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Reforming the world in Scientology’s image

The Church of Scientology attempts to reform in-
dividuals through 1ts counseling and teachmng tech-
niques It also has a large operation dedicated to
reforming soctety This comes under the heading of
traditional rehgious activism, Scientologists say, buat
varwus government agencies say 1t goes far beyond
In this. the fourth and final segment of u series on
Seientology. the Valiey News eaplores the legaiand
political entangiements of the church

By BAIAN ALEXANDER

The “apphed religious philosophy” of Screntology
has political as welk as personal appiications

Beyond the level of “auditing” sessions and sel{-
help courses, the Church of Scientology 15 embrosed
m a wide variety of bigh-level pohtical intrigues
Church officials maintain they are simply detending
their religtous prerogatives from government har-
rassment. Government officials clain the govern-
menL 1s trymg to protect the public from pseudo-
religious guackery

FBI rads on Scentology offices July & were the
latest m a long hine of government attempts to ex-
pose criminal actions allegedly plotted and per-
formed by the church Inanaffidavit filed prior tothe
dawn rauds, the Federal Bureau of Investigation said
the serzure of more than 150 church documents was
intended to gather evidence that Seientology mem
bers had burglanized federal records A high level
church official, Michacl Mewsner, had “escaped”
from church detainment to confess involvement 1n
the burglaries. and to accuse the church of other
illegal attempts to gather information 1t couid not
obtam through Freedom of Information Act law-
Fuits

Hubbard’

The Hubbard Electrometer, demonstrated by two
Scentoiogists Vallay News photo by Jaff Goldwatar

Meisner also says the church hasacted to infiltrate
the Justice Department and Internal Revenue Sor-
vice asa means of gathering information those agen.
cies have compiled on the church

Chureh officials deny the charges and suggest
Meisner may have heen planted in thesr organizalion
n the first place

Subsequently, courts have ruled that the FBI
searches were broader than altowathie and that the
documents seized must be returned to the chureh

The Church of Saentology long has accused the
FBIand US Justice Department of having links to
Interpol. the private mnternational police agency
Recently, the church has claimed that Interpol 15
xsnvr:lved m smugghng aarcoties nto the Umited

tates

The church, through 1ts Assomanon of Seentolo-
gists for Reform, operates a broad range of social
actrist groups which are officially autonomous but
nevertheless are headed by Screntologists They
include

® Narconon a drug rehabiitaton group which 15
especially active 1n prisons

& Comrmtiee to Rehabihtate ka Offenders, dedi-
cated to helping former prison 'nmates read:ust to
soCIety

¢ Citzens Commission on Humen Fights which
mvestigates abuses of mental patents 1 insbite-
tions
Flectroshoch therapy 15 16 prime target for reform

® Gerus Society to tuprove medical cave and nurs
Ing cormnmunttes for the elderly

® Natwnal Alliance for the Prevention of Alechol
Abuse, for rehabilitating aleoholies

® Task Force on Mental Retardation profecting
the rights of retardees

One of the most controversial artrfacts of Scientol-
ogy 12 the Hubbard Electrometer or B-meter Here
simple un cans join an electrical conductance meter
o indicate, supposedis  ert olional reactions w un-
pleasant memories

Scientoiogy counselorsor anditors "use E-meter:-
to help pimpoint unpleasant memorses which under
he all mental dinesses, according to the church The
person being audited holds the tin eansin hus hands
and the needle on the meter jumps when an unhap-
Py memory isconjured up

In the early 1960s, the Internal Revenue Service
serzed two of the devices during ibs investigauon of
the ehurch’s tax exempt status The B-meters werc
turned over to the Natimnal Bureau of Standards for
analysis G F Montgomery, an NBS engineer, testi-
fied as an expert witness 1n the fraud sue that
ensued

“In essence,” Moptgomery told the Valley News,
“they were similar 1o electrical msiruments of the
sort that one uses in engineering practice t0 measy-e
electrical resistance *

Inthis case, the un cangare the electrodes and the
meter measures electrical resistance of the shin But
Scientology spehesman Gene Eaguivel ways the re-
s1s:ance vares according Lo one s mental frame of
mund

* Appled Scholasuc Institute, for remedying
learning disabilities

* National Commssion on Law Enforcement and
Social Justice, the only group directly sponsored hy
the church, which inveetigates “false” reports on
individuals and churches compiled by various gov
Criment agencies

¢ Comrttee on Public Health and Gafety, which
probes medical abuses and elaims of malpractice

Someumes these groups and their Seentology
“advisers” take thewr accusations apuinst private
and publie nstitutions w the pubhe The cainpaign
against electroshock therapy, for example, has ex
tended atsell into a running battle with the peychia-
e profession Dr Henry Wark, head of professional
affarrs for the American Psychiatric Assomation,
wld the Valley News that Scientologists have picket-
e APA functions

