes deserves the support of honestj

cmzens :
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By RON COWAN
Oregon Statesman Reporter

Piano maker plies his art at Sheridan

SHERIDAN ~ Mark Allen builds
pianos, but not just any pianos and not
just pianos for anybody.

“The key thing about this piano,” he
says, “is that when someone tries it out,
they are being tried out, not the piano.”
There are, according to Allen, no better
pianos made, which is why his carries the
motto “custom built for the masters.”

This should be qualified by noting that
Allen, a man of no particular humility,
has built only one piano, a handsome
black concert grand piano which is a
prototype. He built it between 1970 and
1972 using $25,000 — mostly his own
money.

The piano, with the name Mark Allen
in bold gold letters 6 inches high, now
sits in the chapel at the Delphian School
near Sheridan.

TWO MONTHS ago Allen quit Phila-
delphia, where he had worked on pianos
for 15 years, to live in Lafayette and
work at the school, building six concert
grands a year on a commission basis.
They will cost the buyer, who must be a
professional, at least $28,000.

Allen says the price will go up, since a
model he considers inferior costs
$42,000.

He came here tobe artist-in-residence
and to eventually help train other crafts-
men, “‘because it was a goal they wanted
to accomplish with me.”

The school will share in the proceeds
of the piano manufacturing, using the
money to build up their growing music
program. A workshop has been installed
in the basement and another room is
being remodeled for recitals.

ALLEN MAY be considered a rare re-
source, at least in his own estimation,
because no one else hand-builds pianos
by himself and no company builds a
piano which incorporates a recent de-
sign.

The finest pianos built today, he says,
are manufactured from old designs at
factories, where the craftsmen work in
an assembly line similar to an auto facto-
ry, where each person builds one part of
the whole.

*No single piano is made from start to
finish by one crafisman.

‘‘Hand-building ef pianos was a

healthy, ongoing and viable practice in.

Europe up. until World War 11" he ex-
plains. The war helped destroy that, ap-
parently wiping out as many as 300
hand-builders in Berlin, Germany,
alone.

ALLEN STARTED out as a “piano
technologist,” eventually getting to the
point where he had a business restoring
and recreating old pianos. ““l was a col-
lege dropout and wanted to do something
with myself, so I started working on
pianos,” he says. His sound boards are
his particular pride.

He has never been in a piano factory,
however, and describes himself as self-
taught. “If you could look at it and say
‘Hey, I could start this,” you would be a
piano maker,” is how he explains it. His
knack is intuitive.

FINANCES PROVED his biggest
problem in building his own piano from
scratch, but he managed to get some help
from the owner of Acme Piano Co., Joe
Sweeney, who gave him loans, apparent-
ly expecting — and getting ~— nothing in
return.

“They thought it couldn’t be done,”
says Allen; “that no one could build a
piano better than was built 75 years ago
It's financially feasible to hand-build
pianos,” he insists. ““I get a lot of s!lis-
faction. The people who play on my piano

No store-bought piano for him
SHERIDAN — Mark Allen, 2 piano tuner turned piano
maker, demonstrates his prototype concert grand plano in

the former chapel at the Delphian School. He's now hand-

are tremendously inspired and that’s my
reward.”

The piano has been played by many
professionals, as Allen has lent it to
places like the Julliard School of Music in
New York. The signatures inside the
piano are by the likes of Herbie Hancock,
Chick Corea (who recorded an album on
it here) and Andre Watts, who wrote,
“Thank you for a musical moment [ will
neverdorget.”

“Sound, that's what it's all about,”

says Allen. “‘More sustaining power,
more clarity of tone, which means less

harmonic garbage, more balanced scale,
and my own action, keyboard action — a
superior service to any keyboard.”

Two pianes have been ordered so far
(with money paid) and there has been
additional interest. Corea, a jazz artist,
and Cyprian Katsiris, classical pianist,

. have ordered pianos.

THE SKILLS for piano building, ac-
cording to Allen, are cabinet-making
skills, a knowledge of piano technoiogy
and a knowledge of music. The workshop
here resembles a woodworking shop.

A native of Richmond, Va., Allen learn-
ed cabinet-making from his uncle and

-
Statesman pholo by DeeAnn Hall

crafting the Mark Allen Piano, which he says is the finest
made. Signatures in the piano attest to the quality.

later studied piano. Though he plays
classical and Scott Joplin rags with equai
facility, he says he lacks the interest and
time to play regularly.

He has a notable confidence n his
work, a confidence burdering on arro-
gance.

But his pianos may be the finest and
newest thing available, an idea which
has apparently been accepted by several
pianists, both classical and modern.

