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ST. PETERSBURG TIMES 1982 JAN 17

Anti-Scientology
Task Force is Proper

The following editorial first appeared in the
Jan. 17 ST, PETERSBURG TIMES, to whom
we are grateful for permission to reprint it
here.

Residents of Clearwater and neighboring
oommunmes have become increasingly
disturbed and frustrated as they witness the
ever-growing presence here of Scientology.
Just last week the Scientologists staged an

“investiture ceremony,”. which officially
marked the establishment of Clearwater as
the group’s worid headquarters.

Residents have watched helplessly as the
group acquired $10.4-millian worth of prop-
erty in downtown Clearwater and the sur-
rounding area. They have been dismayed to
learn about Scientologist opening a teen-age

hangout ‘across from Chearwater High

Schoo! and trying to get school system offi-
cials to refer drug abusers to a Scientology-
related drug program. They have read or
heard on television about a study of cults re-
realing that “’Scientology’s techniques may
be more than twice as damaging as those of
any other major cult in America.’’

But theie was nothing they could do. The
local Scientology organization, as far as can
be determined at this point, has not broken
any laws. its rights must be protected.
County officials are trying through the courts
to get the Scientologists to pay taxes, but iti-
gation is a painfully slow process. Clearwater
officials are studying various ways to control
the Scientologists, but they, too, must move
slowly and cautiously lest any of the Scien-
tologists’ constitutional rights, be infringed
on.

Private citizens cannot and should not try
to do anything on their own about Scien-
tology. :

But the citizens task force, whose exis-
tence was revealed Friday, appears to be a
proper vehicle for residents to address the
Scientology issue in a legal and orderly fash-
ion. It can do things that the city cannot,
such as establishing a victims defense fund
to help finance lawsuits against the church
by its former members.

The Scientologists undoubtedly will label
the task force a vigilante group. it is not that,
based on what we know now. Itis a group of
citizens with legitimate concerns about this
large, powerful and wealthy organization
with its highly questionable and controversial
practices. What local residents have learned
about Scientology causes them to be under-
standably concerned about their children and
about their city.

The task force’s existence was revealed by
Clearwater City Commission candidate
Shirley Wulfeck. We believe that her concern
about Scientology is genuine. But we wish
the announcement had come from some
other member of the task force because it
now will be labeled a political gimmick by the
Scientologists as well as by her opponents,

Mrs. Wulfeck refused to name other mem-

bers of the task force. We believe that is a
mistake. Secret membership lists connote an
image that the task force should shun,
She said task force members fear reprisals.
We suggest, on the other hand, that the
Scientologists will be able to acquire a mem-
bership list if they really want one.

So, we hope the group reconsiders and its
members proudly announce who they are.
And, agairi, we urge the task force to move
carefully — and legally.
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By Borboro'Reed
Day Stal Writer

- GROTON — Twenty-six members

. xod three directors of the local mis-

sion of the Church of Scientology

Bave voted unanimously to end con-

nections with the worldwide organi-

sption, citing six points of disagree-
n

t.

Although the mission has main-
tpined a low profile since opening
pre in 1978, the national church has

uently attracted attention and
dontroversy since its founding in
1854. Scientology Is based oa teach-
lngs of founder L- Ron Hubbard
.whose book “'Dianetics: The Modern
Science of Mental Health,” pub-

lished in 1934, gives techniques for -

spiritual growth. ".

The separation action — unprece-’

dented among an estimated 1.5 mil-
lion US. followers of Scientology

and 8.5 million in the world — was - -

,followed by removal of a sign with
the official church name m a

barn-red byfldiag near the Poguon-.

nock Bridge Firehouse where office

space isrented. .

Holly Malloy of Ledyard, 28, direc-

bor of the mission; and the Rev. F.
Brown McKee, senjor. executive di-

rector of missions for Waterbury-
_.. and New Britain where he lives, ex-

pect (o be excommunicated because

of propos3ls they made for the split. .

- tae time no

:&@Hma&mﬁ& action: o
Scientologists list reasons for break

.

Mrs. Malloy says they are also con-
cerned that threats the church has
alledgely made in the past against
sther opponents may be directed at
them. “*Bul someone has to do this.
It has to bé done,” she declared. The

Rev. Mr. McKee Is a 30-year Scien- .

tology member. .
Mrs. Malloy sald the Rev. Mr.

McKee's unit 10 New Britain has au-
thorized him to follow procedures
that may result in similar action
there. A snqwball effect in other
stales could follow, she sald. She
cited widespread dissatisfaction
which McKee learned about when he
sttended an informal meeting last

. month In Clearwater, Fla., with

sther Scieptology workers.
Paid notices will be published in

" pewspapers stating that the local

wunit is severing connections with the

Church of Scientology ol California -

(the formal corporate name) and its
branches, known as the Sea Organi-
zation and The Guardian.