“They claim we’re hurtimg the Ametican people,”
he says, “whereas they have the God-given message
So we're not reglly very friendly (toward each
other) '

Also unfriendly toward the church area number of
eountries around the warld, partly due to false re-
ports arculated by Interpol the church suggests
The founder L Ron Hubbard 15 banned from Eng
land and Rhodesia aceording to one report And the
church itself 12 reguiated 1n New Zealand and facing
fraud charges in France Although stwasatone time
banned entirelv m parts of Australa, church spohes
man Gene Esqui el savs that decision was reversed
tasi year

In the United States, the Internal Revenue Service
challenged the tax exempt status of the "church”
from s beginning 1n 1951 Only 130f the 24 Scientol-
ogy churches inthe U § are exempt from taxes now,

Your mind 15 w hat it registers " he says “l's not
3our bods it's vour bram*

Controls on the device, acearoing to Montgomery
allow the operator to adjust the starting pownt of the
needle and 1o 1nerease or decrease deflection of the
needle by adjusting the sensitivity of the meter

Esquivel demonstrated the meter for a Valley
News reporter placing the tin cans in the reporter's
hands and adjusuing the knobs quickly Ashe lightly
pmched the reporter’s amm, the needle jumped

Esquivel then asked the reporter to recail the
pimeh Instead, the reporter thought of an appetizing,
bowl of luseicus strawberries The needle jumpert

“Okay” Sce that®” Esquivel saxd

Next, he told the reporter to think of something
pleasant He predicted that the needle would “float ™
The reporter then thought of the pmeh The needle
mosed uncertatnly on the meter Esgurvel seemed
zatisfied that the machine had operated as he had
predicted

Contrary 10 representations made  wrote 1, 8
Drtrict Court Judge Gevhard Gesell in 1971 there
15 absolttely no scientific or medical basis in fact jor
the claimed cures attnibuted to 5-meter auditing

Gesell presided over the tral tniuated by the Food
and Drug Admmistrauon charging the E-meter was
tnslabeled Church Inerature cerzed along with the

although a church spokesman says the other 11 wall
eventually win in court

The Food and Drug Admmustration spent several
years 0 ocourt trymg o prove that the Hubbard
Flectrometer (see accompanying story) used by
Seientology mimsters dunng audibing of panishio-
ners was ineffective and was misrepresented Alter
d second trial the church was required to place a
labe) an each of ity Electrometers w the effect that
the device has no dignostic or treatment value and
1o purely & religlous artifact

FDA tistorsan Wallace Janssen told the Vallev
News ghot the {ederal agency first became involved
with Scientology in the jate 19508 During the perod
of public concern aver the possibiity of nuciear
attacks, the church marketeda * drug” called Dianez-
e, which purported to protect against radation
sickness Dianezine Lurned out to be simple vitamim
pills, Janssen says, and the church pleaded no con-
test 1o the FDA's fraud suit

Scientologists seem almost to revel in this long
historv of legal crossfire as evidence of their own
impact on the established order If the glant is at
tempting to squash themn hike ants. they rea~on they
must be getting under hs skun

“It 15 net enough that an individual himseif be
unaberrated, wrote 1L Ron Hubbard in Scentelo-
gyv's first manual * Dianetes, the Modern Saience of
Mentai Health  for he discovers himself within the
confines of a soctety w hichitself has compounded 1ts
culture into mans uureasonable prejudices and
customs

And so the Church of Saentelogy, with a totai of
55 muilion members worldwide imtends to “clear
the planet’ by clearsing 1t mhabitants of ther
“aberratons ' and siunultaneously reforming the
world order

s Electrometer: Tin can technology

E-meiers wnsrepresented the device and faded to
deseribe its properuse accerding o the judge

Subsequently, the church was requuced tn place o
warming labei on all of ite E-meters and al! matenals
refernng (o the meter

“Br usell, thns meter does nothimng It s solehy for
the guwde of Mimsters of the Church m Confession
als and pastoral counseling The Electrometer is not
medically or scientiflically useful for the diagnosis,
treatment. or prevent.on of any disease It 15 not
medically or sientifically capable of unproving the
heaith or bodily function of anyone ana s for rehg-
iwus usc by students ard Mimsters of the Churety of
Scientology only ™

When Scientologst Esquinel demonstrated an
Eteetrometer w the Valley News the reporter noted
that no such label appeared on the ma:hine in uee
Esqanel peered mito every nook of the meter
mutterng to the cfiect that s usnaby rght here
ete

Of course  savs DA hisorian Waliace fars-on

no miestigaton b~ been made to see iF tnes o
complying t with the labehny restriction) or not

-BRIAN ALENANDER