“All we're doing,” he says, “is going
back to the beginning of the thing and

~ doing it over.”
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Scientology suit hits a major snag

The legal battle between the Chqrch
of Scientology on the one hand and eight
determined Alberta critics on the other
has reached a critical development, not
perhaps anticipated when the scien-
tologists launched their suit two years
ago. Last week in Supreme Court
chambers, Mr. Justice A.M. Dechene
imposed three orders upon them:

1. Deposit $2,500 with the court as

security for costs (including the de-
fendants’ legal costs should scientology
lose);

2. Answer all relevant questions in the
preliminary examinations for discovery;

3. Possibly most distasteful of all to
scientology and most illuminating for the
public, provide a record of all its income
and spending from 1975 to the present.

This development, says Calgary
lawyer Ken Staroszik who represents
seven of the eight defendants, is a first in
the copious legal history of seientology:
“This is the first time that one of its
lawsuits has been successfully used
against it, to force it to provide
information on its own affairs.”

In this particular legal action, the
Calgary, Edmonton and Old Stratheona
missions of the Church of Scientology
sued eight residents of Edmonton and
Calgary: Evelyn Hamden, Les Jackman,
Elizabeth McCoy, William Reid, Neil
Taylor, David Wallace, Brendon Moore
and Lorna Levett. All were former
followers; Lorna Levett was a senior
minister and holder of the organization's
Calgary franchise until she quit in 1974.
Scientology officials complain that there-
after she devoted herself to working
against them, offering a type ‘of de-
programming way of “personality
reinforcement,” and a group formed

around her which carried on a damaging
campaign of letters to public organiza-
tions and officials.

The letters are said to have been sent
to Better Business Bureaus, the Ca-
nadian Mental Health Association, .the
immigration department and the nation-
al revenue department, among others.
The message, generally, was that the
scientology movement was evil and a
menace to Canadian citizens, and that its
financial affairs would bear looking into.
The three local scientology missions
sued for $100,000 in September, 1976,
claiming they had been damaged by false
and injurious statements. The eight
defendants embarked upon the defence
of truth, the most difficult, if the most
effective, defence against a libel or slander
action. They further argued that they
had acted in the public interest. Tl:eu'
letters were justified, they claimed, “for
the common convenience and welfare of
society.” o

After two years the lawsuit is still in
its preliminary stages. There have bﬂel'l'
the usual “examinations for discovery.

i where the opp.sing lawyers question
i those involved ‘s order to estabh.sh. the
! basic facts. But while the letter writers

eagerly discussed their experiences _and
opinions, scientology representatives
have apparently evinced less emthusi-
asm. Besides, argued lawyer Staroszik
last week, since the Levett group's
defence is that what they're saying is
true, the cciente'-~iets ——— nra-rida
back-up documentation as required.

Civil court judges know that a long
drawn out suit can inflict such hardship
on either litigant that it may becgn_xe a
punishment, and 2 weapon, even xf it is
never completed. After a 35-minute
debate, Mr. Justice Dechene lqd down
his conditions. The next move is up to
the scientologists. They can bow to the
ruling, produce the $2,500 surety and the
financial records the defence says it
needs, and increase the general level 9(
cooperation. Or they can appeal his
ruling within 30 days. Or they could
decide to cut publicity losses and drop
the suit. .

Even if the scientology missions take
the latter course, however, defence
counsel Staroszik suggests there would
still be one small matter to be clmed
up: the cost of two years of litigation
already past. If the scientologists file for
discontinuance of the action, he says he
would agree only if they pay all defence
costs so far —and $2,500 might not,
even now, cover that.

THE CALGARY HERALD .
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Lack of information
on cults worries MP

By VICTOR MACKIE
* Alberian Ottawa Burean

OTTAWA — Concern that there is no moni-
toring or check of any kind on the operations
of religious cults in this countrv was viced
Tuesday by Allan Lawrence the Progressive
Conservative from Northumberiand-Durham
in Ontario.

He raised the matter inside the commons
and commented on the cults outside the
house. He said he is getting no place in trying
to find under which jurisdiction the cults
come, provincial or federal.

In the commons Justice Minister Marc
Lalonde said he would not give an opinion as
to whether they shoul) be under federal or
provincial jurisdiction. He said that was a

legal opinion and under the rules of par-

~————————— Cults threaten

Saint John's Calgary Report, December 18, 1978

A price too high

The revent tragedy involving the
murder of United States Congressman
leo Ryan and four others plus the
ensuing mass suicide of over 900
members of the People’s Temple Chureh,
{CR, Dec. 4] makes the demand by
myself and others for a governmental
inquiry inte the activities of the scien-
tology organization more imperative.