“We still believe the materl-
al of Hubbard, is very Workable and
we'll go op with our counseling with
bis techniques,” sald Mrs. Malloy.
Mainly, the disagreement revolves
sround changes she says started
about 1878 — Y-xw.n!. *“coincident with

y has seen Hubbard
that we know of."”

s Also, it’s been since 1978 that

y 7 Small”Plce matchs, -
it ..Upn.ﬁs sifa Aocnﬂv . n

there has definitely been an increase
fa the money orlentatioa in Scientol-
ogy.” She sald that Sea Organization
members In Clearwater {described

3s the elite arm of the “Watchdog .
L3

Committee”) complained at ses-
sions the Rev. Mr. Mckee attended
th ..ﬁ««sﬁvsmu.n boliday pos
a hali-day 2

week, and dally one-hour .%Sﬂm
privileges for parents with children.
These members are being crammed
into crowded hotel rooms owned by
the church, the Rev. Mr. McKee re-
: Mrs. -mu:o« says the local unit has
pot kept up with constant increases
the mother!church has stipulated.
The Jocal nfiecion rharesc £1% ine 5
communica course and $100 an
bour for ling. She says she
does extenslive, free marriage coun-
seling. The mission is required to
send 10 percent of its earnings per
week to Suffex, England, via a
Angeles malfling address.

The official statement of dissolu-
tion charges the preseat senior offl-
clals of the church bave abandoned
the Hubbard’s humanitarian pur-
poses ‘and cites the refusal to dis-
close the whereabquts and welfare

of Hubbard as one of six reasops for.

the action:
It also charges the church bas
been placed .Eaam secret confr:

unnamed indjviduals and is a.an.ucu.....
ing from its members ever-increas-

. Iag sums of money, calling them
! donations. Other points listed are:

—"Supporting and defending sen-
jor chucch officials fuund guilty by a
tederal court. .

. Transforming the managemenl
of the churchinto a para-military or-
ganization where members of one

- unit are given military ranks and

wear umiforms and operate in mill-

* taryf{ashion.

<~ Harassing and placing under
duress Individuals who question or
speak out against the policies of
vradticesof the church. - - -

Several Scientologists, including
Hubbard's wife, were recently con-
victed on charges uf thelt of federal
documents, according to John 1.
Russell, a spokesman with the US.
Department of Justice in Washing-

ton, D.C. .

- Mrs. Malloy said she is concerned
about reaction from the organizatios
in the church, but that she has nof
personally been harassed. She said
the Rev. Mr.McKee was placed un-
der guard in the mid-1970’s when he

’, Scientologists/26
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From Poge 25
had- 3 ‘‘iechnical disagreement”
with church otficials in Wuhlniton.
Referring to the members {ound
gum in a federa) court after inves-
gataons by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation of Scientology opera-
toos in Los Angeles and Washing-
ton, she said: “‘Some of those people
were found guilty by the federal
court and yet they are still employed
by the church. We were asked to col-
lect money for them and told they
weren't guilly. We wouldn't bave
asked people 10r money I we ueu
known."
News of the break with the main
church was met with surprise by of-
ficials at the Boston-based Scientolo-

gy office which participated in 1580 .

in 3 program des to give the
lecal um‘tr— lﬁéf:uy pamed the
Church of Scientology Mission "of
New London (where it first located)
a more visible role in the communl-

ty. .

The Rev. Jack Brighton, acting di-
rector of public alf sald at one
point he agreed excommunication
could be expected. Later, he said he

had talked to the Rev, Mr. McKee
-, and that the two plan to talk about

" the issues. :
“I've always known Brown (F,
Brown McKee) to be a man of integ-
rity. The thing we hold in common

our belief in Sclentology. If he's got

some upset with the organization,

that's a different A ¢ -
The Rev. Mr. Brig

n‘ld Hub—

cen

\

. Great Scott He
found Onel -

. which includes repeated orders toin-,

There's nothing new about them thtr
»” . : ’

inspector Peret has searched all of
Parls, France to find another Ex.’
pert Tallor so tha
and Tallors
serve
you fasterl