The enver of religious persecution
u~sed by cults to escape being in-
vestigated is too expensive a price for us

tupay il it continues Lo cost us lives and
freedom.

Brendon Moore

liament he was not required to answer.

Lawrence ‘said he raised the matter
because the Moonies have recently acquired
a large tract of land in his constituency. They
are planning to establish “‘some sort of a
retreat there,” he said. in addition a woman
has complained to him that her son who was
a member of a religious commune died
because he stopped taking his insulin
treatments.

“I'm trying to find out it anybody in
government, either federally or provincially,
has some idea how many cults there are in
this country. How many members to they
have? What are their assets and their invest-
ments? How widespreead is It in this

country?” he said in an interview outside the
house, ’

rights

I am concerned with the methods
some cults use to silence the
ex-members and critics. Viclation of
human ﬂght; ofhﬁcﬁms of cults is
occurring under the of ect-
ing freedom of nlimon.‘m et

Protecting the “cult leaders™

to gather tax free millions,

to buy power and protection with, is

not protecting freedom of religion,
it's protecting corruption.

Recent events indicate the urgen-

cy for a governmental inquiry into

::l.t:.. dangerous mind-bending

LORNA LEVETT,
Calgary.

Let’s hope the terrible tragedy in
Guyana serves to drive home once
and for all the message that some
of us have been preaching for
years, namely the seriousness of the
probl’n Presented to society by
quasi-religious brainwashing cults
built around charismatic charlatans
claiming divine powers.

Every time I write about the
Moonies and the rest of them, some
overzealous civil liberties advocate
writes or phones to tell me no one
bas any right to intersre with « citi-
zen’s “beliefs.” Until the Jonestown
massacre. many people had refused
to believe that such cult members
are, in fact, the victims of brair.
washing. Among them, unfortunate-
ly. have been U.S. judges trying
cases involving the forcible removai
of adult members from cuits by
concerned parents and deprogram.
mers they'd hired to help rescue
their offspring.

The vital thing to remember 15
that Jim Jones is reliably reported to
have had his zombies programmed
not only to commit suicide for him.
but also to kill for him. it he were to
order them to.

Jones only had about 1,009 braia-
washed devotess whose sole pur-
pose in life was to do his bidding.

For that matter, Charles Manser
never had much more than a dozen.

However. many similar cults,
hiding behind those laws which
guarantes freedom of religion, have
tens of thousands of brainwashed
members, and they are every bit as
devoted to their “messiah” as Jones'
followers were to him.

It's frightening to think what
tremendous potenticl for evil they
represent. {magine what might
kappen i{ ¢ parancid leader con?
vinced thousands of his cultists to
embark on ¢ bingé of random mus-
der. the way Manson did with his
handful of followers.
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Scientology suit hits a major snag

The legal battie between the Church
of Scientology on the one hand and eight
determined Alberta critics on the other
has reached a critical development, not
perhaps anticipated when the scien-
tologists launched their suit two years
ago. Last week in Supreme Court
chambers, Mr. Justice A.M. Dechene
imposed three orders upon them:

1. Deposit $2,500 with the court as

security for costs (including the de-
fendants’ legal costs should scientology
lose);

2. Answer all relevant questions in the
preliminary examinations for discovery;

3. Possibly most distasteful of all to
scientology and most illuminating for the
public, provide a record of all its income
and spending from 1975 to the present.

This development., says Calgary
lawyer Ken Staroszik who represents
seven of the eight defendants, is a first in
the copious legal history of scientology:
“This is the first time that one of its
law§uits has been successfully used
against it, to force it to provide
information on its own affairs.”

In this particular legal action, the

Calgary, Edmonton and Old Strathcona |

missions of the Church of Scientology
sued eight residents of Edmonton and
Calgary: Evelyn Hamden, Les Jackman,
Elizabeth McCoy, William Reid, Neil
Taylor, David Wallace, Brendon Moore
and Lorna Levett. All were former
followers; Lorna Levett was a senior
minister and holder of the organization’s
Calgary franchise until she quit in 1974.
Scientology officials complain that there-
after she devoted herself to working
against them, offering a type of de-
prpgramming by way of “personality
reinforcement,” and a group formed

around her which carried on a damaging
campaign of letters to public organiza-
tions and officials.

The letters are said to have been sent
to Better Business Bureaus, the Ca-
nadian Mental Health Association, the
immigration department and the nation-
al revenue department, among others.
The message, generally, was that the
scientology movement was evil and a
menace to Canadian citizens, and that its
financial affairs would bear looking into.
The three local scientology missions
sued for $100,000 in September, 1976,
claiming they had been damaged by false
and injurious statements. The eight
defendants embarked upon the defence
of truth, the most difficult, if the most
effective, defence against alibel or slander
action. They further argued that they
had acted in the public interest. Their
letters were justified, they claimed, “for
the common convenience and welfare of
society.”

After two years the lawsuit is still in
its preliminary stages. There have been
the usual “examinations for discovery,”

: where the opp..ing lawyers question

those involved ‘s order to establish the
_!_)g__sig facts. But while _the letter_wri_tgrs

eagerly discussed their experiences and
opinions, scientology representatives
have apparently evinced less enthusi-
asm. Besides, argued lawyer Staroszik
last week, since the Levett group's
defence is that what they're saying is
true, the scientologists must provide
back-up documentation as required.

Civil court judges know that a long
drawn out suit can inflict such hardship
on either litigant that it may become a
punishment, and 2 weapon, even if it is
never completed. After a 35-minute
debate, Mr. Justice Dechene laid down
his conditions. The next move is up to
the scientologists. They can bow to the
ruling, produce the $2,500 surety and the
financial records the defence says it
needs, and increase the general level of
cooperation. Or they can appeal his
ruling within 30 days. Or they could
decide to cut publicity losses and drop
the suit.

Even if the scientology missions take
the latter course, however, defence
counsel Staroszik suggests there would
still be one small matter to be cleared
up: the cost of two years of litigation
already past. If the scientologists file for
discontinuance of the action, he says he
would agree only if they pay all defence
costs so far — and $2,500 might not,
even now, cover that.
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““Honest Pays. ..
Up To $10,000

After Watergate citizens felt corryption
in government is ruining our nation
according to a group called American
Citizens for Honesty in Government
(ACHG). This newly formed organization,
sponsored by the Church of Scientology,
had three representative in Shain Park
last Wednesday handing out printed
material about their cause. :

In & booklet called *‘Honesty Pays ... Up
t0 $10,000"" a 1976 speech by Jimmy
Carter is cited. The speech says *I
intend to seck strong legislation to
Erotect our federal employees from

arassment and dismissal if they find out
and report waste or dishonesty by their
lu‘geriou orothers."’ e
(ACHG) was formed in May of 1977 along
those same lines but it's ironic that one of
the people who the ACHG is attempting
to prosecute is a member of the Carter
administration who prescribed qualudes
to another. Qualudes are a controlled
ubstance and it is a felony to prescribe or
distribute them. The administrator, Peter
Borne, was removed from his position as
presidential advisor of drug abuse. But
the ACHG feels that isn’t enough. They
are taking the matter to the Supreme

Rudolf Riefsthal of the local chapter of
American Citizens for Honesty in'
Government claimed that the general
procedure for policing their complaints is
to take the offenders to the media. He
said that whistle blowers - tattle tales or
concerned government employees
depending on your point of view » are
requested to tell the organization the
'name of anyone who is cheating the

| government.

Reifstahl said this works well for small
offenders but the higher ups who are
found to be corrupt are so well protected
that other means of dealipg with them are
necessary. That is when the court system
is employed. ,

When asked if ratting on your neighbor
wasn't the same system used by the
German Gestapo during World War il to
inform the authorities where the - -
dangerous elements were in the Nazi
government, Reifstahl said no this is not
the same thing. He claims the opposite is
true.

He explained that U.S. Attorney
‘General Giffin Bell asked Mississippi
Senator James Eastland to write a bill
thatwould protect government agents from

“ ;ﬂile on duty. Reifstahl said, *'It would

civil or criminal wrong doing performed

have established an American Gestapo.”’
Last Wednesday an article appeared in
the New York Times which utilized
information from an exclusive interview
between ACHG and a former FBJ agent.
After mentioning the tape-recorded
inlerview the Times added that the
Justice Department and the church are
involved in litagation ‘‘In which 11
Scientologists have been indicted on
charges of conspiring to plant spies in
governinent agencies, breaking into
government offices ... and bugging

nment meetings.'’
!K: organization which operates out of
the Scientology headquarters an
Rochester Road in Royal Oak is one of 22
others throughout the U.S. Their
headquarters is in Washington D.C. and
they offer a $10,000 reward for
information leading to a conviction. The

. Scientology church has set aside $100,00

to pay for the rewards but, as Riefstahl
said, getting a conviction is very difficult.