. .:u_w
BROTON SHOPPING Mu
-445-0411%
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= Scientologists list

bard resigned in 1968 as executive
director of the worldwide organiza-
ton. A man samed Kerry Gleason
was recently named (o succeed Bil)
Franks to the top post opce held by
Rubbard. Gleason, he said, is ‘as-
skgned a3 president of the Church of
Se entolofy International with head-’

quarters in Clearwater,

“Obviously, anyone can eriticize '

that he (Hubbard) is not around. But
I'm vot concerned about that. He's
not involved with the: church, He's
living his own life.”” He said Hub-
bard has recently written a uu‘
book, “Way to Happiness.” ’
The Rev, Mr. McKee said it is puz{
gling that Hubbard's name is alwayg
stamped oo the increasing numbe
of ofticial directives. He and Mrs
Malloy say other correspondence,

crease Scientology training ceurses!
and ‘counseling fees, has para-mili-
tary indications because it rarely
bears real names, Instead, acro-:
n{(ms are popular. Ove listed is:
“KOPTK," which means Keeper of |
Technology and Policy Knowledge
- the mx}:r ;gparenuy in chargeof
u

updating ard counseling tech-
ques. ° '
Mrs, Malloy says recent books by -

Hubbard are not proof to her of his
whereabouts. “His name's oa them.

‘But many of the later things he has

done are what appears to be compt-
lations of earlier data he wrote..

Icansee.”

t Parls Cleaners
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Scientologists Losa Tax Battle

Scientologists in Clearwater, Florida, lost
another round in a fight over producing fi-
nancial records from the parent church in
California. A judge on Jan. 29 turned down a
request from the Clearwater church for.a re-
hearing on an order compelling it to produce
the records in support of a tax-exempt status
in Pinellas County. Paul B. Johnson, attor-
ney for.the church, said he will ask the 2nd
District Court of Appeal to review the deci-
sion by Circuit Judge B. J. Driver. The judge
ruled in a lawsuit brought by the Scientolo-
gists against Pinellas County Property Ap-
praiser Ronald Schultz.

.
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Extremism No Vzrtue
in Scientology Issue

The following editoriel first appesred in the
Feb. 1 EVENING INDEPENDENT of St
Petersburg, FL, to whom we are grateful for
ission to reprint it here.

| Few movements have generated more
justifiable hostility than Scientology, the
pseudo-church that moved its headquarters
to Clearwater in 1975.
{ Since then, leaders of the church have
&)een found guilty of lying and breaking other
‘ederal laws. The group’s tactics included
mpiling a list of targets; people who op-
jpposed them became “fair game.” in recent
'months, a batch of front organizations have

all likely to be recruitment centears for Scien-
tology. L

Appropriately, the School Board refused
to list one such group, Narconon, as a legiti-
mate drug abuse referral agency for stu-
dents.

In Clearwater itself, Scientology became a
shrill political issue, with candidates for office
sometimes trying to out-do each other in op-
! position to them. This settled down last year
; with the rejection of Richard Tenney in his
i campaign for mayor.

With him, we had hoped, went the antics
of hom-honking and bumper-sticker cru-
sades against Scientology.

At the same time, city officials began a
responsible, long-term course of action.
They enlisted legal help to explore all the op-

organization that behaves as if it wants to
own half of the inner city.

" Next month, the city will hold hearings on
reports that the church has violated consum-
er fraud and charitable solicitations laws.

We congratulate city officials upon pursu-
ing these legal recourses that are available to

P HicH 15 THE
L BAD GUY?

isprung up, all in the name of a good cause, -

L tions available to them to help save a com-.
munity agamst a multimillion-doliar secret

them as the most appropriate ways of deal-
ing with Scientology.

On the other hand, a citizens’ group has
sprung up with fire in its aye seeking to ban-
ish Scientology from Clearwater. That may
be e popular cause; indeed, we suspect that
Scientology’s behavior has alienated it from
an overwhelming majority of its neighbors.

But a spokesman for the new citizens’
group, Shirley Wulfeck, says the task force is
not above using ‘‘'scare tactics so the Scien-
tologists don’t think we’re sitting back doing
nothing.”

After opening that can of worms,
however, Wulfeck would not discinse spe-

- cific goals or actions of the group.

Let us be clear: Scientology is an organi-
zation worthy of opposition, and every legat
means available to the public should be em-
ployed to that end. But & new wave of vigi-
lance, of scare tactics and intimidations,
won't serve the public good. If anything, it
may generate sympathy for hounded Scien-
tologists; and it could put government of-
ficials in the position of ruling against citizens
and for Scientologists, under First Amend-
ment considerations.

Extremism, even in the attack of undesir-
able elements in our community, is no virtue.

At the same time, a Scientology Victims
Defense Fund, suggested by the citizens’
group, makes sense. We can think of no
more litigious group than Scientology. Pri-

‘vate citizens can be intimidated quickly by

the mere threat of a lawsuit. A private fund
to assist residents in such a quandary could
help us all preserve rights against Scien-
tology threats.

These two efforts illustrate the fine line
that must be walked as a city opposes a
negative force in its midst.
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